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mTRODTTGHOIf. 


ABDBESS TO OOD. 


Xn the name of GoA; live Most Merciftol ; the Most 
. Compassionate. 

X'. (I begin), In tbe name of tbe Lord, the Kuler of tbo 
■world, the Creator of souls ; 

The Sage ;* One Who endowed the tongue with speech. 

2. The Lord, Who is bountiful and assisteth ; 

The Mereiful One, Who pardonetli faults,- and ac- 
copteth apologies. 

8. A Kingt from Whose door whosoever turneth away 
his head - . 

At no other door to which he betaketh himself'ob- 
taineth he any honour, ” 

4. The lieatia of exalted Kings 

Are laid at His shrine, on the dust of humility. 

5. He doth not, on tbe instant, seize the froward, " 

Kor doth He with sternness expel the contrite. 

C. And though He be angry at an evil deed, 

When thou doth -return (repentant), He cancelleth 
what is ^astl (out of the book of sin.) 

7. If one seGketb a quarrel with his father, 

That father, doubtless, gets much enraged. ' - 

8. And if a kinsman is dissrAisfied with his kinsman, 

s Ho drives him from his>piesence; as ho would a 
stranger. 


* Halim , — A nninc of God, tbcSa^o. 

+ Azi: — An epithet of God. 

J Majra . — ^Tlut bisnasseJj’ciicranstacceyhicb lefcrs 'o 

plat owl aet3, 

1 
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9. And if the sharp slave is not attentive to his work, 
His master doth not hold him dear. 

10. If thou art not .kind to thy friends, 

They remove themselves a farsang from thee. 

11. And if a soldier desert his service, 

The King, the head of the army, is quit of him. 

12. But the Lord of the Heaven and the Earth 
ghutteth not the door of sustenance for his' sin on 

any one. 

13. The twb worlds (present and future) are as a drop in 

the ocean of His knowledge. 

He beholds sins, but out of compassion, He conceals 
them. 

( 

14. The (Adiml^* surface of the earth is the table cloth of 

His feast; 

At this universal banquet, whether enemies (infidels) 
or friends (the faithful) (are fed) it matters not. 

15. If He had with haste dealt out oppression. 

Who could have obtained safety from the hand of 
tyranny? 

16. His nature is free from the imputation of being either 

contrary or homogenial, 

His kingdom is independent of the worship of genii 
and men. 

17. All living things and creatures are obedient to Hig 

mandate, 

Whether man, or fowl, or ant, or fly. 

18. So universally hath He spread the tray of His bounty, 
That even the Simurght of the Caucasus eats its 

allotted portion. c 

19. The Benevolent One, Bispenser of Bounties, Director 

of Actions, 

Protector of the People, and the Knower of Secrets, 

^ Adim'. — Goal’s skm; Adimasamin the suiface of the earth, 
f iSiwi^o'ffA—Afahxiloushiicl often mentioned, inEasteriiBomance. 

Qriffiii 
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20. To Him only are greatness and self esteem suitable, 
For HisKiugclomisof old, andHisnatnre independent, 

21. On the head of one He places the crown of fortune, 
Another He brings down from the throne to the dust. 

22. On the head of one He puts the cap of prosperity, 

The blanket of adveisity on the body of another. 

23. lie converts the furnace into a rose garden for His 

friend*>(Ahrahain) 

f And through the waters of the Nile, He conveys a 
crowd of men to the Fire (of Hell). - 
S4. If that (making the fire a rose garden), is the man- 
date of Hisldndness, 

And if this (the destruction of Farnnl in the Nile), is 
the Eoyal Signet of Uis order. 

25. He seeth evil deeds (committed) behind the curtain 
(i.e. in secret), 

And likewise, out of His goodness, concealeth them. 
2C. If with menace He draweth the sword of authoritj', 
The cherubim remain deaf and dumb. 

27. And if, from the tray of generosity, He bestoweth 

victuals, . 

(Even) Satan says. — "I take away my portion.” 

28. At the Court of His goodness and majesty, 

, The great ones laid aside their greatness. 

29. To those who are destitute. He is near in compassion. 
And accepts the prayers of those who make supplica- 
tion to Him. ' 

SJ}. JSJs J^resees er^fs yet #<? p/isg. 

And His goodness isinfoimedns to unspoken secrets. 
81. He protectsth Heaven ancl eaith by His power. 

(He is) the Lord of the Court of the day of Judgment. 
32. The back uf no one can do w’ithout (bending to) His 
devotion. • 

* Ukalil-tiUah — ^Tbo friend of God, tbe Patriarch Abrabato. 
f The liBe alludes to the History of Moses. J Pliaiaob. 
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56. Of o*e°ZllZ of ios^sibility. 

Of one bawk the eyes are sown up, 

^ anotter the eyes are left open ; but its feathers are 

'^byZT° been found 

3 TPe * 00^ found his way out of it 

For- o^TofTn?”’^ f “ <'o- of God,, 

And oortrlfthee toT ““ "obriato thee, 

'jubiiain tuee to become a seekprrf +ino 
aut “ AIast.”-f ^ beoivei oi tlie coven- 

Thenerthtu oaJsfflV’''' » soawbing feet, 

Sir ^ oortaronih™ f 

6our of *'*0 o^oept the splen- 

I’oramazemenf''*’ ***'^ *'0“®on cannot go • 

Only the Ser m oays.— -Sta, d !” . 

this ocean «f»bamnrad, has plunged into 

riosl''^“ ‘''o Inviter (Jluhammad) 

HaY6°wandrd f”- ‘'““'f 

He who chooses tl’ bewildered, 

by the Prophet,) ^ that pointed out 

T Iasi — “ Atji t h t-1 

I not thy God ?” 



Will never reach his destination. 

68. Think not, Oh Siidi ! that the road of purity can be 
travelled unless you are led by (ilustaffa)**' the 
Chosen One. 

Iih praise, of Lord MivliamTiiad, Chief of the Created 
Beings. May God he gracious unto Iwin. 

1. Gracious of disposition, of elegant form (Muhammad) 
The Prophet of the People, the Intercessor of Nations. 

2. The Prelate *of Prophets, Leader in the Path (of 

religion), 

The Paithful of God, the Place of Descent of Gabrieht 
8. The Intercessor of Mortals*, the Lord of the Day of 
Eesurrection, 

The Guide in the Bight Path, the Chief of the Court 
of the Day of Judgment. 

4. The Speaker whose Mount Sinai is the Celestial Sphere 
All lights are the rays of His splendour. 

5. The Orphan (Muhammad), who before the Koran was 

completed 

Washed out (cancelled) thelibraryof so many religions. 
0. When anger drew forth the sword of terror, 

By a miracle, He cut the waist of the moon in twain. 

7. When his fame became known to the peoide of the 

world, 

An earthquake occurred in the palace of KasraJ (Now- 
shirwaii). 

8. By means of the words (L^^ila ha illallah§) he broke 

in pieces (the idol) Lat§., 


Tbe Choseu, a name of Mobammad. 
f Oabriel always descended to irnli'xmmad when ho camo to 
Earth with.coinraandments of Gotl. 

J CijriLs, King of Persia, and the name of a dynasty. 

$ Laila ha tllaUah — Tbeio is no God hnt God. 

§ iaf.— 4u idol worshipped of old by the Pagaa Arabs. 
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For the honour of religion, He dishonoured the idol 
Ozza.* 

9. Not only, did He reduce to dust Lat and Ozza, 

But he (also) cancelled the Pentateuch a’nd the Gos pel. 

10. One night, mounted (on Burrali l) He passed bej^ond 

the heavens, 

And excelled the angels in majesty and grandeur, 

11. So sTviftly did He urge (Llis steed) to the propinciuity 

of God, 

That Gabriel was left behind Him. at Sidra.l 

12. The chief of the sacred place (Kaba)^ addressed Him, 
Saying : — “ Oh Bearer of Divine revelation 1 move 
- higher. 

13. When thou didst find me sincere in friendship, 

Why didst thou turn away the reins from my company?” 

14. Gabriel replied : — “ I have no power to move higher, 

I remained here because my wings were wanting in 

power. 

15. If I fly one hair’s breadth higher, 

The flames of the glorious splendour will consume me.” 

16. No one on account of his sins will remain in ifledge§ 

(i. e, in hell,) 

Who has such a Lord (Muhammad) for a guide. 

17. What acceptable eulogy can I bestow upon thee! 

Oh ! Prophet of moi-tals, Peace be on thee ! 

18. May the benedictions of angels be on thy soul ! 

May they be on thy associates and followers. 

19. First (be on) Abubakar, the old disciple, 

On Oomar ! twisting, in his grasp the contumacious 
demon (Satan). « 

* Ozza. — ^Name of an ancient idol. 

f BurraTi. — The celebrated animal ttpon wliicli filuhammad 
went from J erusalem to Heaven. 

I Sidra, ~A tree in Paradise, the mansion of the angel Gabriel; 
also Sidrattil MuntaJta. 

If Kaba. — The square temple at Mecca. 

$ Pledge here signifies Hell. 
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20. On the wise Oosman who kept (holy) vigile, 

The fourth Ali, Shahj the rider of Duldnl.* 

21. Oh God ! by the intervention of the sons of Fatima,! 
May I on the wordf of faith conclude (my life). 

22. If thou dost reject my supplication'; or if thou dost 
■ accept (it), 

I and the hand, and the skirt of the descendants of 
the Prophet (are together). 

28. Oh.thou, of auspicious foot ! will anything be wanting 
^ In thy highest dignity, at the shrine of living ones ? 

24. That a small tribe of implorers, 

Should be guests at the house of bliss. 

25. God praised and extolled thee, 

Gabriel kissed the ground in honour of thy worth. 

20. ‘ The lofty sky is ashamed before thy worth. 

Thou wast created while yet Adam was water and 
clay; 

27. Thou wast from the first the essence of the being 

of man; 

'Whatever else has existed is an offshoot from thee. 

28. I know not in what words I can speak of thee, 

For thou art higher than what I can say of thee. 

29. =- For thee, the dignity of Laulak§ issufficient honour; 
s Thy praise (in the verse of the Kuran) “ Ta ha wa 

yasin,” is sufficient. 

80. What praise can the imperfect Sadi bestow on thee ? 
Benediction and mercy be on thee ! Oh Prophet ! 


♦ Name of Ah’s mnle. 

t Fntioja’e EOQ9 or GranJeons of itlnhammatlwere Haasan and 
Huaaain. • 

J Raima Tyeb Laila ha iUallah Muhammadur Ruasulliilah, 
Tkcro is no God but God, and Muhammad is his prophet. 

§ According to the holy tradition, Oh, Muhammad! 

hadst thou not been, 1 would not have created the Eky." 
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On the Cause of the versification of the Boole. • 

1. I travelled much through remote quarters of the 

■world ■; . 

Passed yuy^me in the company of every one; 

2. I reaped' enjoyment from every nook ; 

I plucked an ear of corn from every harvest. 

3. Like the pure hearted men of Shiraz, of humble dis- 

position, ^ 

I saw none. May mercy be (bestowed) on[this pure 
soil ! 

4. The friendship I felt for the men of this pure soil * 
Withdrew my heart from Syria and Turkey. 

5. I felt sad that from all these gardens (i. c. Syria ahd 

Turkey) 

I should return empty banded to my friends. 

6. I said in my heart ; “ People get sugar-candy from 

Egypt, 

' And take it to their friends as an offering. 

7. But though my hand be empty of sugar-^audy, • 

Yet my words shall be sweeter than sugaKcandy. 

8. Not that actual sugar-candy, which people 

But that which Spiritual persons convey on paper. 

9. When I raised up this palace of 'U'ealth (Bostan,) 

In it I made ten doors (chapters) of instruction . 

10. One chapter is on Justice, and Deliberation, and 

Judgment, 

The protection of the people and foai* of God. 

11. (In) the Second chapter, I laid the foundation of bene- 

ficence, ' 

For the beneficent to acknowledge the bounty of God 

12. The third chapter is on Divine Love, Frenzy anc 

Perturbation ; 

Not that worldly love with which men by force bin( 
themselves. 
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^ 7 . 

18. 

1X1. 

i £ 0 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 


The foul th chapter is on Hiimilitj , the fifth Eesignation 
The auith a description of men seeking Content. 

The seventh chapter on the Science of Education ; 
''.The eighth chaiHer on GiatitudeforHealthancl Safety. 
Th6 ninth tieats of Contrition and the Way of Eectitude. 
^The tenth on lhaycr and the conclusion of the Book. 
On thel^sed daj and happy ycai • 

And auspicious date between two Eeda 

(restivals^C . 

It was W^ififtj^vh‘;j^cai8had exceeded six hundred 
That this^^reno^/rfcd^frcasuiy (The Bostan) became 
filled ^withi^pead^. 

Oh • Wisepne o^Hai^y l^htore ' 

Iha-^euot heard that men ^ofskEl are defect searchers. 
Though a coat be of silk &i Cmlj^oideiedl^d^ 

Yet tho.,cotton ^Iining)«n5ust of necessity be^feide.* 
If thou ait fine silk (poss^esScd of excellence) seek 
not to injure any one, % ^ 

Bo thy woik of geneiosity and cover my lecffindant 
words. ^ 

I vaunt not of the excellence cf my stock lu trade , , 

, But stietch forth my hands in supplication. * 

I have heaid that on the day of hope and fear,^ 

The merciful one will pudon the sinful fot the 
sake of the good, C 

Bo thou also if thou perceiveth erroi in my words, 
Behave towards mo like the Cieator of the universe. 
If c\en a couplet out of a thousaud is approved by 
thee, 

Poi manhncss sake withdraw thy hand from fault 
finding 

Verily in Persia this work of mine. 

Is as valuless as musk in Tnrtary.t 


* Tbougli man may posse's excellence, lie is not void of Uame. 
t Tarianj, or h/adan, is i country Tvliere mask is prodnced. 
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26. The dread of mine Was from afar like the uoise of 

the drum, 

And in my absence my defects vs'ere covered over. 

27. Sadi brought roses to the garden with impudence, 
And pepper to Hindoostan . 

28. Like the date covered with the sw*eet skin, 

"When thou openest it there is a bone inside it. 

An account of the Icaidablc qualities of Atahah Alniba^ 
har son of kadj Zangi. May Ms grave he fragrant. 

1. There was no desire for this sort of composition in 

my disposition, 

And I had no wish for (writing) the eulogy of kings. 

2. But I have threaded verses in the name of a cer- 

tain one. 

Which men of culture may possibly unfold. 

3. That Sildi who carried off the ball of eloq^uence, 

Was of the^time of Abubakar, son of Sad. 

4. And vaunts that he belonged, in his time. 

As did the Lord^ Muhammad in his time. 

5. Work! protector ; the Faith Defender ; Justice Dis- 

tributor ! 

(No other Ring) came after Oomar like Abubakar. 

6. - Chief of exalted ones, and crown of nobility, 

The people will boast of his reign of justice, 

7. If one should seek a shelter from tumult, 

There is no such place for shelter, like this coun- 
try (Shiraz). 

,8. Be it haimy for the door (of Abubakar) which is like 
the old house (of Kaba),’ . - 

Men enter it from every road around it. 

9. I saw not such a treasure, kingdom, or throne, 

Which is a bequest to the child, and the old Durwish. 

Muhamviacl was bora at tlie tiiiio of King ' Nowsbirwan 
' Ur^ J Uot. 
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10. No one afflicted -with grief came to him. 

On whose heart ho applied jiot an ointment. 

11. (Abubahar) is a seeker of good) and hopeful (of good); 

Oh God ! fulfil his hopes. '' 

12. A corner of his crown touches the highest Heaven, 
Yet from humility his head (itself) is on the ground, 

18. Humility is good for the stiff-necked, 

For if a beggar shows humility, it is his nature. 

14. lYhat avails, it an inferior falls (in humility,) 

The superior prostrated (in humility) is a man of God. 

15. The mention of his virtues is not kept concealed, 

For the fame of his liberality spreads through the 

world. 

16. A wise one of such a cheerful disposition like his, 

The world so long as the world lasts recollects not. 

17. Thou dost not in his reign see any distressed one, 
^Yho complains of the oppression of the strong grip. 

18. No one ever saw custom, order and organization ; 

Not even Faiccdoon** witli all his pomp saw these. 

19. For this reason, before God his woith is great, 
Because, on account of his might, the hand of the 

weak one is strong. 

20. He so spreads his shadow over the universe 
That e^cn an old man fears not a Rustom.i* 

21. At all times men (complain of) adverse fortune. 

And lament the revolution of the skies. 

-22. But in thy just age, Oh potent monarch, 

No one complains of the revolution of the times. 

23. In thy time I behold tho world in peace, 

After theelknow not what will be the end(of the people). 

24. ll is owing to thy happy ending fortune 
That S\di’s time happens (to fall) in thine era. 


^ F.ircpiloon, a celebrated King of Persia who reigned m tho 
eighth centiwyB. C. 

f J?H8eom.— The son of Zal tUo' most renown-'d hero amongst 
the Persims. 

2 



14 


25. So long as the moon and sun are in the heavens, 

In this book the remembrance of thee will be eteiml. 

26. If -kings have gathered names of good repute, 

They have learnt the mode of walking (in rectitude) 
from their predecessors. 

, 27. Thou, in the regulation of thy kingdom, 

Hast surpassed former kings. 

28. Alexander, by means of a wall of brass and stone, 
Blocked up the road of Yajooj'*' from thg world. 

29. Thy rampart against “ Yajooj Kufr^” is of gold; 

It is not of brass, like the rampart of Alexander. 

30. The eloquent one, (who living) in peace“and justice 
Bepeats not thy praises, may he be tongueless. 

81. Oh excellent! Thou ocean of beneficence and mine 
of liberality. 

Because the existence of the aid-implorer is depend- 
ent on thy existence. ^ 

32. I see the King’s good qualities are beyond counting, 
They cannot be contained within the narrow plain 

of this book. 

33. If SMi were to write of ail them, 

He would assimedly have to write another book. 

34. I cease thanksgiving for such liberality ; 

Indeed, it is better that I should stretch forth the 
'hand of prayer. 

35. May the world be as thou desirest, and may Heaven 

befriend thee I 

May the- Creator of the world be thy guardian ! - 

36. The sublime star of thy fortune has illumined a worl^ 
The declining star ofthine enemy has burnt him up. 

37. May the revolution of time bring thee no grief* ; 

May no apprehension (of ill) cast ashes on thy heart! 

38. Because the smallest disquietude in the king’s heart 
Disturbs the heart of a world. 


* Yajooj ?im\ Majooj, Gog and Magog, ai'e the descendants of 
Japhet, the sonof Noah. 
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89. May tliy heart atid_ kingdom ‘ enjoy peace and 
i prosperity; 

I May all (lertiirliation be far fiom thy country; 

' 4)0. May thy body always be like thy religion, sound ; 

May the heart of thy evil wisher be as dull as his de- 
5 liberation; 

' 41 . May thine inner heait he joyful, strengthened by 
Divine aid, 

May thy heart, and thy faith, and the country be 
* prosperous. 

I 42. M ay the World-Creator have mercy on thee ! 

• Wliatever else I say is vain talk and wind. 

43. This indeed is sufficient from the Omnipotent God, 
That the grace of thy well-being is on the increase. 

, 44, Slid Zangi departed not from the world in sorrow, 
Since he begot so renowned a successor like thee. 

) 45. It is not to be wondered at that this is an offshoot 
of that pure stock, 

Por his soul soared into the sublime, though his 
body is in the dust. 

46. Oh God, on that illustrioUB tomb (Sad son of Zangi,) 
Hy Thy grace pour down the lain of mercy, 

47. Tlie memoiy of Sad son of Zungi lemains as an 

example, 

Maj Heaven be the protector of Sad son of Abubakar. 
In praise of FHncc Iblaitv Sad son of Ahuhalcr Sad. 

1. A 5 outli of prosperous fortuge, and enlightened mind, 
Young m fortune and old iiwdeliberation. 

2. In wisdom great, and of lofty spirit. 

Powerful in arm and prudent in heart. 

8. Oh, happy foitune of the mother Time, 

Who cherishes such a child in her bosom ! 

4. With the hand of liberality he carried away the 
watei (honour) of the river. 
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In eminence lie sm-paKScd ilie Pleiades. 

5. 011 excellent ! May the eye of fortune be opc:i on thy face, 
Oh chief of proud Kings ! 

6. The 03'stor that thou scest full of grains of pearls, 
Has not such value as that one grain of pearl. 

7. Thou art that fine pearl of one grain, 

Because thou art llic ornament of the family of iho 
kingdom. 

8. Oh God! keep him under Thy special protection, 
Preserve him from tlio injury of an evil eye, 

9. Oh God 1 make him celebrated in every region, 

Make him revered by the grace of devotion. 

10. Keep him constant in justice and piety, 

Accomplish his wishes in this world and the next. 

11. Be not concerned on account of the hateful foe, 

Let there be no injury io thee from the revolution 
of the world. 

12. The tree of Paradise brings forth fruit like thee, 

The son renown seeking, and tlie father renown 

possessing. 

18. Know that to that family welfare is a stranger 
Who are ill speakers of this family. 

14. Oh excellent ! Religion and wisdom, exeellGnt 
justice and equit3% 

Oh excellent I the country and Goveriimcnf; may they 
he everlasting I 


4. 


K. 



CHAPTER I, 


On Justice, Wisdom, and Administration of 
Government. 

1.. The bounties of God (are so infinite) imagina- 

tlan coatalti ttieniv 

"What service does thetonguc ofthauts-givingperform? 
2. Oh, God ! this king, the poor mail’s friend, 

Glider whose protection rests the tranquillity of the 
people, 

8. Do thou preserve him long over people, 

And keep his.heart alive by the grace of devotion. 

4. Keep the treo of his hope fruitful* 

Bis head green, and his face fair vrith mercy. 

5. Oh Sadi ! take not the way of hypocrisy (in praising 

the king), 

But if tbouhast sincerity, come and bring it with thee. 

6. Thou art a stage-knower, and the king a road traveller; 
Thou art a speaker of truth, and the king a truth 

listener. 

7. W’hnt necessity is there for the® to place the nine 

tlu’ones of the sky, ' 

Beneath the foot of Klzilarsslan (the king)? 

8. Say not, place tho foot of hOnouT on the heavens; 
But say, place tho face of sincerity in the dust. 

9. In devotion place tho face on the threshold (of God), 
Because this is the straight way of the righteous, 

10. ' If thou art a servant of (God) place thy head oa 
this door (of God), 

Eemove from off thy head the cro'^’n of lordsbii). 




18 


11. Wlicn thou performcst devotion, vrear not ilic kingly 

roho ; 

But like the sincere Diirwisli, pour out thy la* 
mentations. 

12. Saying Oh Omnipotent ! Th.ou only art powrful. 
Almighty, the supporter of tiic iHir’.vi.di art tuou ! 

13. I am neither a sovereign nor a ruler. 

But am one of the heggai’S of His Court. 

14. ’W'hat can be accomplisheu by my haiuB-, 

Unless Thy hand of gr.'ice befriend me •? 

15. Grant me the power of generosity and goocines«, 

Or else, what goodness can bo shown by me to others? 

16. During the night pray dovouliy like a buggar, 

If during the day thou governcst like a sovereign, 

17. The proud ones, with girded loins, stand at Thy door. 
Be thou with (bended) head on the threshold of 

devotion. 

18. Oh how oscellont ! for the slaves a Lord God ! 

And the lord a slave administrating justice. 

sroRY. 

1. I saw a man, from the plain of lludl)ar,* 

"Who came towards me mounted on a panther. 

2. Such dread took hold of mo from this circumstau ce. 
That terror tied my feet from moving. 

8. Smiling, he placed his linger on his lips, 

Saying ; — Sadi bo not amazed at what tljou hast seen. 

4. Twist not thy neck from the command of the Lord, 
So that no one mayAwist his nock from thy command. 

5. "When a ruler is submissive to God, 

His protector and friend is God. 

6. It is impossible, when He regards thee as a friend, 
That He will leave thee in the hands of thine cnciu}’. 

is tho uaniG of a eiU' fcitunted l>f't\Yeou Qclao aud 
Quiizwiu on tbo banks of the Cusjiiuu Sea. 
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7. This is the road,* torn not thy face from the path of 

devotion ; 

Place thy foot on this path and obtain tliy desires. 

8. Adnce is profitable to him ? the person 

To ^^hom the words of Sadi are acceptable. 

The advice of Kasraf to Eformuz, 

1. 1 hate heard that in the agony of the soiil, (when 

dying), 

King Nowaherwan spoke this to Hormuz (his son). 

2. Saj’ing : — Be mindful of the feelings of the poor, 

Kot mindful of thine own pleasures only. 

3. It is not approved by the wise, 

That the shepherd should sleep, while the wolf is iri 

4. Go protect the poor and the indigent, [the fiock. 

For it is to his subjects that the king owes hiscro^n. 

5. The subjects are as the foot, the monarch as the tree. 

Oh son) tbe tree derives its strengtli from the root. 

C* So long as it lies in thy power, wound not the heart 
of the people, 

For, if thou doest, thoutearest up thine own root. 

7. If tbe straight patbj (of safety) be needed by thee, 

• The way of the pious is hope and fear, 

8. The injury of men pleases not him (the king). 

For he fears lest ruin should befall his country. 

*■ Tlioro are four wars to fioil CJod I 
i Is(.f Sharcixi — Tb 0 o/cfer 
I2act ) Tarihat . — The nieags of fimling Goil* 

(dni ) Hakihat . — Tho renlijy of the extstoaco of God. 

(4tb.) Tbe knowledge of God. 

f A'asnl is tbe title of the Kings of Persia. It wag generally 
applied to Ndwsberwan tile Jdst Ho was emiuentl> noted 
foi his justice, and was a coblempomrj of the Kom tn 
Eniporor Justiman. The prophet Muhammad u as horn in his 
reign. 

J Path — Jiidai MustaUm. Straight pMh refers to the fuitb of 
Islauu. 
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9. And if tliis disposition is not in liis nature, 

There is not the odour of tranquillityin his country. 

10. If thy feet are hound (by family ties), be resigned 
If thou art free, go wheresoever thou desirest. 

11. Look not for abundance in that land and region, 
Where thou beholdest the subjects distressed by the 

12. Be afraid of the bold proud ones, [bing. 

But fear him who fears not God. 

10. He sees in a dream, the territory of another populous, 
Who afflicts the hearts of the people of his own country. 
14. Euin and ill-fame proceed from tyranny ; 

The prudent man ponders over this saying. 

16. It is not proper to destroy the subjects by injustice, 
For they are the shelter and support of the kingdom. 

16. Be attentive to the villagers for thine own sake, 

For the happy hearted labourer does most work. 

17. It is not manliness to do ill to any one 

From whom thou mayest have experienced many 
benefits. 

The advice of Khusroo^ to his son Shiruya t 

1. I have heard that Khusroo said to Shiruya, 

At the moment when his eyes were closing (he wa 
dying). 

2. Be firm in whatever resolution thou mayest make 
To consider the peace of thy subjects. 

8. Oh son ! turn not thy neck from equity and judgment 
So that men may not turn aside their feet from the* 
(ie, thy authority.) 

4. The subject flies from the tyrant, 

Khusroo Pm-vez was the sou of Hormuz, the son of Nov 
sherwau. He was in love with the renowned Sheren, th 
beloved of Farhad. 

f Shiruya was the son of Khusroo Parvez. He took some med 
cine to increase his sensual appetite, but by mistake he too 
poison instead of the medicine, and died. 
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Mating bis odious name a stoct story tbrongbout 
tbe world. 

5 . Much time elapsed not before his own foundation 
IVas overthrown, by that one who laid the foundation 

6. The warrior and a lion may lay waste, [(of evil.) 
But not to such an extent as (the smote) sighs of 

children and women. 

7. The lamp (of distress) lit by the widow, , 

Thou mayest often have seen that it consumed a city 
^8. Who in the world is more fortunate than he 
Who, while governing, (still) lived with justioo. 

9. "When the hour for bis departure from this world 
The people send mercy to his grave. [arrives, 

10. Since the bad and the good equally pass away (die), 

It IS best that thy name should be mentioned for 
goodness. 

31. Depute a god fearing man over thy subjects, 

For the abstinent is the architect of the kingdom. 

12. He is thine evil wisher^ and drinks the blood of thy 
subjects. 

Who seeks for thy profit in the injury of the people. 
18. It is wrong to entrust Government to those 

On whose account the hands (of the subjects) are 
uplifted (in prayer) to God. 

14 . The cherisher of good experiences not evil ; 

When thou cherishesl evil, thou art the enemy of 
thine own life. 

15, Take not retribution of tbe evil doer by (confiscation 

of) his property. 

It is fitter to tear up bia reot from the very foundation, 
1C. Have no patience with the* agent, the friend of tyranny; 
It is better to flay him on account of his fatness* 
(from extortion). 

17. It is proper to cut off at once the head of the wolf, 
Not only when he tears in pieces the sheep (belong. 
ing)to men. 


^ Fatness here Biguifies rfeUes gained by Ul 



22 


Story about a Merchant Surrounded by Bobbers. , 

1. How well spote the captive merchant ! 

When the robbers surrounded him with arrows. 

2. When courage is displayed by highway robbers, 

What matters it whether the troops be formed of 

men or women ? 

3. The king who injures the merchants 

Closes the door oi welfare on citizens as well as soldiers. 

4. How many sensible go there again, 

When they hear the report of bad custom. • 

5 . If thou desirest a good name, and vainest goodness, 
Treat merchants and convoys considerately. 

6. The great ones heartily cherish travellers, 

Because they convey their good name to all regions. 

7. ^i'hat kingdom soon falls into decay 

From which the traveller goes heart-distressed, 

8. Cherish the stranger and befriend the traveller, 

For the traveller hawks about (the fame of) good deeds. 

9. Esteem the guest dear, and hold the traveller dear, 

* But be also on the alert, and against their doing harm. 

10. It is but proper to -be circumspect about a stranger, 
For it is not unlikely he may be an enem^' in the 
guise of a friend. 

13, Treat ild friends with great consideration, 

For thou need not fear treachery from the cherished, 

12. When thy servant grows old 

Forget not the rights of services (rendered) in past 
years. ^ 

13. Though old age should, have tied his hands for the 

performance of service, 

Tet thy hands still possess the power of liberality. 
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Story of Khusroo and Shapun 

1, I beard that Shapur heaved a sigh, 

When Khusroo drew the pen through his pension. 

2. "When his State became afflicted from want of food, 
He wrote thus to the king. 

8. Oh King! Justice dispense^ of the world, 

If I remain, do not thou remain in thine excellence. 

4. Since I sacrificed my youth for thee, 

Drive me not away ftom before thee in my old age. 

5. ' The stranger, whose he.ad is intent on sedition. 

Injure not, but drive him away from the country". 

6. If thou art not angry with him, it is proper, 

Dot bis own evil nature is the enemy that pursues’, him. 

7. And, if his native land be Persia, 

Exile him not to Sana, Selvonia or Turkey. 

8. Even in Persia, give him ao respite until the noontide 

meal. 

To cause calamity to others is not proper; 

9. Eor they say : — “ Hay that country be subverted, 
Because such men came out of it.*' 

10. If thou bestow office (rank), recognize the wealthy, 
Because the poor man fears not the king. 

11. "When the poor man bends his neck to the shoulder, 
Nothing comes from him save lamentation. 

12. When the inspector withholds his two hands from 

honesty, 

It is proper to appoint on ^aminer over him. 

18. And if the examiner agrees jrith his heart, 

Deprive the inspector and examiner of their office. 
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X4. It is, necessary to employ a God-fearing atid faithfi 
man* 

Consider him not trustworthy who fears thee (andiK 

15. Scatter (thy money) and calculate and act wisel 

(at ease), 

33ecause thou wilt not find one honest man in i 
hundred, 

16. Two persons of one nature, old, and of the same pe 

(bearing), 

Should not be sent to one place together. 

17. How dost thou know but that they may mutual! 

help and befriend each other. 

The one may be a thief the other a confidant. 

18. "When thieves fear one another, 

A caravan goes safely among them. 

19. One w'hom thou hast deposed from the ofBce, 

After a time forgive his crime. 

20. To gratify the desire of the expectant one, 

Is better than to break ‘the fetters of a thousand in 

21. Make the scribe the pillar of the office, (chains. 
If he fall not, he cuts not the string of hope. 

22. The just monarch with his subjects, 

Becomes angry like a father with his son. 

23. Sometimes he smites him so that he becomes sorrowful' 
Sometimes he wipes the tears from his pure eyes. 

24. When thou showest greatness, the enemy becomes bold. 
When thou becomest enraged, he becomes wearied of 

thee. 

25. Severity and gentleness, combined, are good, " 

As the blood-letter vhois surgeon, as also a salve applier- 
20. Be manly, of agreeable disposition, and forgiving. 

As God showers bounty upon thee, do thou scatter it 
over the people. [kings, 

27. When thou recollectest to mind the reign of the former 
Bo thou also leav e an impression of thy goodness 
behind thee. 
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28. Ko one came into the world and remained, 

Except he whose good name remained ; 

'29. That is not dead, after whom there has remained 
Bridge, well, traveller’s house, and guest house ; 

80. Every one of whom, some memorial remains not, 
The tree of his existence has yielded no fruit : 

81. And if he departed (died) leaving no tohea of hia 

generous acts, 

It is not right after his death to recite over him 
" Alhamd !”* 

82. "When thou wishest thy name to be eternal in the 

world, 

Conceal not the good name of the venerable ones. 

83. They likewise possessed airs, joys and desires; 

In the end they departed, leaving all behind, 

84. One carries a good name from the world, 

Anotlier leaves behind him'the ledection of his bad 

custom^. 

35. Hoar not the injury of any-one with the ear of 
approval ; 

But if the words are spoken, consider them well. 

86. Accept the excuse of forgetfulness of a sinner; 

"When he seeks forgiveness, grant him forgiveness. 

87. If a sinner comes under thy protection. 

It is not right to kill him for his first offence. 

88. 'When you advise once, and tlio sinner hears it not. 
The second time punish him by confinement and 

bonds. 

89. And if advice and chastiseijent are of no avail, 

It is an evil tree; uproot 

40. When you are angry at any offe’s crime, 

Beflect patiently as to his punishment ; 

41. Because it is easy to break the ruby of Badakshan, 
But once broken, it cannot be united again. 


* AlhanMhlah i% beguyiins tli? first chapter of Kurda. 
0 
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Story on Deliberation of Kings and Delaying 
Punishment- 

1. A certain man came from the sea of Uman, ** 
Who had travelled over many seas and deserts. 

2. He had seen Arabia, Turkistan, Mazindran and 

Koumalia, 

And his pure mind (had acquired) the services of 
every kind of men. 

3. He had travelled, and become acquainted with society, 
Bulky of form, like a large boiled tree, but without leaf 

and very weak. 

4. Patched quilt with two hundred rags stitched together. 
The heat of which consumed his body. 

5. From the sea coast he came into a city, 

Of which a king was a mighty one ' ; 

6. Of a disposition good.name seeking ; 

Who had placed the head of humility at the feet of 
the Darvishes. 

7. The King’s servant washed the dust of the road 
From his head and body in the bath. 

8. When he placed his head on the King’s threshold, ■ 
Praising the King, he placed his hands on his breast, 

9. And came into the King’s hall, praying, . 

May thy fortune be young, and thy wealth increasing 1 

10. I have travelled not a stage in this territory, 

In which I found a single heart afflicted. 

11. I saw not one intoxicated with wine, 

Nay, I even found the taverns abandoned. 

12. Such for the King and his Kingdom is sufficient, 

That he is not pleabed with the injury done to 

any one. 

13. He spoke and spread the skirt of pearls of speech 

(applauded) [in delight. 

With such elegance that the King extended his sleeve 

14. The King approved of the agreeable speech of the manj 
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Called him near liimself, and honoured him, 

15. He gave him gold and jewels and thanked him for 
his coming, 

And inquired after his family and birth-place. 

IG. To the King’s enquiries about past events he replied, 
In birth and lineage he surpassed others. 

17. The King reflected in his own mind 

A^^hether he should confer the OfQce of Prime Mi- 
nister or Sudr "U^izarat on him. 

18. But by degrees, so that the courtiers 

Might not account it a i*eckless act and laugh at his 

19. His wisdom must first bo tested, [judgment. 

And his rank exalted according to merit. 

20. Prom the working of grief there may be burdens on 

the heart 

Of that one, who, inexperienced, attempts high deeds. 
21« When the Kazee writes with deliberation his decree, 
He is not ashamed on account of the opinion of the 
learned men. • [bowstring, 

22. Look at the (target) when thou hast the arrow in the 
Not when thou hast shot the arrow from thy hand. 
28. Though a person be equal to Joseph in rectitude and 
discretion, 

Still a year must pass before he becomes a Wazir. 

24. Unless much time is not passed (in inquiry), 

One cannot form an opinion of a pei*soh. 

25, The King discovered that he possessed good qualities 

of every kind, 

'That he was a wise man, <ind of pure religion. 

2G. The King saw his moral ^sposition and enlightened 
judgment, 

Careful of speech, andappreciator of the worth of man, 

27. In judgment superior and greater than the great ones, 
Ga\e him rank above his own Wazir. 

28. He possessed such wisdom and knowledge of work. 
That his orders and qirohibitions distressed no one. 
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29. He brouglii the Kingdom beneath his pen, 

So that sorrow came to none on bis account. 

30. He closed the tongue of all cavillers, 

Because words of harshness issued hot from his hand 
i. e. (mouth). ^ 

81. The envious one, who found not a grain of fraud (in 
his conduct) 

In his work, frisked like wheat in a frying pan. 

32. From his enlightened mind light was shed on the 

Kingdom. 

The old Wazir was seized with grief on account of 
the new CWazir) 

33. He saw not a single breach in that wise man’s actions, 
Eegarding which he could utter a reproach. 

84. The honest and the dishonest are the basin and 
the ant ; 

The ant cannot by force "make a hole in the basin. 

35. The King had two sun-shaped slaves, 

Who always served him loin -girt. [(fairy) 

36. '' Two pure forms like “ Hfir ” (nymph), and “Paree” 

Eesembling the Sun and the Moon without the like- 
ness of a third. [other, 

37. Two forms, thou would’st say one not excelling the 
• Eefleoted in the mirror one equal to the other. 

38. The sweet discourse and words of the wise one ■ 

Took possession of the hearts of those two box trees 

(youths) 

39. When they saw that the qualities of his disposition 

were good, ^ 

Naturally they became his well wishers and friends. 

40. Him also the inclination of humanity affected, 

Not an inclination like that of narrow-sighted evil ones, 

41. He would have a feeling of ease whenever 

He used to look on their faces. 

42. When thou desirest that thy dignity remain bight 
Oh Sir ! fix not thy heart on beautiful faces, . 
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48. For although there be no sensual desire, 

Still, beware, for there is fear of loss. 

44. The old Wazir obtained some slight inkling of this, 
And malevolently took the story to the King, 

45. Saying ; — “ I know not what they call him (new Wa- 

zir) or who he is, 

“ He wishes not to live in this country in chastity. 

46. *' I have heard that he is in love with thy slaves. 

“ He is a traitor and sensualist ; 

47. “ Those who have travelled live without fear, 

“ Because they have not been nurtured in the country 
or the ICingdom. 

48. *‘It is not proper that such a shameless black- 

faced one 

Should bring disrepute to the palace of the King. 

49. ** But I fear for the King’s bounty, 

'<lf I SCO evil and remain silent. 

50. “ In suspicion one ought not to speak hastily. 

I spoke not until I was quite satisfied (of the truth). 

51. Of my servants one among them saw 

“ That of these slaves one was in his embrace. 

52. “ I have now reported this, Oh King of mature 

judgment ! 

As I have tried, so do thou also try. 

53. “ He described this matter in the very worst way. 
i'Afay there be no happy day to the wicked man J 

54. “ When the malevolent one obtained the knowledge 

of a {riding matter. 

He consumed the vitals of the great one with fire. 

55. One can kindle fire fromtsmall sparks. 

And then one can burn 4he old tree.” 

66. This speech ma‘de the King so wrathful. 

That sighs rose from the heart to the lips. 

57. The baud of fury was stretched for (his) blood, 

But patience held forth the hands in front. 
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58. It is not humanity to destroy, a cherished one, 

' Oppression after justice is unMndness (odious) 

59. Injure not the one that thou hast cherished, 

When he possesses thine arrow, do strike him with 
the arrow. 

60. It is not right to bring one up tenderly, 

When thou wishest unjustly to shed his blood. 

61. So long as thou hadst not certainty of his skill. 

He had not access to the Eoyal Halls ; 

62. Now so long as his crime is not proved to thee, 

Desire not his injury on account of the speech of an 

enemy, 

68. The King kept this. secret concealed in his heart, 
Because he attended to the sayings of sages. 

64. “ Oh, wise man ! the heart is the prison of the secret, 
“ Which, when thou releaseth it, returns not to its 

chains.” 

65. He secretly looked into the conduct of the man, 

And found a defect in the way of the man of sense. 

66. When he (the new Wazir) suddenly cast a glance 

on one of the slaves, 

The fairy faced one covertly smiled, 

67. Two persons, possessed of one soul and sense (by 

sympathy) [unmoved. 

. Can discourse together even while their lips are 

68. Knowest thou that the pure lover can look even, with 

eyes cast down, 

Like the dropsical one who, though he drinks up 
the Tigris, is not satisfied ? 

69. The King’s susiucionfe of evil were strengthened (by 

what he saw) 

. In his frenzy he wished to be angry with him. 

70. But with right judgment and considerate thought 

, The King said gently to him ; “ Oh, thou of good 
reimtation. 
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71. “ I tool: thee for a -wise man, 

“ Made thee a confidant of the secrets of the States. 

72. " I considered thee sensible and wise, 

** Regarded thee not as shameless and unworthy I 
78. “ Such high dignity is not thy place. 

The error is mine ; it is not thy fault. 

74. “ 'When I cherish a base born one, undoubtedly 
“ I allow treachery in my house.” 

75. Then the man of much learning raised his head, 

And spoke thus to KingHhusroo : “ Versed in affairs, 

7G. “ "When the skirt (of my garment) is free from (the 
stain of) guilt, 

“ I fear not the malignity of the envious one. 

77. In my heart such a thought never occurred, 

“ I know not who uttered what was not imagined 
by me.” 

78. The King said, with astonishment: " Ob 'W’azir ! 

“ Raise not objection and dispute (facts).” 

70. Smiling, he placed his finger on his Ups, [dered at. 
Saying;— “ Whatever he spoke is not to be won- 

80. " The envious one who sees me occupy his place, 

“ Utters nothing regarding me sa^e what is evil. 

81. “I, from that moment, considered him my enefny. 
“When the King placed him below me. 

82. “When the Sultan gives me pre-eminence over him 
“ Does he not know that an enemy is in pursuit of me ? 

83. “ Ho will not accept me as a friend even in the day 

of resurrection, 

“ Since in my advancement he sees his own degra* 

84. “ I will repeat a true story oh this point, [dation. 
“ If thou wilt first give heedlo this slave. 
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•The Stoiy of a Man who Saw Satan in a Dream* 

1. " A person saw Iblis^ in a dream, 

“ In statm’e like a fir-tree, in face like-the sun. 

2. “ He looked, and said. ‘ Oh thou resemblance of the 

“ The people know not thy beauty. [moon, 

3. “ They consider thee terrible of figure, 

“ In the bath room they paint thee hideous.’ 

4. He laughed and said ' such is not my form. 

“ But the hand of the enemy holds the pencil. 

5. “ I cast out their root (Adam) from paradise, 

“ Now, out of malice, they paint me ugly.’ 

6. “ In like manner I have a good name only, 

“ For his own interests the evil disposed speak not' 
good of me. - - [dignity, 

7. “The Wazir whose honour was lowered by my 
“ I need to fly from bis deceits to the distance of a 

8. “ But I fear not the King’s wrath, [league. 

“ For an innocent one is bold in his speech. 

9. “ When words flow correctly from my pen, 

“ What fear have I of the world seizers. 

10. “ The Wazir was not put out by this accusation, . 

“ Nor feared the result of an enquiry. 

11. “ If the Magistrate seizes there is fear for that one, 

“ Whose weight in the scale is below the standard.” 

12. This speech of his amazed the King, [giving. 

He threw up (in astonishment) the hand of order 

13. “ It is not for the criminal by artifice and eloquence 
“ To escape (from t^e consequences of) the crime 

he has committedf 

14. “I have assuredly not heard this from thine enemy, 

* ■“ For, indeed, I have seen thee with mine own eyes. 

15. “ Forofthisassemblageofpeopleiumy Court, [slaves.” 
“ Thy glance has been turned to none save these two 


* i. e. The Satan. 
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The eloquent man laughed and replied, 

“Thy utterance ia correct and it is not right to 
conceal the truth. 

17. “ There is a point in this matter if thou -wilt listen, 
“May thy command be current and thy Govern- 
ment be powerful. 

18. “ Seest thou not that the helpless Durwish 
“ Eegards the rich one with regret ? 

19. “ The vigour of my prime of youth has passed, 

“ My life in pastimes and enjoyments also passed. 

20. “ I find no comfort save in seeing them (the slaves.) 

“ Because they possess the capital of beauty and 

21. “ I too (once) had such a rose hued face, • [grace. 
“ And limbs like crystal on account of their beauty. 

22. “ In this extremity, it is necessary to spin my shroud, 
“For my hair is like cotton,- and like a spindle my 

28. “ I, too, had such raven coloured ringlets, [body 
“ And on my body my dress was tight fitting from 
delicacy. 

24. “ Two rows of pearls had in my mouth a place, 

“ (Standing) erect like a wall of silver bricks. 

25. “ Now behold me at this time of speech, 

' “One by one, like (the arches of) an old bridge they 
have fallen. 

26. “Wherefore should I not look at them now with regret, 
“ When I recall to memory my past life. 

27. “ Those happy days (youth) have passed away from 

mo, - [an end.” 

“ And those days (old age) \till also come suddenly to 

28. When the wise man strung the peails of truth, 

(The King) said : — “To 'speak better than this is 

• impossible.” 

29. The King looking at the nobles said, [these. 

“ Look not for ^ords and truth more beautiful than 

80. “ A glance towards a beloved one is lawful to him, 

“ Who knows bow to excuse it with such arguments, 
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31. “ If I liad not deliberated wisely in my acts, 

"I should have injured him by tho urgings of his 
enemy (the old Wazir). 

82. “ Harshly and hastily to carry the hand to the sword, 
“Is to carry the back of the hand of regret to the 

teeth. [terested one. 

83. “■ Beware how thou givest ear to the speech of an in- 
“ For it thou dost accomplish his purpose, thou wilt 

repent.” [riches, 

84. To that one "of good name, dignity, honour and 
The King added and repremanded the evil speaker. 

35 . By the well judged acts of his sensible prime 

minister, * [goodness. 

His name became celebrated in the country for 

36. He governed the country for years with justice and 

liberality, 

He departed, but his good name was lasting. 

37. Those Kings who cherish religion, 

With the arm of faith.carry off the ball of the empire. 
88. Of such Kings in this age I see none, [other. 

But if there be one, it is Abubakar Sad and no 

39. He is a wise King of haj)py nature, 

May the branches of his hope prove fruitful. 

40. Thou art a tree of Paradise, Oh King ! 

For thou hast cast the shadow (of Tustice) to the 
distance of a year’s journey. 

41. I was desirous that the star of my good fortune 
Might cast the shadow of Huma’s wings over my 

head. ^ 

42. Wisdom said : — “ i^he Huma gives not wealth, 

“If thou dost desire j)rosperity, come under this sha- 
dow of Abu Bakar.” 

• 43. Oh God ! thou has't looked with mercy, 

Since thou hast east this shadow of Abu Bakar 
on the people. 
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44. I, elave-like, an offerer of prayer for tliis ldi>gdom, 
Oh, God ! keep thou this shadow (of Abu Bakar) 

perpetual. 

45. It is a good act to imprison before beheading, [one. 
Because one cannot join the head of the beheaded 

40, The Lord of Command and 'Wisdom and Majesty, 

Is not distressed by the clamour of men. [patience, 

47. (He whose) head (is) full of arrogance and void of 
. To him the Kingly crown is not lawful. 

48. I, say not : “ When' thou fightest keep a firm footing, 
“ (But) when thou art in anger keep reason in its 

propel place.” 

49. Ho nho is wise has patience, 

, But he is not wise whom auger subdues. 

50. Anger like an army rushing from ambush, 

Neither justice nor mercy nor religion remained, 

61. 1 saw hot beneath the heavens such a demon (as 
Frbm uhom so many angels fly. [anger) 

Discourse on ETe'rcy towards the WTeak- 

]. It is wrong (even) to drink water unless permitted 
by law, [is lawful. 

But, if thou dost sheddest blood, by legal decree it 
2. If the decree of law sentotfee one to death, 

Beuare, so that thou fear not to slay him. 

8. And if thou knowest of person of his tribe, 

Bestow gifts on them, and ease and tranquillity. 

4. The crime committed was the act of atyrannical man, 
(But) what Ts the crime of hi» wife and children ? 

5. Thy body is powerful, and great thine army. 

But lead it not into tby onemies* kingdom ; 

C, For ho flees to his lofty fortress, 

But ruin befalls the innoeeiit subject. 

7. Enquire into the condition of prisoners, [them. 
It is possible that an innocent one may be among 
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8. When a (foreign) merchant dies in thy country^ 

It is meanness to lay thy hand on his property. 

9. For afterwards they will weep bitterly for him, 

And his relation and tribe will say among themselves, 

10. “ That the unfortunate one died in a foreign country, 
“ That a tyrant seized the property that remained.” 

11. Think of that fatherless little one, 

And beware of the sighs of his afflicted heart. 

12. Many a good name of fifty years. 

By one single unworthy act is destroyed. 

13. Those of approved deeds and perpetual fame, 

Have not laid oppressive hands on the property of 
the people. 

14. If he be King of the whole world, [gar. 

When he seizes the wealth of the rich, he is a beg- 

15. The liberal generous man dies of want, 

But fills not his belly (at the pauper's expense) or 
from the side of the poor and needy. 

On Kindness towards People* 

1. " I heard that a certain just King 

Had a cloak, both sides of which were mere lining. 

2. Some one said, Oh Kusroo ! of fortunate days, 

Make a cloak of brocade of .China. 

3. He said ; — “ This is sufficient for covering and ease, 

“ If you exceed this, it would be ornament and deco- 

4. “ I take not taxes for the sake [ration. 

“ Of adorning my jjerson, my throne, and my crown, 

5. “ If like women I put decorations on my body, 

• “ How can I manfully repulse the enemy. [fold, 

6. “ My desire and greed for such (may be) a hundred 
“ But the treasury is not for me only. 

7. “ The Treasury is full for the Army, 

“ It is not for embellishment and ornament. 

8. “ The soldier, who is not pleased with the King^ 

Guards not the boundary of the country,” 
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9. If the enemy carries off the villager’s ass, 

Uow can the King exact tribute and a tenth ? 

10. The enemy takes a^vay his ass, the King his tribute, 

- , "Wliat prosperity dost .thou see for that throne and 

crown ? 

11. - It is not humanity to use violence over the fallen one, 

The base bird carries off the grain from before the ant. 

12. The subject is a tree, if thou wilt cherish it, 

Thou mayest according to the heart’s desire of thy 
friends enjoy the fruit; 

18. Pluoh it not out unmercifully root and fruit, 
pecauso the foolish man injures hie own body. 

14. Those enjoy the fruit of youth and fortune, 

Who oppress not the lowly. 

15. If an inferior one be distressed, ’ 

Beware of his lamentations to God, 

. IG. When it is possible to gain a country by peaceful 
means, [of the body. 

Bring not forth, by combat, blood from a single pore 
17. (I swear) by maulmess that the sovereignty of the 
whole universe, [ ground. 

Is not worth ono drop of blood that trickles on the 

tory about Jamshed’s Inscription on a Tountain. 

1. I have heard that King Jamshed, of happy nature, 
Engr.aved on a stone, on a fountain head: 

2. Many a one like us reposed at this fountain, 

And departed in the twinkling of an eye. [power. 
8. They, like us, conquered the world with manliness and 
But carried it not away with them to the grave. 

4. Wheu thou hast power over Ihine enemy, 

Injure him not for this (power) is in itself enough 
affliction to him. 

5. A living, stupified, and bewildered enemy about thee, 

(seeking thy blood) ' [(neck.) 

Js better than (hat liis Wood should be on thy head 

4 
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Story about Darius and Keeper of the King’s Horses. 

I. I have heard that Darius of illustrious family, 

Got separated from his retinue, on a hunting day. 

S. A shepherd came running towards him, 

The Monarch drew an arrow from his quiver. 

3. Beware of the enemy in the desert,' 

For in the house, the rose is free from thorns. 

4. The frightened shepherd raised an outcry, 

Saying : — “ I am not an enemy, seek not to slay me. 

5. “ I am he who takes care of the King’s horses, 

“ Employed in this meadow, in thy service.” 

6. The King’s perturbed heart recovered its composure, 
He laughed and said, “ Oh thou of contemptible judg- 

7. “ Thy good angel favoured thee ; otherwise, [ment. 
“ I had drawn the bowstring to the ear.” 

8. The guardian of the meadow laughed and said, 

“ It is not proper to conceal advice from friends. 

9. “ It is not a laudable thought or good judgment, 

ThattheKing does not know an enemy from afriend. 

10. Such is a condition of one who is great, 

“ That he should know each inferior one who he is.-- 

II. Thou hast often seen me in thy presence, 

“ Thou hast asked me about the horses and the 
pasture.' 

12. “ Now I retm’n to thee in friendliness, 

“ Thou dost not distinguish me again from an enemy, 

13. “ I am able, Oh renoyrned Monarch, 

“ To distinguish a hprse out of a hundred thousand. 

14. “ I hold the guardianship by means of wisdom and 

judgment, [bility. 

Thy guardianship should also keep thy flock in sta- 

15. “ From anarchy arises sorrow in that Kingdom, 

Where the statesmanship of the King, is less than 
that of a shepherd.” 
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Story of the Regard of Kings for their Subjects. 

1. How canst fchou hear the cry of one demanding 
Thy bedroom curtains being at Saturn. {justice, 

2. So sleep that the cries may reach thy ear, 

If the crier for justice raises a shout. 

3. He complains of the tyrant who is in thy time, 

For every oppression he practises is thy oppression. 

4. The dog tears not the skirt ofacaravanee (traveller,) 
But rather the ignorant villager who cherishes the 

5. Boldly hast thou~cotne Oh Sadi ! [dog. 

When the sword (of speech) is in thy hand, be vic- 

' torious. [spoken, 

6. Say what thou’ knowest. It is well that truth be 
Thou art not a bribe-taker nor pretence-giver. 

''^7. Be tongue-tied, but wash philosophy from the book, 
Break up avarice and say whatever thou desirest. 

Story of the King of Irak and One Who Lamented 
beneath an Arch* 

1. A haughty King of Irak came to hear, 

Of a poor man who under an arch continued saying, 

2. At Vho door (of God) thou even art hopeful, 

“ Then fulfil the desires of those sitting at thy doors. 
, 8. “ Sp* fice irom fetters the hearts of those who are 
sorrowful, 

“ So that thy heart may never be sorrowful. 

4. “ The grief of the heart of fhe justice-seekers, 

Casts down a King from his Kingdom. 

5. ** Thou sleeping happily in the harem at midday, 

“ Say' to the stranger “ Burn in the heat outside.” 

• 6. “ God exacts Justice for that person, 

“ Who from the King cannot demand justice.” . 
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Story of the Son of Ahdul Aziz- 

1. A nobleman, a person of discernment, 

Tells a story of the son of Abdul Aziz. 

2. That he had a precious stouc set in a ring, [value. 
Of which the jeweller was unable to estimate the 

3. Thou wouldst say that at night it was a world illumin- 

A pearl, in light like the day. [ating orb, 

4. It chanced, there came a year of drought, 

■When the full moon faced ones became as the new 
moon. , [men, 

5. When he beheld neither ease nor strength among 
He thought it not manliness to be himself at ease. 

6. When one sees poison in the mouths of men,. 

How can sweet water pass through his throat. 

7. He ordered and they sold the ring stone for silver, 
For he had compassion on the needy and the orphan. 

8. In one week, he gave as spoil the whole price. 

To the poor, the indigent, and the needy. 

9. They began to pour reproaches on him, 

Saying : — “(A ring) suchlike will not again come 
to thy hand.” 

10. I heard, he said, while a rain of tears [candle) 

Poured down his cheeks, like wax (of a melting 

11. “ It is unw^orthy of a King (to have) an ornament, 

“ When the hearts of the citizens are rent with dis- 

12. “ For me a ring, without a stone, is befitting, [tress. 
“ Buttheheartof the people, afflicted, is not befitting.” 

13. Happy he w'ho the ease of the man and woman, 

Seeks in preference ^to his owm ease. - 

14. Men of excellence have not showm a desire. 

For pleasures got at the cost of grieving others, 

15 . If the King sleeps peacefully on the throne. 

The poor man sleeps not, 1 think at ease. 

' 16. But if he keeps awake a long time at night, 

Then men will sleep in ease -and comfort. 
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17. Praise bo to God ! this disposition of rectitude, 

Is possessed by Afabak Abu Bakar son of Sad. 

18. No one sees a sigu-of calamity in Persia, 

Except tbe figures of the lovely moon-faced ones. 

19. These five couplets came sweetly pleasant to my ears, 
■Which they chanted last night in an assembly 

. Saying:— 

1. Last night life was enjoyment to me, 

“ For Iho moon-faced oue was in my embrace. 

2. “ 1\’'hen I saw her overpowered with sleep, 

I said : — ‘ Oh lovely one, the cypress before thee 
ia low in station. 

3. One moment wash sweet sleep from the Narcissus 
(the eyes) 

“Laugh lihe the rose-bush, sing like the nightingale. 

4. “ Oh calamity of the ago I Why dost thou sleep ? 

“ Como and bring tho sweet red wine.* 

6. “ Starting from sleep, she looked up and said • 

“ Thoucallestmo Calawity nndbiddestme ‘ sleep not’.” 
6. In tho time of the Sultan (Abu Bakar) bright souled, 
Oue sees no other calamity of wakefulness. 

’ ^tory of Atabak Takla Son of Sad Zangi, 
(May the mercy of the Almighty Je on him.) 

1, It is written in the history of the former Kings, 

That when Takla sat on the throne of Zangi 

2. No person injured another in his time, 

If this were so, he surpassed (all former Kings) and 
this is enough. 

8. He oncG spoke thus to a pious man. 

Saying : — “ My life has passed away uselessly. 

4. “ Since realm and rank and throne pass away. 

No one except the Fakeer carries away empire 
from the world. 
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5. “I desire to sit in tlie corner of the devotion 

“ That I may derive advantage from the five re- 
maining days of my life.” 

C. When the "wise man of enlightened mind heard this, 
He rose np in anger and said : — “ Enough Oh Tahla ! 

7. “ Eeligion is only in the service of men, 

“ It is not in the rosarj^ i:)rayer, carpet and patched 
garment. 

8. “Eemain on thy own royah throne, 

“ But be a darvish in purity of disposition. 

9. “ Gird up thy loins in sincerity and desire (of God), 

“ Bind up the tongue of boastful speech and pretension. 

10. “ In religion the foot (of action) is necessary and 

not the breadth of praj’-er, 

“ For words without action have no reality. 

11. “ The saints who possessed the ready money of purity, 
“-Wore such patched habits undol’ their upper gar- 
ment.” 

Story of the Sultan of Enm and the Good Man. 

\ 

1. I heard that the Sultan of Bum wept, 

Before a learned and good man, 

2. Saying: — “ Power is not left to me at the hands of 

the enemy. 

Save. this fort and city nothing remains. 

8. “ I tried much that my son, 

“ Might be the chief of the assembly after me. 

4. “ Now the enemy of base origin has prevailed, 

“ He has twisted the hand of manliness and exertion. 

5. “ What plan Can I devise ? what resources can I em- 

ploy ? 

“ For the soul in my body is burnt up with sorrow.” 

6. The wise man was amazed and said : — “ Wherefore 

this lamentation ? 

“ Is it becoming such wisdom a spirit to w^eep ? 
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7. “ What is Kingdom (to thee) bear thy own sorrow ? 

“ For the gi eater and best paitof thy life has passed. 

8. “ For my (^snoit lemains of) life this extent (of 

country) is sufficient, [another. 

When thou hast departed the world is the place of 

9. “ Whether he be wise or foolish, [grief. 

“ Grieve not for him, because he will endure his own 

*10. “ The world is not worth the trouble of possessing, 

“ Of seizing by sword and of abandoning, 

11. “ Think only thyself, becadse the wise man, 

" Who succeeds thee will bear the burthen of his 
own grief* ' * 

12. “ Be not boastful on account of these five days* stay, 

“ Prepare with thought the plan of departure. 

13. " Whom dost thou know amoilg the Kings of Peisia, 
** Who oppressed their inferiors ? 

14. “ Whose Kingdom, and throne has not fallen to de- 

cline ? [High God. 

“ Nothing remaining save the country of the most 

15. “ Who hopes to live for ever' in this world, 

“ When the world itself is not eternal ? 

10, With whom does silver, gold, treasure, property 
remain ? [foot. 

“ In a few days after hm it becomes trodden under 

17. “ But he, of whom one generous act leinains(current), 

Perpetual blessings are showered on his soul. 

18. “ A great one whose name abides on account of good- 
“ One may say with the pious “ he remained.” [ness, 

19. “ Oh ! Be mindful that thou dost cherish the tree 

of liberalit}’, * 

“ For then thou wilt assurediy enjoy the fruit of hope. 

20. *' Practise liberality, for to-morror^ when they pro- 

duce tbe Book of Account (at the Judgment day), 
They will confer dignities according to thy good 

21. “ He, whose foot is foremost in endeavour, [deeds. 

“ Has the high dignity at the shriue of God. 
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22. “ He, 'bac'k-slicler, treacherous and shameless, 
“.Eemains concealed, "without performing anything. 

23. “ Avoid him, so that he may hite the hack of his 

hand in regret, 

The oven so hot yet be failed to take the bread 
(of goodness.) - [cover, 

24i. “ At the time of reaiung the harvest, thou wilt dis- 
“ That idleness is not seed-sowing.” 

■ Story of the Unjust King’ and a Devout Priend. 

1. A pious man in the confines of Syria, [world, v 

Betook himself to a cave for an abode ax^art from the 

2. By his i^atience in that dark corner of a jdace, 

His foot was placed on the treasure of contentment. 

3. The great ones bowed their heads at his door, 

Because his head entered not ilieh’ doors. 

4. The XDious man of X)ure practice desires, 

By practice of poverty, the abandonment of lust. 

5. When every hour his lust cries “ give,” [village. 

It causes him to wander in contempt from village to 

6. In the land where this wise old man dwelt, 

There was a tyrannical King 

7. Such that every helpless one he fonnd, [him.) 

He with powerful griiDe twisted his hand (tortured 

8. A world-consuming, merciless, and malevolent slajm*, 
By his bitter (violence) the - face of the world became 

sour. . [and shame, 

9. Crowds left the country on account of the tyranny 
And carried his bloody name into other countries. 

10. A crowd of poor anc\ miserable wretches 'remained. 

And behind the spinning wheel uttered curses 

(against him.) 

11. In the ifiace where the hand of tyranny is extended, 
Thou wilt not see the laughing lip of man -open, ■ 

12. The tyrant used to visit the Shaik occasionally, 
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Bnt that " friono oi uod,” (the pious man) would not 
^ look at him. [tune ! 

15. The King once said to him,— “ Oh thou of happy for- 
“ Turn not thy face sternly in ahhorence at me. 

14. “ Thou knowest that I desire thy friendship, 

“ "Wherefore dost thou bear me enmity ? 

IB. “ Allowing that I am not the ruler of a country, 

“ Yet I am not less than a D.arvish in honour. 

16. “ I ask you not to place my excellence above others, 

“ But treat me at least as you treat others.” 

17. The devout and wise man heard this speech. 

With amazement and said : — Oh wise King, 

18. " People are in distress owing to thy existence, 

'* I like not to see the people in distress. 

19. (Since) thou art at enmity with my friends, 

“ I do not consider thee my friend. 

20. " But if I should happen to have friendship for thee, 
"What then, if God should consider thee an enemy ? 

21. " Khudadost,* even should they flay him, (friends, 
“ Will not become the friend of the enemy of his 

22. “I wonder nt the sleep of that stony hearted one, 

" Ou whose account a whole nation sleeps uneasily, 
28. ” Oh thou ! if thou hast virtue, sense and wisdom, " 

" Then girdupthy waist ofmercy and bounty andact." 

On Paying Regard to the Wishes ofDarvishes, 

1. Oh lofty one I Exercise not violence on the lowly, 

For the world remaiuB not (always) in one way. 

2. Twist not the wrist of the wiak one. 

For should he prevail thou ^iit be worthless. 

8. Do not displace the feet of any one, [helpless. 

For if thy fall should happen, thou wilt become 
4. It is better that the hearts of friends be happy than 
treasure should bo collected,' 


Khadadost, a pious in.'in, 
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It is better that the' treasury be empty, tliau tbe 
people in distress. 

• 5 . Cast not down tbe work of any ono, at liis foot, 

Because it may so happen that thou mayest have to 
fall at his feet (be in need of assistance.) 

6. Oh weak oue !■ Endure the violence of the. strong one, 
For a day may come when thou mayest be stronger 

than ho. ’ 

7. With prayers raise an outcry against the oppressor, 
Since the arm of prayer is better than the hand of' 

violence. 

S, Say to the 'dry lip of the oppressed one, “laugh not !” 
For (Fate) will pull out lhe teeth of the tyrant. 

9. By the sound of the drum the rich man was a- 

wakened, [passed ? 

What does he know, how the night of the watchman 

10. The caravan traveller grieves for his own baggage, 
His heart is not consumed with grief at the sore 

back of the ass. 

11. Granted that thou art not-among the number of the 

fallen (distressed), 

(But) when thou seest a fallen one why dost thou 
stand erect (not helping) ? 

12. Concerning thee I will telltheethestory of apastevent, 
For, to omit relating it would be indolence. 

Story on the Duty of Shewing Mercy to the "Weak 
when in 1*0 wer. 

/ 

C 

1. There was such a famine ono year in Damascus, 

That lovers became forgetful of lov^e. 

2. The sky was so niggardly over the earth, 

That the crops and date trees moistened not their lips, 
g. The springs of the old fountains dried up, [orphans. 
No water remained- ^ ave the water of the eyes of the 
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4. It' was not (smoke) but llie sigli of the widow woman, 
If any smoke came from the chimney (in appearance)^ 

6. Like the (bare) Darvish I saw trees divested of their 
leaves, ‘ - [tressed. 

And the strong armed one languid, and sorely dis- 

6. No verdure in the mountains, the bough (leafless) in 

the garden, 

Locusts ate up the garden and men the locusts. 

7. At that state -of things a friend came before me, 

Of whom nothing but skin and bones was left. 

8. I was astonished for he was in good circumstances, 
"Was lord of rank and gold and riches. 

9. I asked him Oh friend of pure disposition, 

“ Say what misfortune hath befallen thee/’ 

10. He cried out angrily : — “ Where is thy understanding, 
“ When knowing thon dost nsk the question is a fault. 

11. " Seest tliou not that distress has reached its climos, 
** That aftliction has reached its estremest point ? 

12. The rain descends not from the sky, 

" The smoke (sighs) of afflicted heart ascends nol.” 

18. I said to him : — After all there was not any fear for 
“ Poison kills only where there is no antidote, [thee, 
14. “ If others should perish from want, 

“ Thou (at least) hast wealth “What fear of storm 
to the duck ?” 

16. The pious oue gazed sadly at me, 

Like the look of a sage at a fool. 

16. Saying : — “ Oh friend ! though a man he on the shore, 
“He is not at ease when his^lriends are drowning, 

17. “ My face is not pale from w^mt of victuals, 

“ Grief for those foodless ones, has afflicted my heart. 

18. “ The wise one desires not to see a wound, 

“Either on the body of another or on my own. 

19. “ Thanks be to God I am free from wounds, [bles. 
“ Yet, when I see a wounded one, my body also trem* 

20. “ The pleastire of a healthy one is destroyed, 
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“ By tlie sight of a sick and languid one at his side. 

21. “ When I see tbe poor Darvish eats not, 

“ The morsel of food in my throat is poison and pain. 

22. “ When taking away one of his friends to prison, 

“ What pleasure do you leave to him in the garden ?” 

Story of the Selfish Han. 

1. One night the sighs of the people kindled fire, 

Which, I heard, consumed one half of the City of 

Bagdad. 

2. One in tbe midst of dust and smoke thanked (God), 
Saying: — “ Ko injury has'reached my shop.” 

8. An experienced one said to him, “ Oh thou blockhead, 
“ Thou thinkest of thine own grief and no more. 

4. Dost tbou approve that the vhole city should burn 
“ Provided thy house is on one side ?” [by fire, 

6. Save the cruel hearted, how may one fill his stomach 
with food, 

When he sees persons bind stones on the belly (to 
alleviate the pangs of hunger) ? 

6. How can the rich man himself eat a morsel. 

When he sees the Darvish drink his own blood 
(through grief) ? [health,” 

7. Saj' not to the sick attendant, that be is in good 
Por he writhes with grief like a sick one. [stage, 

8. The tender hearted one, when friends arrive at a 
■ Sleeps not (thinking) of the weary loiterers in rear. 

9. The heart of Kings^becomes burdened (with grief), 
When they see the burdened ass of the wood-cutter 

in the mud. 

10. If in the house of happiness there be one (to hear), 
One word of the sayings of Sadi is sufficient. 

11. This also is sufficient if thou wilt but hear, 

Ji thou sowest thorns, thou reapest not jessamin^e ^ 
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On Justice and its Kewards* 

1. Dost tbou know abont the Kings of Persia, 

That they exercised tyranny on the humble. 

2. Of that dignity, and sovereignty nothing remained, 
Nor did that oppression^over the peasant remain. 

3. Behold the crime committed by the hand of the tyrant ! 
Theworldremained : — he with his tyrannies departed 

from this world, 

4. Happy on the Day of Judgment is the body of the just. 
Because he has a place in the shadow of the throne 

of God. • . [God, ^ 

6. Over the tribe whose good deeds are approved of by 
He appoints a King, just and of good judgment. 

6. (But) when he wishes to rain a world; 

Ho places it in the grasp of a tyrant. ' 

7. The good ones act cantioasly towards him, 

For a tyrant is the manifestation of God’s wrath. 

8. Becognise his greatnessand understand the obligation. 
Because theprosperity ofthe ungrateful ones vanishes. 

9. Hast thou not read in the holy book, [prosperity ? 
That thanks'giving is the means of the increase of 

10. If thou offercst for this country and property, 

Thou mayest get a property and country knowing no 
decline. 

11. But if thou exercisest tyranny in sovereignty, 

After sarereignty beggary may he thy portion. 

12. Sweet sleep becomes unlawful to a King, 

When the weak bears the bfirthen of the strong. 

13. Injure not the people even ’to the extent of a mus- 

tard seed, 

For the Sultan is the shepherd, the people, the flock. 

14. When they suffer violence and injustice from him, 

He ’is not a shepherd but a wolf, cry out against him. 

15. The evil-doer departed (died) thinking evillyi 
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Who exercised oppression over his inferior. 

16. If thou desirest not that their curses should folio w, 
Be good, so that bad may not be said of thee by any 
of the two brothers. 

Story of the Two Brothers, One Just and the Other 

Unjust. 

1. I have heard that in the country of the West, 

There were two brothers sons of one father. 

2. Warlike, headstrong and stout bodied, 

Handsome, wise and sword wielders. 

3. The father found them to be terrible. 

And combative and fond of war. 

4. He went (and) divided the' country into two parts, 
And gave to each son a portion. 

5. Lest they should wrangle with each other, 

And draw the sword of hatred in a battle. 

6. Shortly after this, the father ended his days, 
Surrendered the sweet soul to the Soul-Creator. 

7. Death broke for him the cord of hope. 

Death tied for him the hand of action, 

8. That Kingdom was established between two Kings, 
With the treasures and an army ever without limit 

and computation. ' [vantage, 

9. Each according to his own view sought his own ad- 
Each taking his own path. 

10. One chose justice that he might acquire a good namep 
One tyranny that he might gather wealth. 

11. One made benevolence, his mode of life, 

Bestowed money and cherished the poor. 

12. Laid foundations of buildings, gave bread and caress-* 

ed the army, 

He built (inns) for the poor to pass the night in. 

13. Emptied his treasury but filled the Soldiery, 

Doing as people do in festive times. [ment, 

14. Then rose to heaven like thunder the sound of merrL 
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As in Sbiraz in tho reign of Abubatar Sdd. 

15. The wise pritice of gracions disposition, 

May the bough of his (tree of) hope be (ever) fruitful. 

16. Listen now to the story of the name-seeking youth, 
Of approved conduct and happy disposition. 

17. He was the sincere servant of the high and the low, 
Assiduous, morning and evening in praising God. 

18. In that country Korah went about fearlessly, 

For the Hing was just, and the poor content, 

19. In his time nohoart was pierced, 

I say, not by a thorn, nay, not even by a rose leaf. 

20. By aid his Sovereignty prevailed over other chiefs, 
They placed their heads on the line (of submission), 

21. Tho other sat to add to (tho splendour) of his throne 

and crown, 

He increased the tribute of the village peasants. 

S2. Coveted the wealth of the merchants, 

Brought sorrow to the hearts of the helpless ones. 

23. I say not that he was an evil-wisher of the poor, 

Assuredly he was his own enemy, [enjoyed, 

24. In hope of increase of (riches) he neither bestowed nor 
The wise man knows that he acted ill. : 

25. For while he collected money by cheating, 

The army became distracted from destitution. 

26. The merchants received intelligence, [less one. 
That tyranny prevailed in the country of that worth- 

27. They cut off trafficking in that land, 

Of crop there was none, the people were distressed. 

28. "When Fortune turnedher head from befriending him, 
The enemy nec'essarily overcame him, 

29. The enmity of heaven plucked out his root and fruit, 
' The hoofs of the enemies’ horses dug up the country. 

80. From whom could he expect fidelity, himself faithless ? 
From whom could he exact tribute, the villagers 

having fled ? 

81. What good can that faithless one expect, 
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When curses follow at his heels ? [tion, 

82. Because his fortune was reversed on the day of crea- 
He did not do what the good said : — “ Bo.” 

33. What said the good men to that good man, 

“Eat thou the fruit for the tyrant did not eat it.” 

34. His Judgment erroneous, his deliberation weak. 

For what he sought in injustice was found in Justice. 


Story of a Man who Cut the Branch on which He Sat. 

1. A man seated on the end of a branch was cutting the 

butt, [going on. 

The master of the garden saw and observed what was 

2. He said if this man does wrong, 

“He does not to me but (wrong) to his own body.” 

8. Counsel is proper if thou wilt listen, [shoulder. 
Throw not down the weak ones with strength of 

4. Because the beggar who before thee is not worth 

a barley corn. 

Will take thee to-morrow (the- day of Judgment) 
before God. 

5. If thou desirest to be powerful to-morrow. 

Make not the lowly one thine enemy (to-day). 

.6, Because, when this Kingdom passes from thee. 

That beggar may maliciously grasp thy skirt. 

7. Aldict not, and restrain thy hand from oppressing the 

weak, [ashamed. 

Because if overcoihe by them thou wilt become 

8. In the opinion of th^ independent ones, it is a disgrace 
To fall by the hands of the fallen. 

9. The great ones’ enlightened minds of good fortune, 
By wisdom gained the crown and the throne. 

10. Swerve not (from the ]patb) in following the upright, 
And if thou seekest truth, listen to Sddi. 
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On the (^uiet- Contentment of the Barvish. 

1. Say not, that there is no rank higher than sovereignty. 
Because there is no Kingdom safer than the King- 
dom of Barvish. 

2. Lightly loaded men travel faster, 

This is the truth which the pious ones listen to. 

3. The empty handed one suffers anxiety about a loaf, 
But Kings suffer anxiety about the whole world. 

4. If the beggar obtains his evening bread (meal). 

He sleeps as soundly as the Sultan of Syria. 

0. Sadness and miith come to an end. 

Both are removed from the head (heart) by Beath, 

6. Whether it be this one on whose they place a crown, 
Or that one, on whose neck the yoke of tribute fell. 

7. Whether the exalted one be in Saturn, 

Or whether the straitened in prison. 

8. When death makes attack on the head of these two, 
It is impossible to distinguish one from the other. 

Story of a Sliull that Spoke to a Bevotee- 

1. I have heard that once, on the banks of the Tigris, 

A skull spoke to a devout man, 

2. ** I once possessed the pomp of sovereignty, 

“ The cap of greatness (crown) covered my head, 

8. Heaven helped and fortune befriended me. 

With the arm of power I qonquered Irak (Babylon.) 

4. “ I greatly coveted the conquest of Kirman,* 

“ When suddenly (Kirman’a) worms eat my head.” 

5. Braw out the cotton of negligence from theearof sense, 
So that the advice of the dead may enter thy ear. 


K\rinan means worms, and Kinnan is the name of the Capital 
of Karamania. 
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. On Good and Bad Acts and their Eesults. 

1. The man of good acts is not a bad man, 

No one practises evil hoping to reap good. 

2. The desire, of ^ evil always occnpies the mind of the 

mischief maker, 

He is like the scorpion, which seldom returns to his 
own house. 

8, If care for another’s advantage be not in thy nature. 
Then such a jewel (disposition) and the hard stone 
are alike. 

4. I spoke wrongly. Oh friend of happy nature ! 

Because there is good in iron, stone and brass. 

5. Such men were beat dead for shame, 

Since a stone in excellence is superior to him. 

6. Not every one of mankind is better than an animal. 
For even a ravenous beast is better than a bad man. 

7. Man endowed with wisdom, is better than the beast, 
'But not a man that like a rapacious beast preys 

upon man. 

8. A man who only thinks of eating and sleeping. 

What superiority has he over the quadrupeds ? 

9. The luckless horseman who goes the wrong road, 

Is surpassed by one travelling on foot. 

LO. No one, who sowed the seed of magnanimity. 

Gathered not, at the harvest, the desire of heart. 

LI, We have in the course of our lives, never heard. 

That to the bad man goodness ever came. 

About the Man who Fell into a Well- 

1, A certain officer fell into a well. 

One such that out of dread of him the lion would be- 
come a female. 

2. An evil man experienced nothing save evil. 

He fell, and none more helpless than himself, he saw. 
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8. Ail night on account of weeping and lamentation, he 
slept not, 

One flung a stone at his head and said 

4. “Pidstthou overcome (to listen) to the complaint 

of any one ; 

That to-day thou crieat for a deliverer ?- 

5 . “ Pidst thou ever sow the seed of goodness ? 

“ Behold ! therefore the fruit that thou wilt gather, 

6. “ "Who to thy wounded soul, will apply ointment, 

*' When hearts, wounded by thee, keep lamenting. 

7. *' Since thou duggest a well on the road for us, 

“ Assuredly thou hast thyself fallen into that well/* 

8. Two persons dig wells for the high and the low, 

One of good diapoaition the other of evil repute. 

9. The one to refresh the throat of the thirsty, [into it. 
The other that the people* may fall up to the neck 

10. If thou dost evil, look not for good, 

For the tamarisk does not bear the grape. 

Hi Think not, Oh thou that hast sown barley in autumn. 
That thou wilt reap wheal at harvest time. 

12. If thou fondly cherishesl tbo Znkum (tree of hell,) 
Think not thou wilt ever eat fruit of it. 

18. Keither the rare luscious date, nor the colocynth yield 
Hope in the seed which you scatter. [ fruit, 

Story of' of Yoosuf, aud the Good MaU' 

,ar(b/ e; 

1. The adw ti of a good man, 

'^-Tsjike L I'jjy sped to Hajjdj. 

2. He oCBcers of the Court, 

Saying, skin him and spill hiS blood. 

8. When no excuse remains to the oppressor, 

He turns aside his face in haste. 

4, The man of God laughed and wept, [nished. 

The stony hearted one of warped judgment was asto- 


Sajjdj, A notorioas tyrant who ruled over AraWan It&k. 
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6. Then he saw that he both laughed and wept. 

He asked : What is the cause of this laughing 
and weeping? ” 

6. He said : “ I wept on account of my fate, 

“ For I have four helpless children. 

7. “ I laugh because of the mercy of the pure God, 

That I am consigned to the dustas an oppressed one, 
and not as ah oppressor.’^ 

8. A certain one said to him : “ Oh illustrious King, 

“ Forbear : Withhold thy hand from this aged peasant 

9. “ For the people rely and depend upon him, 

“ And it is not proper to destory a world at a time. 

10. “ Be mindful of magnanimity, forgiveness and mercy, 
** Of the little ones, his children think, 

11. “ Thou art perhaps an eneiiiy to thy own family, 

“ Since thou approvest of evil to families of others. 

12. “ Because of hearts lacerated by thy violence, 
“Expect not that on the last day peace will be thine. 

13. “ The oppressed one slejit not, dread his sighs, 

“ lleware of the morning sigh of his heart. 

14. “ Dost thou not fear that a pure ‘minded one some 

night, 

“ May bring forth a heart-burning sigh (saying : Oh 
God) !” 

15. In his vehemence he so napped his fingers at him, 
That for Hajjaj the hand for argumeji^i-’Iiell closed. 

16. Did not Batan commit evil, and belirer hearciod ? 

Vile deeds yield not good fruit. ^ne. 

17. At the time of dispute tear not the v| 

For thou also may^t have a shameJajT-oU^ceal under 
the veil, ‘ 

18. Shout not defiance to the lion hearted ones, 

"When thou canst not beat boys at boxing. 

19. I heard that he listened not but shed his blood. 

Who can know how to escape from the mandate of 

God. 
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20. A venerable roan, slept that night, in this tbongbf, 
In Wb clreatn, he savf the Darvish (the slaughtered 

man) vrho said, 

21. His (the King’s) panishment was but of a moment 

for me, 

But eternal tortures await him till the Judgment day. 
Story on the Oppression of the Lowly* 

1. A person (once) gave his son advice : 

“ Bear in mind the advice of the wise. 

2. “ Oppress not the lowly. Oh my son ! 

“ Lest one day a great one may attack thee. 

8. *' Dost thou not fear, Ohchild of littleunderstanding, 
“ That one day a panther may rend thee in pieces ? 

4. In youth, I was strong of grasp, ' 

The humble were distressed id heart on account 
of me. 

5. ** (One day) I got a blow from the fist of a strong one, 
“ I used not force again upon the weak.” 

On the Vigilance of Kings- 

1. ‘ Beware of the sleep of negligence (because sleep) 

Is unlawful for the eyes of the chief of tribes. 

2. Take care to sympathise with the sorrow of inferiors, 
Fear (be heedful) of the violence of the times. 

^ S. The advice that is disinterested, 

Is like medicine bitter but cures disease. 

^“^Story of the King who Suffered*from the Guinea-worn 
Bisease- 

1. They tell a story of one of the Kings, 

Whom the gainea*worm disease made like a spindle, 

2. So much had bodily weakness prostrated him, 

That he even envied his healthy inferiors, 
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5. For the King though famous on the chess board, 

Is inferior to the pawn when overcome by weakness. 

I. A courtier kissing the ground before the King, 

Said : — “ May his Majesty’s life be eternal. 

6. “ In this city there is a man of accepted prayers, 

“ There are like him but few devotees. 

6. ** None places before him (his desire) on important 

affairs, 

“ "Whose object is not accomplished in a moment. 

7. “ Summon him, that he may invoke prayers on this 

disease, 

“ That mercy may descend from Heaven to Earth.” 

8. He ordered so that superior’ servants 

Sent for the old man of auspicious footsteps. 

9. He, (the King) said to him, ”Pray for me. Oh wise man, 
” For I am fastened in a fort by the tape worm like 

a needle.” 

10. The old man bent of back, heard this speech, 

And raising his angry voice, with severity 

II. Said : ” God is kind to one who grants justice, 

“ Forgive and beholdthe forgiveness of the Just (God). 

12. “ How will my prayers avail thee, 

“ While oppressed captives are in the pit in fetters ? 

13. “ Not having shown mercy to the people, 

How canst thou expect ease from fortune ? 

14. Thou must supplicate pardon for thy sins, 

” And then to ask the holy man (Shaik Salih) or his 
prayers. 

15. “ How will his supplications avail thee, 

While the prayer^ of thy victims rise ^ehindthee?” 

16. Hearing this speech the Sovereign of Persia, 
Frowned with anger and shame. 

17. Then in distress said in his own heart, 

“ Why do Igrieve? What the Darvishhas said is true.” 

18. He ordered so that all in prison, 

By his command were quickly released. 
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19. The experien.ced one (Barvisli) after two inclinationa 

of the head, 

Uplifted the hand of snpplication to God {in prayer) 

20. Saying Oh thou who exalted the heaven, 

“ Thou didst seize him in contest with thee, release 
him now in peace with thee. ” 

21. The holy man was still holding his hands in prayers, 
“When the helpless sich man leapt to his feet, 

22. Thou wouldst say, that he would fly for joy, 

Like the peacock, when he saw not the cord round 
his feet. 

23. He ordered; and the jewels from his treasury, 

They scattered at his feet and under his head, 

2i. It is not right to conceal the truth for the sake of 
the false, 

So Ecattoring them (the jewels) from his skiit ho said: 

25. “ Return not again tolhehead of the thread (tyranny) 
** Lest the head of the thread-worm be again raised, 

26. “ "^Vhen thou hast once made a slip, watch thy steps, 

In order that thou mayst not slip a second time.” 

27. Listen to Sadi : for truth lies in this saying ; 

“ It is not' on every occasion the fallen one rises.” 

Discourse on the Perishable Nature of Kingdoms and 
the World- 

1. Oh son \ worldly wealth is 'tool everlasting, 

No fidelity can bo expected from it. 

2. Travelled not on the moining.and evening breeze 
The throne of Solomon ? May, peace be on him. 

8. And sawest thou not at last it (i.e. throne) went to 
the winds (of non-existence) ? [justice. 

Happy ho who departed possessed of learning and 

4. That one carried off the ball of Prosperity, 

' "Whoconeerned himselffor the happiness of the people. 

5. "Vl^hat they took up with themselves came of use, 

Hot those things which they amassed and left behind. 
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On the Death of the Chief of Egypt* 

1. I have heard regarding the glorious Chief of Egypt* 
That the King of Terror sent his army to invade 

his life. 

2. Beauty passed a'way from his heart-refreshing cheeli. 
Like the sun become yellow of the day, but little re- 
maining. 

8. The wise men gna'wed the hand of regret, 

Because they found no remedy against death in the 
medical hook. 

4. Ever}’ throne and country is subject to decline, 

Save the kingdom of the eternal ruler. ‘ 

6. "W^hen the day of his life was becoming night, 

They heard him uttering in a low tune : 

6. “ There was not a King in Egypt like me, 

“ Yet when such is the end all is worthless. 

7. ‘‘ I gathered the world, but enjoyed not its fruit, 

“ And like the helpless ones departed from its desires. 

8. “ The one of sound judgment (was he) who gave and 

enjoyed; 

“ (Thus) gathering the world for his own sake. 

9. “ Strive so, that wealth may last with thee, 

“ For what remains behind thee is regret and fear. 

10. “ The rich man on the soul-melting bed makes 
“ One hand short and the other long. 

11. “ At the moment he shows thee by the hand, 

“ Because fear has tied his tongue from speaking. 

12. “ Extend one hand in generosity and liberality, 

“ Contract the othfei' hand from tyranny and avarice. 

13. “ Now that thou hast power use thy hands (for good), 
“ How again wilt thou bring forth the hand from the 

shroud. 

14. “ Ever the Moon, the Pleiades and the Sun will shine, 
“ But thou wilt not lift thy head from the grave 

2 hllow,” 
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Story of the King Kazal* Arsalan- 

1. Kazal Arsalan possessed a strong fort, 

"Which raised its head as high as Alwand.*t* 

2, (In it) there' was neither fear of any one nor want of 

anything, 

The road to it twisted like ringlets of a bride. 

8, It looked as beautiful in the garden. 

As an egg on an azure tray (sky). ‘ 

4. I heard that a man of auspicious presence, 

Came from a distance to the King. 

6. He was a recogniser of truth and experienced, 

Accomplished and w'orld travelled, ^ 

6. Venerable, fluent in speech, much knowing, 

Wise, eloquent, versed in many affairs, 

7. Kazal said : " Much as thou hast travelled, 

“ Hast thou ever seen a stronger place than this?’* 

8. He laughed and said : — “ This fort is delightful, 

Hut strong, I don’t consider it. 

9. “ Did not proud ones possess it before thee, 

“ They remained awhile and passed away. 

10. “ Will not other Kings take it after thee, 

“ And enjoy the fruit of the tree of thy hope ? 

11. “ Eememher the time of thy father’s reign, 

** Set free thy heart from the bonds of anxiety, 

12. ** When Fate caused him to sit in a corner, 

“ There was not an atom left in his possession. 

13. Intho opinion ofthe wise men the world is as a 
straw 

• 

*' For every moment, it is the abode of another. 


* A Kiog of Persia. 

f Alwand, a monatain of Perah supposed to have been sixteen 
in height, 

6 
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Story of an Insane Person- 

1. An insane one spolse thus in Persia, 

To the King, saying “ Oh ! heir of the country of 
Jamshed. 

2. “ If country and throne remained to Jamshed, 

‘'How couldst thou have got possession of crown and 

throne ? [grasp, 

3. “ If thou bringest the treasury of Karun into tby 
“ It will not last, but that which thou bestowest thou 

leavest away.” 

Story of Alp Arsalan’s Death- 

1, When Alp Arsalan gave up his life to the Life Giver, 
His. son jplaced the imperial Crown on his head. 

2, From the crown place they delivered him to the tomb, 
He had neither a place to sit in, nor a target to 

8. Thus spoke a wise distraught one, [shoot at. 

When he saw the son mounted — the nest day; 

4. “ Oh ! how wonderful the kingdom and the revolution 

of time! [in the stirrup.” 

“ The father departed head downward and son’s , foot 

5. Such is the revolution of time, 

(That one) swift footed faithless and inconstant. 

6. When man of ancient days ended his days, 

The young of fortune lifted his head from the cradle 

7. Fix not thy heart on the world, for it is a stranger to 

thee. 

Like the musician who is daily in a different house. 

8. It is improper to enjoy pleasure with that fair one, 
Who takes each morning a fresh husband. 

Do good this year while the village is still thine. 

For next year another will be_iord,of the village. 
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Story on the Permanence of the Empire of Just Kihg;a* 

1. A tyrannical chief on the confines of Ghof 
Used to seize the villagers* asses by force. 

2. The asses under heavy loads "witbout fodder, 

In two days, poor wretches, used to perish.- 

3. When fortune makes the mean one rich, 

He places a load on the grieved hearts of the poor. 

4. When a selfish man has a lofty terrace, (one. 

He makes water and throws his rubbish on the lower 

6. I heard that on an occasion, with the intention of 
The tyrant King went out. [hunting, 

6. In pursuit of the quarry he urged forward his steed. 
Night overtook him, he was/ar from his retinue. 

7. Alone he knew neither a face nor the road, 

Helpless, he cast himself into a village. ' 

6. He saw an ass STri/t and useful, 

8tout and strong, and a load carrier.’ 

9. A Villager with a bone in bis band, 

■ Smote it (ass) so bard that he broke its bones. 

10. The monarch amazed and said : Ob Youth ! 

Thy cruelty towards this' dumb creature passeth 
bounds. 

11. When thou art strong, exercise not thy power. 

Try not thy strength on the fallen one.” 

12. His speech did not please the worthless one, 

He exclaimed menacingly to the King: 

IS-. “ I uwde.rtttQ.k y/ii this. Uus-lo-css. lieed.leas.ly, 

“ Depart since thou knowest not thy own business! 
14. Many a one who in thy opinion is not justified, 

“ When thou seest properly (his conduct) isnotdevoidl 
of good sense." 

16. The King offended at his harsh speech, 

Said, ‘'Como what good dost thou see in this (beating)? 
1C. “ Por I fancy thou art a stranger to reason, 

*' Not intoxicated, but assuredly rather mad.” 
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37. The peasant laughed and said, “ Silence, Oh foolish 
soldier ! 

“ Perhaps thou hast not heard the story of Khizr. 

X8. “ No one calls him mad or intoxicated, 

(Yet) why did he destroy the boat of a poor wretch ? 

19. “ How dost thou know whyKizr did that ?” 

The monarch said : “ Oh cruel man, 

20. In that sea there was a tyrant one. 

On account of whom hearts were a sea of anxiety, 

21. ** The islands were full of outcry at his violence, 

“ A whole world boiling up like the ocean at his acts. 

22. “ He (Khizr) therefore broke it for a good reason, 

“ Sothatthe tyrant chief might not getpossession of it. 

23. Better, is broken property in thy possession, 

** Than in the hand of the harsh eneniy.” 

24. The peasant of enlightened mind laughed out, 

“ Truth, after all is on my side, Oh Chief! [ancoi 

25. “ I am not breaking the foot of the ass through ignor- 
“ But on account of the cruelty of the unjust King, 

26. “ The ass in this place lames afflicted, 

“ Is better than carrying loads for the King. 

27. “ Soy not that he only seized boats by violence, 
“‘Bather say- — that to all eternity he seized a bad name. 

28. “ Fie upon such a one who so governed a country and 

kingdom, 

“ My curses be on him till the day of judgment. 

29. “ The tyrant inflicted tortures on his own body, 

“ Not on the poor one and the Darvish, 

so. For to-morrow in that assembly of reputation and 
disgrace, t [with his hand. 

He (the poor man) will seize his collar and beard 

81. “ He will placethe burden of his affliction on his neck, 
“ Who will not Tift his head through shame. 

82. “ I grant that the ass now carries his load, 

“ On that day, how will he bear the loads of the ass? 

83. “ If you ask, that person is justly ilNstarred, 
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Whose happiness is the cause of sorrow to another. 
B4. For these five days only his enjoyment lasts, 

" Whose happiness consist in the misery of mankin d. 

85. “ It were better that that dead hearted waked not, 

" On account of whom the sleep of men is distressed.” 

86. The King heard all but said nothing, 

He tied the horse and laid his head on the saddle cloth, 

87. All night restlessly he counted the stars, 

From melancholy and anxiety sleep did not Tisit him., 

38. Wheu he heard the cry of the morning bird 
The anxiety of night was forgotten by him. 

39. The horsemen were on the look-out all night, 
Discovered, in the morning, the footsteps of the horses, 

40. They saw the King on horseback on that plain, 

They hastened to him in a body on foot. 

41. Placed their heads on the ground of obedience, 

Tbe ground became like a sea from the waves of tha 
soldiers. 

42. The nobles sat down and called for trays of (food), 
They ate and prepared an entertainment. 

43. When exhilarated by mirth and excitement. 

He remembered the villager of the previous night. 

44. He ordered and they sought out and binding him fast 
Threw him contemptuously at the foot of the throne. 

45. The black hearted one drew out his sharp sword, 

And the helpless one knew not the means of escape. 

4G. He reckoned that moment as the end of his life. 

And said whatever came to his mind. 

47. Dost thou not see when tbe knife is at the head, 

The tongue of the pen runs faster ? 

48. When he knew that he could not fly from the enemy 
Fearlessly he drew forth an arrow from his quiver. 

49. Despairingly he lifted his head and said: 

“It is impossible on the night of (going to) the grava 
(for one) to sleep in tbe village. 

60. *' By reason of utter want of mercy in thy reign, 



- “ The whole world resounds complaining of thy tyranny. 
51, “ It is not I alone, who cry out against thy violence, 

“ But the whole people—the multitude — not one only. 
02. “ I wonder that my words seem severe to thy mind, 

“ Kill, if thou wilt, but kill the whole world. 

53. “ If my censuring appears harsh to thee, 

“ By thy justice pluck out the root. 

04. “ The remedy lies in ceasing from tyranny, 

“ Not in killing the helpless innocent ones. 

05. “ When thou committest injustice, expect not, 

“ That thy name will go forth through the country 
for goodness. 

56. “ I know not how thy eyes (can close) in sleep, 

“ When those who have experienced thy tyranny are 
sleeijless. [the King, 

57. Know ! what praise can be honestly bestowed upon 
When people praise him only in his Court. 

08. “Of what avail such plaudits in the Court, 

“ When behind the spinning wheel, all utter curses? ” 

59. When this speech got the tyrant King’s ear, [senses. 
From the intoxication of negligence he came to his 

60. In the village where fortune turned towards him. 

The King gave him its governorship. 

61. From men of wisdom thou mayst acquire sense and 

good qualities, 

But not to that extent as from the fault finding of 
the ignorant one. [friend 

62. Thy true character hear from thy enemy — for to thy 
Whatever comes from thee is good in his eyes. 

63. The praise chanter? are not thy friends, 

But those who justly censure are thy friends. 

64. Eeproof from the sour -faced one comes better, than 
From good tempered friends of happy disi^osition. 

65. No one gives thee better advice than this, 

If thou art wise a hint is sufficient. 
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Story of Mamun aud the Hoon-faced DamseL 

1. When tliG turn of holding Caliph’s office came to 

He purchased a moonfaced damsel. [Mamnn, 

2. Her face was like the sun, and her body like the rose- 

Wise and captivating in wisdom. [bush, 

8. Her bands deeply dyed in.tbe blood of her lovers, 
Jujube stained the tips of her fingers. 

4. The Khizab (the indigo dye) on hen eyebrow charmin g, 
Was like the bow (Kozah) i. c. rainbow on the sun. 

B, On the nuptial night, that lovely fairy one 
Yielded not her body to Mamun's embrace. 

6. • The fire of anger blazed in him to esceas, fGemini. 

He thought of dividing her head in two parts like 

7. She said, “ Behold ! my head with the sharp sword 
“Cast it down, but for sleeping with me, attempt it not,” 

8. Mamun said “ Thy heart from whom has received 

injury, 

“ What habit of mine is displeasing to thee ?” 

9. She replied '“Whether thou slayest me cleaving 

my bead, [to me. 

“(It mattersnot). The breath of thy mouth is offensive 

10. “The arrow of contest and the sword of tyranny slay 
at once. [degrees.” 

"The foul smell of the mouth slays (lingeringly) by 
31. The King of happy fortune heard this speech 
With amazement, much upbraided himself, 

12. Although soriow filled his heart. 

Ho used medicine so that his mouth might become 
fragrant like a bud. ^ 

18. The fairy faced one, he made an associate and a 
• friend. [friend." 

Saying : — “She told me my defects, she is my 
14. To my thinking that one is thy woll wisher, 

Who says, that there is a thorn in thy path. 

16. 'To say to ode road-lost, " Thou^goest right” 
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5. ' At times the sight of the sweet pleasure? of the people 

Caused hitter tears to pour down his cheeks ( throat). 

6. At times he wept on account of his wretched work, ■ 
Saying: “Did any one see harder life than this ? 

7. “'While some eat honey and fowl and lamb, 

“ My bread never sees sight of even vegetables ; " 

8. “ If thou talkest of Justice, is this right 

“ That I be naked while the eat has fur garment ? 

9. “ Oh would (that) the heavens made it their work, 

“ To cast a treasure into my hands. 

10. “ I would for a while indulge my desires, 

“,I would shake off the dust of labour.” 

11. I heard that one day while digging the ground. 

He found the bones of a, rotten chin. 

12. Within the earth the row of . teeth was broken and 

The pearly teeth were all scattered below. . . 

13p The tongueless mouth secretly spoke this advice ' 

Saying ; — “,Oh sir I Bear with your disappointment. 
14. “Isnotthistheconditionofthemouthunderthe earth? 
“ Suppose it ate sugar or its own heart’s blood. 

16. “ Be not grieved with the revolutions of time, 

“ For many seasons it revolves contrary to one’swish.” 
16^ The moment this (thought) occurred to his mind, 
(Brief put aside his baggage from his mind. [sense, 

17. “Oh my soul! wanting in judgment, reason and 
“ Bear the load of thy grief and kill not thyself.” 

18. Whether the slave bears the load on his head, . 

Or whether he raises his head to the height of the 

19. At the moment when his state changes, [heavens. 
In death the thought (of his both states i. e.) joy and 

grief goes out of his head. 

20. Sorrow and joy remain not, but only, 

The recompense of acts, and good name remain. 

21. Diberahty is lasting, not royal crown and throne. 
Give, for that alone remains after thee, Oh fortunate 

one I 
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22. Place not reliance on kingdom, rank and retinue, 
Por they were before thee and will remain after thee. 

23. Scatter gold since thou must quit the world, 

Sadi scattered pearls for he possessed not gold. 

2 - 1 . The lord of wealth the (pious one) reliesonly on Paith, 
For the world will after all eventually pass away. 

25. If thou dost not desire thy country to come to con- 
fusion, 

Then be heedful of both country and religion. 

Story of a Tyrant King* 

1. They relate a story of a tyrant King (ruler), 
i Who held a dominion over a country. 

2. That during his time daylight was like the gloom of 

evening, [him. 

'And men passed sleepless nights through dread of 
8* All day the good iu distress on account of him; 

• All night the hands of the holy uplifted in prayer 
\ agaiust him. 

4. A crowd (went) before the Shaik of that time, 
Weeping bitterly on account of the tyrant’s violence. 

5. Saying ; — “ Oh wise one of happy disposition, 

“ Bid this young man Fear God. *’ [(God’s) name, 

6. The Shaik replied : “ I am loath to utter Friend’s 
“ Because every one is not worthy of his message, 

7. “When thou seest ono (holding himself) aloof from 

God, 

“ Repeat not. Oh Sir ! tbo name of God to him. ’* 

8. I spoke truth Oh Khnsrau of good judgment ! 

Ouo can speak the truth befdbe the man of God, 

9. For to discourse on divine knowledge to the base 
Is as to waste seeds in a brackish barran soil. 

10. For it affects him not, he thinks me an enemy. 

It causes him sore -vexatiou and he vexes thee (other- 
\wiso). 
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11. Oh King ! thou hast the right way of life, 

The truth speaking man’s heart is therefore firhi. 

12. The seal ring Oh ! fortunate one possesses this quality 
That it takes an impression in wax not in hard stone’. 

13. That this tyrant is sore vexed with me is not a 
For he is a thief and I the watchman. [stranger, 

11. Thou too art the guardian of justice and equity, 

May the protection of Q-od be thy guardian. 

15. If thou reasonest rightly (thy people’s) thanks are 

not due to thee, 

But to God for this grace, gratitude and praise, 

16. That he holds thee in service in good works. 

And did not leave thee, abandoned like others. 

17. All are in the .plain of endeavour, [ mercy. 

But it is not every one who carries off the ball, of 

18. Thou didst gain Paradise by endeavour, 

God created in thee paradise-like disposition. 

19. May thy heart be enlightened, thy time peaceful. 

May thy foot be firm, thy dignity made eminent. 

20. Thy life pleasant, thy end be happy. 

Thy devotion agreeable, thy prayer accepted. 

On Caution tovraids tho Enemy. 

1. So long as thy work is accomplished by prudent 
Civility shown to a foe is better than fight. [plans, 

2. When one cannot subdue an enemy by force, 

It is proper to close the doom of strife by payment. 

3. If thou entertainest fears of injury from the enemy. 
With the amulet of kindness bind his tongue. 

4. Scatter gold for the enemy instead of the sharp point- 
For .kindness dulls the edge of sharp teeth, [ed nail, 

5. It is suitable to gain the world by prudence and 
When the hand cannot be bitten, kiss it. [cajolery, 

6. ' By right deliberation Bustom encompassed in his 

bonds 
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Isfandyar, "who was nnablo io escape from the noose. 
7. As one can skin an enemy, wlien lie has the op- 
portunity, . 

Meanwhile therefore show him thocourtesy of a friend. 
S. Avoid contest even with the meanest person. 

For I have seen many a flood from drops. [frown, 

9.^ As long as thou canst, contract not thy eyebrows in 
For even though weak better a friend than an enemy, 

10. ' His enemy may be brisk, his friend distressed, 

That one, whose enemies are_ more numerous than 
friends. 

11. Fight not'with a force stronger than thy own, 

For one cannot strike the finger against a lancet. 

12. If in the fight thou art more powerful, 

It is not manliness to exercise violenco against ths 
weak. 

13. If thou hast tho strength ofan elephant and the claw 

of a lion, 

It is better in my opinion peace than strife, 

14. When the hand is bound as to every other contrivance, 
It is allowable (then) to carry the hand to the sword, 

15. If the foe wishes for peace, turn not tho head aside. 
If he seeks a battle, turn not the reins aside. 

IG. For if ho close tho door of contest, 

. Thou hast a thousandfold more of power and awe, 

17. But if he place the foot of battle in the stirrup, 

The judge (God) will not require account from thee 
on tho day of account, 

18. Bo thou prepared for war if he is contentious, 

- For kindness to tho malicious is a mistake. 

19. By speaking kindly and gently to the mean, • 

His pride and arrogance increases. 

20. When the enemy enters thy door with humility. 
Exclude malice from thy heart and anger from thy 

head. 

21. When ho seeks refuge, practise tho trade of liberalityi 

7 
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Forgive liim but be wary of bis deceit. 

22. Turn not away from the advice of the aged, 

For the old in years are experienced in work. 

23. They dig out the brazen foundation from its root. 
The young with the sword, the old by 'wisdom. 

24. Think of a place of refuge in the midst of battle, 
What knowest thou, who will be conqueror ? 

25. When thou beholdest the army in confusion, 

Cast not sweet life, alone, to the wind. 

26. If thou art on one side of the army endeavour to’ fiy, 
But if thou art in the midst, garb thyself like the foe. 

27. If thou art a thousand (strong) aud the enemy two 

hundred. 

When it becomes night, stay not in his (enemy’s) 
territory. 

28. In the dark night fifty horsemen from ambuscade 
Will, like five hundred, rend the earth with terror. 

29. If thou desires! to travel the road by night. 

Think well first of the ambuscade. 

30. When one day’s march remains between two armies. 
Pitch thy tents in some sheltered place. 

31. Then tranquilly atttack the fatigued army, 

For the ignorant one oppressed himself. 

82. When thou hast defeated the enemy cast not the 
standard down, 

Lest his wounds remain unhealed and attack thee, 
33. Follow not far in rear of the routed, 

For to fall off far from companions is not proper. 

84. Thou wilt see the air clouded with the dust of battle. 
They will gather arotund thee with javelin and sword. 

35. Let not the soldiers hasten in pursuit of plunder, 

Lest behind the King’s back the palace be emptied. 

36. For, the army for the guardianship of the monarch, 
Is better than battling in the circle of contest. 



75 


Discourse on - the Care of the Army 

in the Time of Peace* v 

1. The brave warrior who has shown (the spirit of) 
bravery, 

According to his worth it ia fitting to increase his 
allowance, 

2. That again (in battle) placing death in view, 

He may fear nothing from a contest (even) with Yajuj. 

3. In peaceful times keep the soldier contented, 

So that in adverse times he may be of service. 

4. Kiss now the hand of warriors, 

Not when the enemy beat the war-drnm. 

6. The soldier who is not supplied with food, [battle ? 
"Why should he devote himself to death on the day of 

6. Protect thy territory from the hands of evil thinkers 
By means of the army, and the army, by means of 

7. The'King’s hand is powerful over the enemy, [wealth, 
'When the hearts of bis army are contented and 

satisfied. 

8. They (the soldiers) eat the price of their own heads. 
It is not proper therefore they should suffer distress. 

9. When they withhold money from soldiers, 

He is averse to^arry his hands to sword. 

10. What manliness will be shown in the line of battle. 
Empty-handed and his work despised? 

On Acting in Accordance with the Opinion X)f 
Experienced Hen* 

1. Send warriors to the battle against an enemy, 

Send Hons to war with lions. 

2. _ Work according to the advice of the world-experienced, 

The old wolf is experienced in hunting. 

8. Fear not the young sword-wielder. 

But beware of the old man of much skill. 
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4, The yoittig men elephant-overthrowing, lion-seizing, 
Know not the tricks of the old fox. 

5, The world-travelled man is wise, 

Because he has experienced much of hot and cold. 

6, Worthy young men and fortunate [men. 

Turn not their heads aside from the saying of the old 

7* If it is necessary to have the kingdom well organised, 
Give not important posts to inexperienced youths. 

8. Make none leader of the army save he, 

Who may have been in many engagements. 

9. The hunting dog turns not his face from the panther. 
The tiger inexperienced in hunt dreads even the fox. 

30. When the son has been nurtured in hunting. 

He fears not when he encounters battle. 

11, In wrestling, hunting, target-shooting and ball plkyj 
The man grows into a war-seeking warrior, 

12, One reared in hot bath, in love and tenderness. 

Fears when he sees the door of conflict open. 

13, ■ Two men seat him on the saddle, 

A boy, it may be, overturn him in the dust. 

14, One whose back thou seest in the days of battle, 

Cut him down if the enemy has not killed him in 

15, The eunuch is better than the sword-wielder, [battle. 
Who in the day of battle turns away his head like a 

woman. 

Gurgin’s Advice Given to his Son* 

1. How well spoke Gurgin to his son, 

When he shut up the bow case and quiver of battle ? 

2. If thou wishest to rain like a woman, 

Go not (into battle) and spill not the warrior’s honour, 

3. The horseman who in battle showed his back. 

Killed not himself but (slew) those of renown. 

4. Valour displayed not itself except in those two friends, 
Who fell in the circle of battle. 

6. Two of the races, of one table, of one speech, 
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/ ^Vill strive desperately in the midst of battle. 

6. For he feels shame to fly from before the arrow, 

The brother a prisoner in the enemy’s claw, [battle, 

7 . "When thou seest thy friend not a partaker in the 
Deem flight a good fortune from the battle-field. 

’ Discourse on Cherishing Wise Men. 

) 

^ 1. Oh ! world-conqueror, cherish two persons, 

The one of valour, the other of judgment. 

2 . Those bear off the ball of empire from tho renowned, 

• ^Yho cherish tho wise man and swordsman. 

8. Whosoever wielded not the pen and tho sword, 
Lament not for him if he dies. 

4. I have regard for the scribe and the swordsman. 

Not the musician, for manliness comes not from a 

woman. 

5. Such is not manliness, the enemy armed for battle, 
Thou intoxicated with the cup-bearer and the melody 

of harp. 

6. ATany a one possessed of wealth sat down to play, 
Those riches vanished in play from the hand. 

- Discourse on Caution towards the Enemy in Peace. 

1. I say not, fear battle with the malevolent (enemy) 

But fear him rather whoso talk is of peace. 

' 2. Many a one recited tho verse of peace during the day, 

Wiio daring tho night urged the army over the 

8. Warriors sleep with mail-coats on, [sleeper’s head. 
For the bed is tho sleeping place for women. 

4. Tho swordsman inrido tho tdnt, [house. 

Sleeps not undressed (unarmed) as women do in the 

5. It is necessary to prepare secretly for battle, 

For tho enemy makes his attacks secretly. 

C. Caution is the duty of experienced men, 

Tho advanced guard 13 tho brazen wall of the army. 
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On Prudence Towards the Enemy. 

1, Between two evil-wishers, 'feeble-handed, 

It is not wise to settle in peace. 

2. Because if both jointly plot evil, 

The feeble hand then becomes powerful. 

S. Keep one occnpied by deception. 

And the other, destroy his esistence.- 

4. Should strife be the enemy’s choice. 

With sword of good management shed his blood. 

5. Cultivate friendship with his enemy, 

So that his garment may become his body’s prison. 

5. When discord springs up in the enemy’s army, 
Encase thy own sword in the scabbard. 

7. When wolves prefer injury to each other. 

The sheep in the midst enjoy peace. 

8. When the enemy encounters his enemy, 

Sit thou down with thy friends with heart at ease. 

On Courtesy Towards the Enemy as a Matter of 

Prudence. 

1, When thou upraisest the war-sword. 

Consider the means of peace secretly. 

2. Because the helmet-splitting army-leaders, 

Secretly seek peace : and openly pursue war. 

'3. Secretly seek the heart' of the battle-leader. 

For he may happen to fail at thy feet like a bee. ' 

4. When the chief of thy enemy falls into thy hand. 

It is wise to exercise delay regarding his people. 

5. It may happen that the great one of this half. 

May fall into the circle of their bond. 

6. If thou shouldst kill that wounded captive, 

Thou wilt not see thy own captive again, [ing fate, 

7. Dreads he of being himself made a captive by revolv- 
. Who exercises violence on those who are his captives 
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8. That one alone is the protector of captives, 

"Who himself has heen in the thrall of bondage. 

9. Should a chief place his head on thy mandate, 

By thy kindness to him another may bow his head, 

10. If thou secretly winnest over ten hearts, [thee. 
It is better than a hundred night-attacks made by_ 

On Caution Towards the Enemy 'Who Came iu Suh- 
' mission* 

1. If thy enemy’s relation be friendly to thee, 

Take care, be not secure of boing imposed npon» 

2. For the desire of vengeance wounds his heart, 

When the love of his own relation comes to his re- 

8. Trust not the sweet words of thy enemy, [collection. 

Lest there be poisonjn the honey. [enemy, 

4, That one preserves his life from the calamity of tho 
Who regards even friends as enemies. 

6. The rogue secures the pearl in the purse, 

Because others aie cutpnrse in his estimation. 

6. The soldier who is a rebel against the chief, 

Engage him not into thy service while possible. - 

7. Feeling no gratitude towards his own chief. 

Thee, he knows not also (therefore dread his deceit). 

8. Confide not in the strength of his oaths and promises, 
Place a secret watchman over him. 

0. Lengthen the rope of the aspirant, 

And break it not, lest thou see him not again. 

10. When the enemy’s country in battle and siege 
' la taken by thee, entiust it to his piisoners. 

11. Because when a prisoner dips'his teeth in blood. 

He sucks blood feom the tyrant’s throat. [try, 

12. When fromthe enomy’sgrasp thou snatcbest the coun- 
Keep the peasant in greater comfort than he. 

13. For if he again strikes at the door of conflict, [brain. 
Tho people themselves will extract revenge from his 

/ 
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14. But if thou injurest the citizens, 

Close not the city-gate in the enemy’s face. 

15. Say not “ The sword-yielding enemy is at the gate,” 
For the enemy’s associate is within the city. 

16. With prudence deliberate war with the enemy, 

Devise schemes and conceal thy resolves. 

17. Eeveal not to any one thy secrets, [panion* 

For I have often seen a spy in many a boon com- 

18. They say that Alexander who waged war with these 

of the East, 

(Always) kept the door of his tent to the w'est. 

19. When Bahman intended to go to Zavalistau, 

He spread a rumour about the left and went to the 

20. Save thyself, should others know thy intents, [right. 
It is proper to weep over such judgment and wisdom, 

21. Practise liberality, neither battle nor malice. 

In order that thou mayest subject a world to thy 
signet ring. [pleasan tness, 

22. When thou canst accomplish a thing by courtesy and 
What necessity (is there) for harshness .and 

arrogance ? 

23. Since thou wishest not thy heart to be sorrowful. 

Set free from bondage the hearts, of the sorrowful. 

24. The army is not strong by the (power of) the arm. 
Go and ask a blessing from the feeble. " 

25. The prayer of the weak hopeful ones, 

Avails more than the powerful arm. 

26. Whosoever seeks aid from the Darvish, 

Should he strike at Faridun, he would overcome him. 


-H- 
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On Beneficence. 

1. If tlioii art mse lean towards trntb, 

For truth lasts and not its semblance. [piety, 

2. ‘Whoever has neither knowledge, nor liberality, nor 
There is no reality in his form. 

8. That one sleeps at ease beneath the earth, 

On account of whom men sleep tranqnil-hearted. 

4. During life endure thine own grief, for the relative, 

On account of hia own greed gives no heed to the dead. 

6. Bestow gold and gifts now which thou possessest, 

For after thee' (death) it is beyond thy control. 

C. If it is not thy wish to be heart-distressed, 

Pass not by (neglectfully) those who are heart- 
distressed. 

7. Be alert in scattering treasure to-day, 

For to-morrow the key will not be in thy hands. 

8. Carry away with thee thy own viaticum. 

For neither from son nor wife will compassion come, 
0, That one bears off the ball of fortune from the world, 
• Who takes with himself a portion to the next world. 

10. Except the lips of my own finger, with sympathy, 

one scratches my back in the world, [the hand. 

11. Place whatever thou possessest now on the palm of 
Lest to-morrow thou bito the back of the hand with 

the teeth of regret. 

12. * Endeavour to cover the shame of the Darvish, 

So that the veil of God may cover thy defects. 

13. Turn not away the destitute traveller from the door, 
Lest thou should wander about destitute at doors. 



82 ■ 

14. Alms are put within the reach of the indigents hy 

the Great, 

Who -fears lest he may become like others indigent 
(if he fail to-do so). ■ , 

15. Be mindful of the state of the afflicted heart, 

For perhaps thy heart may one day he afflicted. 

16. Make happy the heart of the helpless, 

Thinking of the day of helplessness (i.e. last day). 

17. Since thou art not a supplicant at the door of others, 
In gratitude to God (for this) drive not a beggar from 

thy door. 

On the Protection and Care of. Orphans. 

1. Shelter the head of the one whose father is dead. 

His dust (distress) brush off, and pluck out the thorns, . 

2. Knowestthou'notthe extreme helplessness of his state? 
Can a tree without roots be ever green ? [misery), 

3. When the downcast orphans stand before thee (in 
Bestow not kisses on thy own son's face. 

4. If the orphan weeps who is there to console’him ? 
And who is there to soothe him if he is angered ? 

5. Beware of his weeping, for the great throne of God 
'Trembles when the orphan weeps. 

6. With kindness wdpe the tear from his eyes, 

And compassionately remove the dust. from his face. 

7. If from over, his head the (father) shelter be'removed, 
Do thou under thy own protection cherish him. 

8. I thought my head at that time worthy of a crown, , 
When I held it in my father’s bosom. 

9. If a fly had then settled on my body, 

The minds of many would have been perturbed. 

10. Now should I be taken away a captive to prison, 
Them^are none among my friends to help me. , 

11. The Bo^i^ows of orphans are known to me, [head. 
.Because during childhood father departed from -my 
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The Itesult of Good Acts- 

1, The chief of Kojand saw one, in a dream, 

Pluck out a thorn from the foot of an orphan. 

2. He said while sauntering in the garden (of Paradise) 
From that thorn what roses have blossomed forme ? 

8. "Whilst thou art able, refrain not from mercy, 

For they "will show thee mercy if thou showest mercy. 

4. When thou hast conferred a favour be not self ap- 

plauding, 

Saying I am a chief and others are inferior, 

5 . If the sword of Fortune has cast him down, 

la not the-BWord of Foitune still drawn ? fspority, 
-6. When thou seeat a thousand praying for thy pro- 
Offer thanks to God for his favours (to thee). 

7. For many men have expectations from thee, 

While thou hast no expectation from any, 

8. X said liberality is the virtue of chiefs, 

1 said wrong, it is the disposition of prophets. 

Story on4ihe Good Qualities of Prophets. 

1. I have heard that for a whole _Week (a traveller) soh 

of the road 

Came not to the guest-house of Abraham. fmeal, 

2. Out of good nature ho used not to eat the morning 
Unless a poor hungry (traveller) came ia from the 

3. He went out and gazed in every direction, [road. 
Scanned the various q^uarters of the desert and saw, 

4. Alone like a willow in tbo wilderness (he saw) one, 
With head and hair white from the snow of the ago. 

5. With kindness he gave him welcome, (hospitable 
And invited him agreeably to the custom of the 

C, Saying ; — “ Oh pupil of mine eyes, 

“Favour me by (partaking of) my bread and salt.” 

7. “ Yes I ” ho said, jumped up and stepped forward. 
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For he knew the courfcosy (of Abraham) (on whom ha 

8. The attendants of the hospitable house, [peace.) 
Seated the poor man with respect. 

9. He (Abraham) ordered and set out the table. 

And seated themselves all round it. 

10. When the company commenced with “ Bismilla'*^ ” 
The words came not to his ears from the old man’s 

11. Ho said to him “ Oh one of ancient days, [lips. 

I see not sincerity and ardour in thee like, old men, 

12. “ Is it not a condition at feeding time, 

“ To take the name of the food-giver?” 

13. He said, “ I follow not that custom, [worshippers.” 

Since I have not heard of it from the ciders — lire' 

14. The fortunate j)roi)het understood, 

That the ruined old man was a Gabar. 

15. * He drove him away contemptuously when ho saw 

him alien to his religion, [pure. 

For the pollutted are forbidden the presence of ‘the 

16. The angel Gabriel came from the Glorious' Creator, 
Severely reproving him and saying “ Abraham, 

17. “ I gave him food and life for a hundred years, 

“ And art thou in one moment disgusted with him ? 

18. “ If he takes before the fire his adoration, 

“ Why takest thou back thy hand from liberality ? ” 

On Kindness to Good and Bad Hen. 

1. Bind not a knot at the string head of liberality, 
(Saying) “ Because this one is of hypocricy and de- 
ceit, and that one of duplicity and guile.” 

2. The Koran-learned man does wrong 

In selling morality and doctrine for bread. 

3. Where does wisdom’s law give .the (Fatwa) decision. 
That a wise man should give religion for the world ? 

4. But do thou take^what he sells), because the wise man 
Buys with avidity from those selling cheap. 


* BjBmillah=in the name of God. 
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About a Pious and a Deceitful Han. 

1. An eloquent one came to a pious man, 

Saying “ I am stuck fast in the mire. 

2. ” I owe ten dirhams to a mean one, 

“ But a dang (the fourth) of a dirham is equal to ten 
maunds on my heart. 

8. “ My nights are restless on account of him, 

“And all day he is like a shadow behind me. 

4. “ By his heart-breaking words he has made 
“ A wound as wide as a door in my heart. 

5. “ Perhaps since his mother gave him birth, 

“ God gave him nothing save these tan dirhams. 

6. “ He knows not even AUf in the book of religion, 

“ Save the chapter “ Layansurruf " (spend not) has 
read nothing. [a day 

7. “ The sun does not raise its head over the mountain 
“ That, that cuckold does not knock at my door. 

8. “ I feel anxious as to what liberal’ one, 

^ “ Mayextricatemyhandwith8n\erfromthecrueIone.'’ 

0. The old happy tempered man listened to his speech 
And put two Ashrafees in his sleeves. 

10. The gold fell into tho hand of romancer, 

"Who went out thence with a face shining like gold. ^ 

11. ' One said “ Oh Shaikh, Lnowest thou not who he is ? 

“ Over him (even) if be died it would not be proper to 
lament. [a lion. 

12. “ A beggar who (by deceit) would place a saddle on 
“"Who checkmates the Knight and the Queen of 

Abiizaid.”* 

18. Tho devout was amazed and said “ “Be silent, 

“ Since thou knowest not how to speak, listen. 

14, “ If what I conjectured of him was right, 

“ I (at least) preserved his honour from tho world. 


8 


* A renowned chcBS-pIayer, 
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15. If lie showed impudence and subterfuge, 

“ Look to it and think not he deceived me. 

16. “ For I had regard for (and preserved) my own honour 
“From the hand of such prattling imposter.” 

17. On the had and good (alike) bestow gold and silver. 
For this is the trade of goodness, the averting of evil, 

18. Happy is he who in association with the wise, 

Learns the disposition of the pious. 

19. If thou hast judgment, deliberation and good sense, 
Kevercntly listen to Sadi’s counsels. 

20. Because for the most part his words are of this sort, 
And not about eyes, love-locks, ear-lobes, and moles. 

Story of the Miser Father and Liberal Son. 

1. One died leaving as his memory wealth. 

His heir was a man of piety and sense, 

2. He placed not his hand on the gold like misers. 

He withheld his hand from it like freemen. 

3. His threshold was never vacant of the Harvish, 

Nor his (hospitable) guest-house of the traveller. 

4. The hearts of kinsman and stranger (alike) he made 

happy. 

And shut not up the gold and silver like his father. 

0, A reproacher said to him, “Oh thou of extravagant 
“ Scatter not at once what treasm-e there is. [hand, 

6. “It takes a year to gather in the harvest, 

“It is not manliness to turn it in a moment. 

7. “ When thou hast no patience in poverty, 

“ Have regard of the account in the time of plenty.” 

t 

Parable- - 

1. To her daughter how well spoke the lady of a village 
“ Lay aside in the day of plenty provisions (for the 

day of) .adversity. 
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2. AJalUimoslceep full tlie water bag an3 tbepitcber, 
*‘ForChe stream in tlie village is not always^flowing.” 
$. One can obtain tbo next world (by means of) this 
One can sprain the demon’s grasp by gold, [world, 

4. The desire of the empty-handed one is not fulfilled, 
(But) with gold thou mayest pluck out the white 

demon’s eyes, 

5. If thoir art poor come not before the friend, 

But if thou hast silver como and bring with thee. 

G. Emptj -handed attempt not associating with the lovely# 
For worthless is the man who has nothing. 

7. And if whatever thou hast, thou boldest on the palm 

of thy baud, 

In the time of need thy palm will be found empty. 

B, The beggars by thy means became not ever strong. 
For tbeo, I fear thou mayest become lean. 

Continuation of the Story of the Miser’s Son and Heir, 

1. "When this story was told by the hinderer of generosity. 
The young man’s vein slept not through a nice sense 

of honour. 

2. His heart became perplexed with this speech. 

He was confounded and said, “ Oh wretched chatterer, 

8. ** The possessions that are mine, [father. 

My fathertoldme : — were the heritage of mv graud- 

4. ** Did they not peimriously preserve it ? 

“ And died they not regretting leaving it behind 

5. “ Into my hands fell my father’s wealth, 

** So will it fail after me into my son’s hand, 

6. “ It is better that men should enjoy it to-day, 

** Lost after me to-morrowtheycarryit off as plunder* 

7. “ Eat and clothe and bestow and give ease, 

“ Tihy preserve it (merely-) for the sake of others ? 

8. “ Those endowed with judgment take away themselves 

from the world, 

“ The wretched one remains regrettingly in his place. 
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9. Bestow (in alms) gold and wealtli now while thine, 
“ Por after thee they will be out of tliy power. 

10. " It is possible with this world for thee to purchase the 
futui’e woi’ld, 

“ Purchase it, Oh ! my soul, lest thou suffer regret.” 
On Causing Comfort to Pfeighhours- . 

1. A wife once on a time complained to her liusband, 
Saying: — “Buy not again bread from the street 
• grocer, 

2. “ Incline to the ba^ar wheat-seller, ' fpretence). 
“Por this one sella barley and shows wheat (on 

3. “ Not because of customers, but from a swarm of flies, 
“ Por a whole week no one has seen his face.” 

4. That man of kindly sense spoke gently, 

To his wife, “ Oh light of my house, be content, 

5. “ Hoping for our custom he placed his shop here, 
“Itwouldnotbemanlincsstodeprivehim of his profit,” 

6. Pursue the course of the generous liberal one. 

When thou art standing erect, seii^e the hand of the 

fallen. 

7. Be bounteous, for tbe men of God [indigent).' 

Are purchasers at tbe unpretending shops (of the 

8. Wouldst thoii know the truth ? The saint is the gene- 

rous man, 

Liberality is the characteristic of Ali. 

The Old Map who Performed the Pilgrimage to Hijaj, 

1. I heard that a man on his way to Hijaj, 

' At every step performed two genuflexions. 

2. The fervour of his zeal in the way of God was such, 
That he would not pull out the aocaoia-thorn from 

his foot. ' [tation, 

3. At length overcome by (evil) heart-distracting temp^ 
Ejki deeds appeared good in his own eyes. 


I 
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4. By the temptation of Satan he fell into the pit of pride, 
Thinking, “ Koonecangobetteronthisroadthan he.” 

5. Had not the mercy of (Jod sought him out, 

This pride •would have turned his head away from 
the right road. 

6. A voice from the invisible exclaimed, 

“ Oh Thou fortunate one of happy disposition, 

7 . “ Imagine not that in performing devotion, 

“ Thou hast brought a rare offering to this shrine. 

8. “ To make a single heart tranquil by kindness, 
“IsbetterthanathousandgenuflexiouB dteach stage.” 

Story of a Soldier and his Wife- 

1. To an oflicor ot the SuUan, Ms wife said thus, 

“ Arise, Oh good man, knock at the door of food. 

2. “ Got BO thou mayest get a portion from (the Sultan) 

Ills tray, 

*' For thy children are distressed from hunger.” 

5. He said : ” The Litchon is probably cold to-day, 

” For last night the Saltan made a vow of fasting.” 
4. The wife in despair bent down her head, 

Heart-sore and staring she muttered to herself. 

5* ” What ,good does the Sultan do by talking of fasting, 
” His breakingfast would beafestival formy children.” 

6. The feaster from whom proceeds good deeds, 

Is better than world-worshipping perpetual faster. 

7. Fasting is exclusively his right, 

Who gives to the distressed one the morning meal. 

8. Blso what need to endure such troubles (of fasting) ? 
To abstain (from food) for a time (merely) to eat 

afterwards ? ’ 

9. The foolish fancies of ono seated in seclusion. 
Confound in the end infidelity and religion together. 

10. There is purity in water and likewise in mirror, 

But one must discriminate between such purities. 
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Story of a Poor Liberal Man and a Beggar* 

1. One possessed liberality but insufficient means, 

His competency equalled not the extent of his 
generosity. 

2. Let not the mean man be lord of subsistence, 

Let not the generous one be in straitened circum- 
stances. 

3. He who happens to be of high aspiration, 

The object of his desire seldom falls to his net (lot). 

4. As a pouring torrent in a mountainous place, 
Kemains not stationary on the heights. 

5. He confined not his bounty within his means. 

Hence his substance doubtlessly became slender. 

6. A poor man wrote two words to him, 

Saying . — Oh thou of good luck and happy nature, 

7. Gi^e me the hand of help, with a few dirams, 

“ For it is some time since I have been in prison/* . 

8. In his eyes the request was of no value, 

But he had not in his possession the smallest coin. 

9- He sent a man’ to the keeper of the prisoners, 

Sajung : — “ Oh you of good name and generous nature, 

10. “ Withhold your hands from his skirt for a few days. 

And if he flies I am his bail.” 

11. Hence he went into the i>rison and said “ Get up, 

“ Fly from the city whilst thou hast feet to fly.” 

12. When the sparrow sees the door of its cottage open. 
It rests not quiet even for a moment. 

13. With zephyr-like speed from that country he fled. 
With such speed that the wind could not catch the 

dust of his feet. 

14. They forthwith seized the generous man, 

Saying; — “Produce either silver or the man.” 

_ 15. Like a helpless one he took the road to inflson. 

For a bird escaped from the cage cannot be caught. 
16. I heard that he remained sometime in confinement. 
He neither wrote complaining nor made lamentation. 
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17. ' He reposed not daring many-a-day and passed sleep- 

less nights, 

A pious man passing by him said 

18. • “ Thou art not one, I think, that has eaten up the 

substance of any one, 

“ "What then happened thatthoushouldst be in prison?” 

19. He said : — “ Oh thou of blessed fortune ! 

“I devoured not the substance of any one by 
fraudulent means. 

20. “I saw a weak one afflicted in confinement, 

“ I saw no deliverance for him except by my own 
imprisonment. 

21. “It did not appear to me approved by the wise, 

“ That I should be at ease and another in fetters.” 

22. He died at last and boro a good name, 

Oh happy was his Hfo I Whose name died not ! 

28. The body with a living heart beneath the clay. 

Is better than the dead-hearted people alive ! 

24, A living heart never perishes, 

If the body of tho living heart perishes, what fear ? 

On the Duty of Shewing Kindness 
to the Creatures of God 
or 

the Story of a Man Who Gave Water to a Thirsty Dog, 

1. Some one louud a tVrirsty dog in the Aesert, 

With only a spark of Jifo in him. 

2. He of approved faith made a bucket of his cap, 

And fastened his turban to it like a rope. 

3. Ho girded up his loins in service and stretched forth 
And gave some water to the helpless dog. [his arms, 

4. Tho prophet made it known that for this act of his, 
God had pardoned the sins of that man. 

6. Oh thou 1 if thou art a tyrant, pause and ponder, 
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Deal in liberality and deal in fidelity.’ 

6. Kindness even to a dog is not done in vain, - 
-How tli'en should kindness to good men be lost ? 

7. Show liberality to such an extent as thy hand 

can do, 

For world-creator and Lord has not shut the door 
of kindness to any one. 

8. If thou hast not a well in the desert^ 

Place a lamp at the shrine of pilgrimage,^ 

9. To give gold by quintals from a treasury, 

Is not e^ual to dinar given by the distressed hand. 

10. Every one carries a burden proportioned to his 

strength, 

The foot of a locust is burdensome to the ant. 

11. Oh fortunate one, do good to the people, [death)*. 
So that God may not deal severely with thee (after 

12. If he trips, he remains not a prisoner, 

Who was a helper of the fallen (i. e. helpless). - 

13. Issue not command to a slave with harshness, [ing. 
For it may happen that he may come to command-giv- 

14. While thy dignity and pomp remain perpetual, 
Practise not violence over the Darvish. [diguityj 

16. For it may happen that he may come to pomp and 
Like the pawn that suddenly becomes. Queen. 

16. Listen to the advice of the far-sighted one, 

For he scatters not the seeds of enmity in any heart. 

17. The owner of the harvest suffers loss. 

When he oppresseth the gleaner. [able, 

18’. He fears because He (God) gives. wealth to the miser- 
Attd from that one .places the burden of grief on the 
heart of the gleaner. 

19. Many a mighty one, 'that has fallen to distress, 

Many a fallen one, that fortune has assisted. 

20. It is not proper to break the 'heart of the inferiors. 
Lest thou too one day shouidst become an inferior. 

. \ 
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Story of a Darvish who Became Rich. 

1. A Darvish made lament of his miserable condition, 

Before an ill-visaged rich man. [nor dan g, 

2. The black-heaited -wretch gave him neither dinar 
But added to the load (of his distress) by angry shouts. 

8. The heart of the Darvish bled from his violence, 

Soirowinglyhe raised his head and said “ Oh-wonder I 

4. ** Why in truth is the rich man sour .looking, 

Perhapsheisnotafraidof thebitterness of begging.'* 

5. The short sighted one gave orders to his slave, 

To drive him away contumaciously and with harsh 

6. ^ By being ungrateful to the Almighty, [contempt. 

I heard that fortune turned his scale against him. 

7. His greatness placed its bead towards destruction, 
Mercury dipped his pen in ink. 

8. Poverty seated him naked like a (peeled) garlic, 

And left for him neither baggage or load-carrier. 

9. Pate scattered dust on his head through poverty, 

Hia purse and his hand empty like those of a Juggler* 

10. From head to foot his state became changed, 

In this way a period of time passed. 

11. ' His slave fell into the hands ot a generous man, 

Liberal of hearts and bands and enlightened mind. 

12. At the sight of the poor man of aretched state, 

He was as pleased as a poor man is with wealth. 

1?). One a's hiB ftoor <rae 'oegged ior a morse’i, 

With difficulty he dragged his weak feet fiom hard* 
ships undergone. 

14. The liberal one ordered his slave. 

To make happy the sorrowing one. 

15. When he took him a portion from a tray, 

Ho uttered a cry involuntarily. 

16. When ho returned back to his master. 

The tears on his cheeks betinyed his secret. 

17. The master of happy disposition asked, 

" From whose violence came these tears to thy face ?” 
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18. He said — " My heart is greatly troubled, 

At the state of this old one of unlucky fate., 

19. “ For I was his slave in former times, 

“ He lord of wealth', property and silver.' [ease, 

20. “ "When his hand has become shortened of dignity and 

“ He stretches out the hand of begging at every door. . 

21. . He ( the master) laughed and said : — “ Oh son, this 

is not distress, • [any one. 

“ From the revolutions of fate there is no violence on 

22. “ Is not this sour-faced man the merchant, 

Who from pride used to exalt his head to the sky. 

23. “ I am he, whom he on that day drove from his door, 

“ The revolution of the world has in my day brought 

24. “ Heaven again looked towards me, [him low. 

“ And washed off the dust of grief from my face.” 

25. Though God in his wisdom closes one door, , 

In his mercy and kindness he opens another. 

26. Many a poor and indigent one became satiated. 

The work of many a rich one became overwhelmed, 

} 

Story of the Shibli and the Ant in the Wheat Sack. 

1. Listen to one of the qualities of good men, 

If you are a good -man of pure conduct. 

2. W’’hen Shibli from wheat-seller’s shop, [village, 

Carried on his back a leather-sack of wheat to the 

8. Ue looked and saw an ant in the grain. 

Which was running' distracted in every direction. 

4. Through pity for it he could not sleep at night, 

He brought it back to its abode and said : 

5. ” It is inconsistent with manliness that this poor ant, ' 
” Should be separated by me from its own dwelling.” 

6. Give peace to the hearts of the distracted ones, 

So that thy mind may gain peace from the revolu- 
tions of time. 

How well spoke Feerdausi of gentle birth, 

May God’s mercy.be on his hallowed tomb. 


7 . 
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8. Injure not the ant wbicli is the carrier of grain. 

For it likewise has life and life is sweet. 

9. He is gloomy-minded and stony-hearted, 

Who wishes that (even) an ant’s heart be aiBicted. 

10. Strike not on the head of the weak with the 'hand of 

Tiolence, ' . [an ant. 

Lest thou shouldst fall some day under his feet like 

11. The candle showed no pity to the moth, 

Look howin the assembly it was itself consumed ! 

12. ;I grant there may be many less powerful than thee, 
But there is in the end some one more powerful 

than thee. 

On Generosity and its Fruit- 

1. Oh son show mercy, for man can be caught - 
By benclits, and wild beasts by restraint. 

2. Bind the enemy’s neck by (ties of) kindness, 

: For this knot cannot be severed. [generosity, 

’When the enemy secs liberality, kindness and 
Malignity comes not again into birth. [friend. 

4. ‘Act not badly lest thou experience evil from the good 
The seed of evil produces not the fruit of goodness. 

5. When thou treatest thy friend with harshness and 

severity. 

He desires not to see thy face (picture and colour), 

C. If the master is well disposed towards his enemies. 

It takes not long for them to become his friends. 

On Making Hearts Captive by Means of Kindness* 

1. Once on my road a young man came before me, 

A sheep running behind him in bounds, 

2. I said to him it is this rope and this cord. 

That brings the sheep after thee. 

8. Quickly he undid the collar cord' 

It began.to leap ubont right and left. 
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4. And ran after him in the same manner, [hands. 
For it had eaten barley and green corn out of his 

5. When it came back from its pastime and sport, 

He looked at me and said : “ Oh wse one ! 

6. “ It is not the rope which make it follow me, 

“ But the bend of kindness.” ■ . [serpent, 

7. By the reason of the kindness shown to the fmdous 
He attacks not his keeper. 

8. Oh good man, cherish (even) the evil-disposed. 

For the dog keeps watch when he eats thy bread. 

9. The teeth of the panther are blunt against him, 

Who rubs his tongue with cheese for two days. 

The Darvish and the Crippled Fox, 

1. A man saw a fox without hands and feet, 

And felt surprised at God’s goodness and work. 

2. Thinking how does it pass its life, 

With hands and feet such as these how does it eat ? 

3. The perplexed Darvish was in this state of mind. 
When a tiger appeared with a jackal in its claws. 

4. The tiger devoured the unfortunate jackal, 

Whatever was left of it, the fox ate with satisfaction, 

5. On the next day it again happened, 

That the Food-provider gave him his day’s food. 

6. Truth made the eyes of the man vision-seeing, 

He went and placed his reliance on the Creator. 

7. I will after this sit in the corner like the ant. 

For it is not by its strength the elephant gets its food. 

8. He bent his chin on his collar for a while, [world.. 
Thinking the bestower sends food from the invisible 

9. Neither stranger nor friend bestows thought on him. 
Bones, skin and veins harp-like was all that remained. 

10. When exhausted by weakness, senseless and without 

patience, ■ • [of the altar. 

These words came to his ears from towards th,§ waUg 
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11. '* Go and be like the fierce tiger, Oh false one ! 

** Think not thyself like the helpless fox, [thee, 

12. “ Exert thyself so that something may be left from 
“ Why art thou content fox-like with leavings of the 

18. He whose neck is fat as that of tigers, [tiger? ’* 

Should he, fox-like fall ? A dog is better than he. 

14. Gain to thy hands and eat with others, 

"Pay no heed to the leavings of others. 

15. Eat so as thou canstby the strength of thy own arm. 
So that thy exertions may be (weighed) in thy own 

scales. 

16. Mankind endure grief and cause ease (to others), 
The effeminate eat from the toiling hands of others. 

17. Go thou and assist, Oh advice-taking man, 

_ Cast not thyself down (and say) Take my hand (help). 

18. The favour of God is on that being, 

By whose existence the people enjoy happiness, 

19. The head that has brains in it practises hborahty, 
The mean-spirited are shells without kernel, 

20. That one experiences good in both abodes, 

Who causes good to the people of God. 

Story of a Miserly Devotes, 

1. I heard that there was a man of exalted birth, 
A'travellor in, and acquainted with, the right path, 

on the confines of Turkey. 

2. 1 and some pilgrims and desert-wanderers, 

Proceeded with the intention of seeing the man. 

8. He kissed the head and ©yes and hands of each, 

Ho seated us with rcveronce and respect and sat 
down himself. [property, 

4. I saw he possessed riches, corn-fields, servants and 
But without liberality like a fruitless tree. 

In kindness and politeness he showed warmth, 

Cnt the place of hia cooking-pot ^Ya3 utterly cold. 

0 
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6c All night we had no rest or sleep, [of hunger. 

He on account of his rosai^y praj'er and we on account 

7. In the morning he girt his loins and opened the door, 
And repeated the* civilities ason the previous evening. 

8. There was a man of sweet humour and merry temper. 
Who was a traveller with us in that mansion. 

9. “ Give me” said he “a kiss with altei-ed dots, [bosa,"^ 
“For to the poor man Tosha (food) is better than a 

10. “ Place not thy hand in (token of) service on my shoe, 
“ Give me a loaf and strike the head with a shoe.” " 

11. By liberality men carry off the palm (of victory), 

Not the night watchers but the dead-hearted. 

12. Such was my experience of the Tartar sentinel. 
Dead-hearted but watchful eyed at-night^ [bread), 

13. Liberality consists in manliness and in alms (giving 
Foolish discourse resembles an empty drum, 

14. At the judgment that one will enter heaven, 

Who, rejecting pretensions, sought after - truth. 

lo. By truth one can advance a right claim, 

But words without deeds are weak props. 

Story of Hatimf Tai4 

1. I heard that in the days of Hatim, there was, 

Among his steeds a smoke (coloured) steed. 

2. Swift as the wind and thundering neigh steed, 

That could outstrip lightning. ^ [plain, 

3. Galloping he poured down hail on mountain and 
Thou wouldst say : — Perhaps an April shower has 

4. Swift as the torrent, a scourer of the plains, [falleno 
The front wind fell behind him like the dust. 

5. The well informed men made mention 
Of Hatim to the Sultan of Turkey. 

■f- Bosa a Kiss. 

f Hatim Tai, An Arab Chief famed for his liberality. 

I Taij name of the_tribe of which Hatim wag the Chief, 
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6. Saying there was no one equal to him in liberality, 
And no horse like his for speed and action. 

7. Traversing the desert like vessel on the water, 

The eagle could not fly over his head (with speed). 

8. To his wise Vazir the king said thus, 

A claim without evidence leads to shame. 

9. X will ask Hatim for that horse of Arab breed, 

And will see whether he will be liberal and give it. 

10. I shall then know whether in him is magnanimity, 

If iie refuses (then) it is the sound of an empty drum* 

11. A wise and learned messenger to^Tai he sent, 

Along with ten men in his company. 

12. The earth was dead, the clouds wept over it, 

But the zephyr put fresh life into it. 

13. (The messenger) alighted at the house of Hatim, 

Was comforted as a thirsty one is by the Zindarud* 

. Eiver. 

14. He spread the table with viands and killed the horse. 
Put sweetmeats in their skirts and gave gold in 

their hands, ' 

16. They stopped the night there and the nest day, 

The messenger said what ho had to say, 

10. And while he was speaking, Hatim perplexed like one 

Gnawed his hands from regret, [drunk, 

17. " Oh wise and learned one of good name, 

“ Whv didst thou not give me the message before this. 

18. “ That horse fleetaa the windwitUthespeedof Daldul,t 

J roasted for-lhy sake last night. [torrent, 

19 "For I knew that in consequenco of the rain and 
" It was impossible to go to the pasture ground of the 
horses. 

20. " And- other moans to turn to or way had I none, 

" And saving that animal at my threshold there was 
none. [ing in generosity, 

*21. " According to my way of thinking it would be want* 

♦ Zintl I, H river iii I’orsia famed for ibo oireetoe^s of its water, 

{ '^h'a mule 
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That my guests should sleep afflicted by the pangs 
of hunger. [world)> 

22. “ For me it is necessary (a renowned name in the 
“Though there he not another famous horse (it mat* 

ters not).” 

23. He gave the men money and honours and horses, 
Good qualities are inherent, not acquired. 

24. When the news of the renowned Tai reached Turkey, 
A thousand benedictions were uttered on his dis- 

25. Be not contented with this story of Hatim, [position. 
Listen to one which is more excellent than this. 

Story of the King of Yemen’s Testing 
Hatim’s Liberality. 

1-. I know not who told me this story. 

That there was a King in Yemen, 
g. Who bore off the ball of fortune from the renowned, 
For he had no equal in scattering treasure- 

S. He might be called the cloud of liberality. 

For his hands showered money like rain, 

4. None ever mentioned Hatim’s name before him, 

That envy might not enter into his head. [bag, 

5. Saying “What are all these prattles about that wind- 
“ Who possesses neither kingdom nor power nor 

wealth,?” 

6. I heard that he prepared a princely banquet. 

And entertained the people harplike therein. * 

7. Some one opened the door of discourse regarding 
His praises were recounted by another. [Hatim, 

S. Envy placed the desire of revenge in the man’s head; 

He despatched one to bring his blood (kill him). 

9. Saying: — “ While Hatim lives in my time, 

“ My name he will not allow to pass for good.” 

10. The evil seeking one took the road to the tribe of Tai, 
He set forth to kill the generous one. 
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11. A youth met him on the road, 

From whom came forth the ardour of friendship. 

12. Handsome, wise, and sweet-tongued, 

He entertained him that evening, * 

18. Showed him kindness and sympathy and made ex- 
cuses for any shortcomings, ^ [ness. 

And turned the heart of the evil-minded by his kind- 
14. In the morning he kissed his hands and feet. 

Saying : — " Stay at ease for some days with me. 

16. Ho said : — “ I cannot stop in this place, 

“ For I have an important affair before me.” 

1C. Hatim said : — •“ If you will menfion-it to me, 

“Like friends of one heart, Twill heartily exert myself.” 

17. He said ; — “ Oh generous one, give ear to me, 

“For I know generous men conceal secrets. 

18. “ Perhaps you know of one Hatim in this country, 

“ Ho is of happy disposition and good morals. 

lOi “ The king of Yemen has asked for his head, 

. “I know not what enmity has arisen between tbemt 

20. - “ If thou showest mo the way to where he resides, 

“ It is what I expect from thy kindness, my friend.” 

21. The youth laughed and said : — “ I am Hatim, 

“Here is the head, divide it from my body with thy 

sword. 

22. “ It is not’proper that when the morning dawns, 

“ Misfortune should befall thee, or that thou shouldst 
he disappointed.” [mercy), 

23. "When Hatim thus freely placed his head (at his 
A cry burst from the young man’s heart. 

24. He fell on the ground then leaped to his feet again, 
Now kissed the ground, now his feet and hands. 

25. Throw aside his sword, cast down his quiver. 

And folded his hands on Ms breast lilie a slave. 

20, Baying : — ** Should I strike your body (even) with a 
rose, - . [woman.” 

“ In the opinion of men I should be not a man but a 



27. Kissed both bis eyes, pressed' bim to bis bosom, 

Then from that place took tbe road to Yemen. 

28. Krom between the two eye-brows of tbe man, tbe king 
At once saw that be bad not done tbe deed. 

29. He said, “ Come then l-Wbat news bast thou got-? 

“ Y'by didst thou not fasten bis bead to tby saddie- 

30. Perhaps tbe famous one attacked thee, ' [strap ? 
“ And thou couldst not bear tbe brunt of battle through 

weakness.” 

31; Tbe manly bold one kissed tbe ground, 

He praised tbe king- and paid bis respects. 

32. And said: — “ Ob great and -wise king I 
“As regards Hatim listen to this. 

83. “ I found out the renowned Hatird, 

“ He is skilful, pleasant of appearance, and beautiful. 
34. “ I discoTered bim to be generous and wiser, 

“And superior to myself in bravery. 

85. “ Tbe burden of bis kindness bent my back, [lence,” 
“ He killed me with tbe sword of kindness and excel- 

36. He then related wbai; be bad seen of bis acts of 

generosity, 

And tbe king praised tbe descendants of Tai. 

37. He gave the messenger gold and dirhams, 

Kor liberality ends (is sealed up) with Hatim. 

38. If they bear testimon}'- to bis merits, it is proper. 

For reality and report in bis case agree. 

Story of Hatim’s Daughter. 

• £ 

1. I beard that in tbe time of tbe prophet, tbe tribe Tai 
Accepted not tbe faith of Islam. 

2. Tbe Messenger of glad tidings sent an army, 

They took captive a band of them.” [of hatred, 

3. Tbe prophet ordered them to be slain with tbe sword 
Saying: — “They are impure and of impure religion.” 

4. A w'oman said : — “ I am Hatim’s daughter, 

" “ Deg for me from tbe renowned ruler. 
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5. ” Oh revered Sir ! Be merciful on my helpless condi- 

tion, ' 

‘‘For my Lord (Hntim) Tvna a man of liberality.” 

6. By command of the prophet of pure mind, . 

They removed the chains from her hands and feet. 

7. But the rest of the tribe they placed under the sword, 
* And mercilessly caused a torrent of blood to flow. 

8. Crying utterly the woman said to the swordsman, 

“ Strike off my head also along with the rest. 

9. “ I consider my release from fetters no clemency, 

“ I alone (released) my companions still in the snare 
. (of dcstriictiQn)^* 

- 10. Uttering her lamentations over the brothers of Tai, 
Her voice reached tho car of tlio I’rophet. 

11. He spared tho lives of the rest of tlje tribe and said* 
“ The oue of true origin never erred,” 

Story of Hatim, and the Sack of Sugar. 

1. An old man from Halim’s store-house, 

Asked for ton dirliams weight of sngarcandy. 

2. The narrator’s story I remember, was,^ 

That ho sent him a sack full of sugar. 

S. The wife said from the tent: *’ Whnt is your object, 
Tho old man’s need was simply ten dirhams ? ” 

4., 'The celebrated Tai heard this speech. , [tribe, 
Ho laughed and replied : — “ Oh heart’s ease of tho 
5. “ If his demand was suitable to hU own need, 

** What of the liberality of Halim’s offspring” 

G. None other, perpaps in magnanimity like Hatim, 
Was produced in the revolution of tho age, 

7. (Save) Abubakar, son of Sdd, whose hand of liberality. 
Is magnanimously placed on the mouth of the 
petitioners. 

■ 8. Oh protector of the subject ! May thy heart be glad. 
And may- Islam flourish by thy help 1 



104 


- O. This dust of this happy soil raises its head, 

Qver the lands of Greece and Turkey .by thy justice. 

10. Like Hatim had it not been for his splendour, ‘ 

■ No one in the world would have mentioned the' name, 

11. (The praises of that famous one of'Tai); 

Tor both, praise remains recorded in books. 

12. For Hatim sought for worldly honoured renown. 

Thy struggles and strivings ^re for the sake of God. 

18. For the Darvish there is^^ self imposed task. 

Save in this one word there is no other counsel.' 

14. “ Do good to thy utmost power,” 

After thee good remains; after Sadi, (his) speech. 

Story of the Clemency of Kings. 

1. An ass belonging to a person had fallen into the m ire, 
Anger (for the loss) had gathered blood to his heart. 

• 2. Deserts and rain, and cold flood, - 

Darkness lowered its shirt over the horizon. 

8. He remained in this state of anger, the night long 
till the morning. 

Harshly uttering abuse and maledictions. 

4. Neither an enemy escaped his tongue nor a friend. 
Nor even the monarch to whom the country belonged. 

5. By chance the famous king of that region. 

Was ill the hunting ground intent on Ohowgan.- (or) 
By chance the lord of that extensive forest, 

Came up to him while he was in this plight. - 

6. He looked uj) and saw the monarch of the country. 
Who from a height was listening to what passed. 

7. He heard those words wanting in rectitude, 

*And had neither the patience to hear nor the tact 
to answer them. 

8. The king looked towards bis retinue with chagrin. 
Saying Wherefore is this man’s anger against . 

9. One said, “Strike him oh king with the sword, [me ?” 
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“ For he has spared neither any man nor daughter or 

10. The monarch of high dignity loohed, [wife.”. 

Bohold the man in calamity, his ass in the mire. 

11. He sympathised with the poor man’s wretchedness, 
Swallowed the anger caused by his cool language. 

12. Ho gave him money, horse and fur coat- 
How excellent is kindness at the time of hate ? 

38. One said to him;— “Oh old man without sense and 
intelligence. 

It is a wonder that thou hast escaped from slaugh- 
ter.” He said, “Be silcut. 

14. “ If I wei)t on account of my own misfortune, [ness. 

“ His rewards were commensurate withhis own worlhi- 
% 5 . It is easy to return evil for evil, . [thee. 

If thou art a man, do good to him who does evil to 

Story of a Mean Rich Man and the Pious Darvish. 

1. I heard of an arrogant one so intoxicated with pride, 
Thai ho shut tho door of his house in the face of a 

2. The man sat down dejected in a corner, [beggar. 
His heart hot, his sigh cold from tho vapour of his 

3. A blind man arrived and heard him, [breast. 

And asked, "What has brought thee such anger and 

hate?” ^ [ingly, 

4. - Ho lying in tho dust of tho street, spokp weep- 

About tho cruelty which had been shown by the man. 

5. ‘ Ho said: — Oh such a ono bear up with thy sorrow, 

** And for this night, break thou thy fast with 'me. ” 

6. With flattering and soothing words he drew him by 

the collar, 

Brought him home and laid trays of food before him, 

7. Tho Darvish of enlightened mind was consoled, 

And said ; — “ May God grant thee sight ! ” 

8. At night some drops trickled from his eyes, 

Ho opened them in the morning and beheld, 
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9. The story spread through the city, 

“ That eyeless man opened his eyes last night.” 

10. The stony-hearted merchant heard this story, 

From whom the Darvish had gone away sore at heart. 

11. He said (to the blind man) “ Relate, oh fortunate man ! 
“ How this difficulty became easy to thee ? 

1'2 “Who lit this world illuminating lamp (eyes) ? ” 

Be (the blind man) said: — “Oh tyrant of unlucky 
days, ‘ • 

13. “ Thou wert shortsighted and slow of understanding, 
“ Thou wert engaged with the owl. instead of the 

phoenix. [sight), 

14. “ That one opened the door on my face (gave me 
“ In whose face thou didst close the door. 

15. “ If thou wouldst kiss the du.=t of the men (of God), 
“ I swear by manliness that heavenly light would 

arrive to thee. 

16. “ Those who have the eye of their hearts closed, ■ 
“Are assuredly neglectful of this antimony.” 

17. When the unlucky merchant heard these rebukes, 

He bit the tin of the fingers of regret with his teeth. 

18. Saying “ j\'[y royal falcon became the prey of thy sn are, 
“ The fortune was mine but it went to thy name.” 

19. How can one get possession of the male- falcon, 

When he sets- down his teeth to greediness like a rat? 

On Gratifying th3_ Hearts of Men in:order to 
Find ‘a Pious Man- 

1. Beware if thou art a seeker of enlightened men. 
Neglect .not the service for even a single moment. 

2. Give food to %e partridge and doves and pigeons, 

So that one day the Phoenix may fall into thy net. 

8. When thou easiest the arrow of desire on every side, 
There is hope that will unexpectedly make a prey. 

4. Out of many sh^lg comes a single pearl. 

Out of a hundred airows one hits the mark. 



107 


Story'of the Man Who Looked for His Son in a 
Caravan 

1. A coitain one lost his son from the camel howdah, 

He w indoied alioot TUI lught in the encampment; 

2. Asked for him in e\ 0 iy tent and hmiied in every 

diiecfcion, 

In the darkness found that light. 

8. When ho (father) camo before the men of the caravan, 

I heaidhim say to the caraol driver: 

4. “ Dost thou know hi>tt I found my friend (beloved son)? 

I “(About) o>ery one who came befoie mo I thought 

'this 18 he’ ! ** • 

5. De\out ones seek after every one with their hearts, 
Hoping that they may haply meet with a man (of 

God). 

6 . For the sake of a single heart they bear many Ioads» 
For the sake of a single rose eiidnie the pain of 

many thoilis. 

Story of a Ruby that was Found in a Camel's Stable* 

1 . From the cronn of a prince, in a camel’s stable, 

A rubj fell one mght m a stony place, 

2. The father said to Ins so « • “ In this gloomy night, 

“ Hov. canst thou know which in the gravel oi stone ? 
8. “Oh son, take caie of all the stones, 

I ' “That the ruby may not be out of them.” 

4. Among the base, the pure ones of dejected visage. 
Are indied the rubies among the stones in the dark. 

5. Bear patiently the burden of every ignorant one, 

For it may happen that n pious one may come to thee* 

6. The man who is fond of his fiiend, 

Seest then not how he is the enemy’s load-bearer? 

7. Ho tears his g.arment rosc-liLe, with the hands of 

thorn. 

Laughs pomegranate like, blood gathered in the heart. 
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8. Suffer tlie sorrow of all for the love of one, 

Pa3^ regard to a hundred for the sake of one. 

9, If the humble ones, distraught of head. 

Are contemptible and beggars in thy sight, 

10. Never look at them with an eye of approval, 

For it is sufficient that they are approved of God. 

11. The one who in thy opinion is had. 

How dost thou know, but he is a saint in himself? 

12. The door of the divine knowledge is open to one, 

In whose face the doors of men are shut. 

13. Many of embittered life and tasting of bitterness, 
(May)come into the abode pulling up their skirt. 

14. If thou hast judgment or sense thou wouldst kiss 
The hand of the prince (the man of God) in tb 

prison of this world. 

15. For the day he comes out of the prison (blocked city] 
He may himself be exalted and confer exaltation on thee 

16. Cause not the flower trees to burn in autumn, 
Because in spring, they appear beautiful to thee. 

The Miserly Father and the Prodigal Son. 

1. A certain one had not the spirit to spend, 

,He had money but not the power to enjoy it. 

2. He would uot eat so that his hear t might be 'satisfied 
And would uot give, so that on the morrow it migh 

be of use. ' [and silver 

3. Night and day his sole thought was of getting gok 
Gold and silver (were) the fetters of the miserly man 

4. One day the son in ambush observed 

The place where the rhiser buried the money. 

5. He took it out of the earth and gave it to the windS; 
And put a stone, I heard, in its place. 

6. The money did not last long with the young man. 

It came into one hand, it went out of the other. 

7. For so depraved a spendthrift was he, 

That his cap and trousers lYcre pawned in the Baaar. 
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8. The father, in despair clutched his own throat, 

The eon (in enjoyment) brought forth the lute and 

the harp. [long, 

9. ' The father slept not groaning and bewailing all night 

The eon laughing in tho morning exclaimed: 

10. “ Gold, Oh father ! is for eating and enjoyment, 

But for burying (i. c. hoarding) what matters whethe« 
it be stone or gold ! ’* 

11. They bring gold out of the hard stone, 

To male gifts of raiment and enjoy, 

12. (But) gold in the hands of the miser, 

Is gold still in the stone Oh my brother ! 

ID. If while living thou art unkind to thy kindred, 
Complain not that they wish for thy death. 

14. For they will then cnjdy.to the full thy wealth, 

When thou fallestfromahoightoffiftyyards from tho 
35. A miser who is wealthy in dinars and silver, [roof. 

Is like a talisman placed over a treasure. 

1C. His gold remains (untouched) for years, because. 

Such a talisman trembles over its head. 

1 7 . Suddenly they smash it with the stone of fate. 

And then make a peaceful division of the treasure* 

18. After conveying and hoarding like the ant, 

Eat of it, before being eaten by the grave-worm. 

19. Tho sayings of SAdi aro precepts and advice. 

Pul them into performance and they will prove useful 
to thee. 

20. To turn away thy face from this would be a pity. 

For wealth in this way might be got. 

A Small_Favour and Great Reward- 

1- A certain youth had shown liberality with a d&ng. 
Ho had sati'fied the desires of an old man. 

S, Heaven suddenly seized tho youth for a ctimo, 

The Sultan sent him to tho scaffold, " 

10 
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3. People crowded to Bee tbe scene at their doors, stji 

the streets, and on the roofs of their houses, 
Soldiers running hither and thither and there was as 
universal uproar. 

4. When the old Darvish saw the youth in the tumulta 
A prisoner in the hands of the people, 

5. His heart ached on account of the wretched youth, 
For lie had once won his heart. 

G. He raised a cry saying: — “ The Sultan is dead, 

“ The world remains and he has carried away his good, 
qualities.” 

7. He kept smiting together the hands in lamentation. 
The soldiers with drawn swords heard him. 

8, With lamentations the}' cried aloud. 

Striking their heads and faces and shoulders. 

‘9, They footed it in all haste to the door of the Courts 
Running up they saw the king on his throne, 

10. The youth disappeared, they took the old man 
By the neck a prisoner before the Sultan’s throne, 

11. Threateningly he questioned inspiring awe, 

Saying “ Wherefore didst thou wish for my death ? 

12. “ Since goodness anduprightedness are in my nature, 

Why dost thou wish ill of the people, in the end?” 

13. The brave old man raised his voice and said, 

“.Oh king, to whose command thewhole world is a slavej 

14. “ By my lying speech that “ the king is dead ” 

“Thou didst not die, hut a wretch saved his life.” 

15. The king was so amo,zed with the explanation, 

That he bestowed something and said nothing, 

16. Meanwhile, the youth falling and rising, 

Kept running helplessly in every direction. 

17. One in the place of execution said to him, 

“What didst thou do that thy life obtain ed deliverance?” 
T8, He whispered to him “ Oh wise man ! ' 

“ By (the bravery of) a soul and the gift of a dang, 
I escaped from bonds,” 
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* 19. A man pnts seed in ilie eartlj for tliis reason, 

That in tbo day of distress it may bear fiuit. 

20. A grain of bailey will avert a se\eie calamity, 

Tbou hast seen that a staff (of Moses) Killed Ogg* 

21. The true tradition from the Chosen Onef is 
That bestowing alms .a\ert3 calamity. 

22. Tbon sceat not the enemy’s foot in the habitation, 
For Abnbakar Sdd is ilie conqueior of tbo Kingdom. 

23. Ob tbou ‘AbubaKar! Awoild is joyful by thy face. 
Seize thou the world that joy may bo on thy face. 

24. In thy time no ono snffiia injury from another. 

The roses in the parterre suffer not the distress of 

thorns. 

25. Thou art the shadow of the grace of God on the earth, 
Prophet-like, the mercy''of the worlds. 

2C. If one knows not thy worth, — whal matter ? [Power. 
Th’ej know not* also the value of the great Night of 

Story on-the Howard of Good Peeds* 

1. A certain one saw in a drcamtbcplain ofHcBurreciion, 
^ The surface of the earth like molten copper from the 

2. From the people, cries ascended to the skies, fsun. 
Their brains from tbo heat in a state of boiling. 

S. One person among ibis crowd in the shade, 

Had an‘ ornament of Puradiso lound bis neck. 

4. He (the dreamer) addressed him "Ob tbou assembly- 

ndoring man ! 

' "Who in this assembly was thy helper? " 

5. " I had ” said he, "a vineat the door of my house, 

" Under its shade a good man slept, 

6. " At this moment of despair that virtuous man, 

“ InvoKod the just God (for pardon) of my sins, 

7* “ Saying; — 'Oh God, show mercy to tliis slave, 

" For I oneo experienced Kindness from him’." 

* Qgg — Kiog of Basban f Wiosen One— 'lloboincd 
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8. What said I when I solved this mystery, 

May there be glad tidings to the Lord of Shiraz. 

9. For the people, under the shadow of his liberality, 
Are placed at' the table of his bounty. 

10. The generous man is a tree loaded jvith fruits, 

When thou goest beyond it, all is fuel of' the tuoun-' 

tainous region. [tree, 

11. If. they strike the hatchet at the trunk of the fruitless 
When do they strike at the fruitful tree ? 

. 12. Long mayest thou endure, Oh tree of Excellence ! 

For thou art both fruit-yielding and shade-bestowirg. 

• Discourse on Cautioning' King and Administration 

of Kingdoms. 

1. I have said much on the subject of beneficence, 

But it is not necessary to show it to every one, 

2. Use the blood and property' of a tyrant. 

It is better to strip a bad bird of- its feathers. 

S. To him who has a quarrel with his Master, [hand f 
Why shouldst thou put a stick and a stone in bis 

4. Pluck up the root which iDroduces thorns, 

Cherish the tree which bears fruit. 

5. Bestow on him the rank of a great one, 

Who behaves not arrogantly to the poor one. 

6. Show not favour to the tvrant wherever he is, 

For kindness to the tyrant is oppression to the world, 

7. The lamp of the world-iuflamer werebest extinguished, 
Better — one man in the fire than a nation in distress, 

8 Whosoever shows mercy to the thief, 

Plunders the caravan with his own hands, 

9. Grive to -the winds, . the heads of the traders in 
oppression, ^ [and equity. 

For oppressing the dealer in oppression is Justice 
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On Showings Favour to the Undeserving. 

“I. I ba'vo heard that a man suffered vexation in his 
hons'', 

Because bees made a hive in the roof. 

2. He asked lus •wife for a large knife, 

That he might destroy the hivo of the bees. 

8, His wife said J—** Do not, what thou dost intend, 
with them, _ [native land. 

“For the T)Oor creatures will be driven out of their 
4. The fooli'sh man went about his business; 

,ATid the bees one day .began to sting the woman. 

6, ' "When the man retnrned home from his s ion, 

Ho was greatly angered with the senseless woman, 

6. "Who at the door, on the roof, and in the street, 

Kept on making an outcry. Her busba id said to her 

7. **Oh wife ! make not thy face sour towards men, 

** For thou (thyself) bidst me not kill the poor bees'." 

8. How can anyone do good to the bad ? ^ 

Clemency- to the bad increases their depravity, [one, 

9. 'When thou seost calamity to a people frou a great 
Sever his throat with the sharp edge of the sword. 

10. What after all is a dog that they should place a tray 

before him, 

Command that a bone be cast before him. [village, 

11. How good is the proverb from the old man of the 
* A kicking boast is best heavily loaded.’ 

12. If the night watchman bo kind to the bad, 

No one can sleep at night through fear of thieves. 

18. The shaft of the spear in the midst of war, 

Is worth more than a hundred thousand sugarcanes. 

14. Not every one is deserving of wealth, 

One may deserve wealth, and one reproof, [pigeons, 

15. When thou dost cherish the cat, it carries off (thy) 
And when thou f.^ttenest the wolf, it rends, Joseph. 

16. A building that has not a strong foundation, 

Baiso it not bigh, and tremble, if thou dost. 
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On Foresight— Behram and his Steed- 

3. How well said BeLram the dweller of a desert, 

IVlien his thorough bred restive steed threw him b 
the groBtid. 

2. It is proper to take another horse from the herd, 

For it is possible to restrain if he gets restive, [bodkinr 

3. It is proper to stop the head of the stream witti a 
For when the torrent rises it is impossible to cioae 

it on an elephant. 

4. Oh son ! bind the Euphrates at low water, 

For it is vain to stop it when the flood rises. 

5. When the mean wolf falls in the snare, [sheep 

Kill it, if not, pluck up th}^ heart from the (love of) 

6. Prostration comes not from Iblis, 

Nor from the worthless jewel comes good to life. 

7. Give neither room nor opportunity to the malignant 

one, [best-, 

The enemy in the well, and th6 demon in bottle, is 

8. Say not, it is fitting to kill this snake with a stick, 
When he has his head beneath thy stone, strike. . 

9. The writer who did injvn-e his inferiors, 

To sever his hand with the sword is best. 

10. The councillor who introduces bad regulations^ 

Takes thee that he may give thee to hell-fire. 

11. Say not this councillor is best for the country. 

Call him not councillor whose counsel is bad, 

12- Fortunate is he who acts up to Sadi’s advice, 

Which is for increase of country, deliberation and 
judgment. 
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CHAPTER III. - 

On Love— Preliminary Discourse, 
t Very happy is the time of those who arc distraught 
in love (of Goa), 

Whether they feel wounds (of separation) or the 
healing ointment (of His presence). 

2. They are licggars averse to regal dignity, [Him. 

Patient in their state of beggary in hopes of (meeting) 
0. They continually drink the wine of sorrow (of love 
for Him), [patient). 

And if they find it bitter they remain in silence (are 
4. There is, calamity of intoxication in the delight 
IAb a ihorn is the armour of the King-roao. [of wine, 
C. Patience in his remembrance is not bitter, 

For bitterness is sugar from the hand of a friend. 

6. His prisoner wishes not relief from confinement, 

His prey seeks not an escape from His noose. 

7. , They are intoxicated with love of the friend (God) and 

endure rebuke. 

The intoxicated camel carries its load more lightly. 

8. They are the Sultans of retirement, the beggars of HS.i, 
They know the stages (of the path of God) though they 

have lost the traces. 

9. How shall , people got to the knowledge of their 

condition? ' [of life. 

For they are (concealed) in darkness, like tho water^ 

10. Like the Temple of Jerusalem resplendent within, 

Puined wajls shown outside. , [ (of Jove), 

11. Like tho motli they burn themselves in the flame 
Not like tho eilk-worni, weaving’' (a protecting) 

covering. [enchanter. 

12. A heart enchanter in their arms, — still seeking a heart 
Lips parched with thirst, (yet) at the brink of a stream, 
I say not that they have not the water in their power. 
But they are like the dropsical, on the banks of 

tho Nile. . 
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On Love of God —The Meaning of Worldly Love 

1. The love of one like thyself (made of) water and clayg 
- Eobs thee of patience and tranquillity of heart. 

2. Awake, thou art fascinated with her cheek and mole, 
Asleep, thou art a slave to thy desire of her. [a way, 

S, Of a truth thou placest thy head at her feet in such 
That thou lookest on the world as a nonentity com- 
pared with her existence. 

4. When gold in the eyes of thy mistress is of no worth, 
To thee gold and dust are alike. 

5. And if desire, for another, comes not to thee, [is. 
It is because there is no room for another where she 

6. Thou sa3^est “ She has a place in mine eyes,” 

And if thou closest thine eyes — “ She has a place in 
my heart.” 

7. Neither fear of any one — that thou wilt be disgraced, 
Nor power for a moment that thou wilt be patient. 

8. If she asks for thy life, thou placest it on the palm of 

thy hand, [thy neck. 

And if she puts the sword to thy head, thou beudest 

9. When Love whose ioundation is carnal desire, 
Creates such a tumult and is So overpowering, 

10. Lost thou marvel that the traveller on the path, 
Should be immersed in the sea of spirituality ? , 

11. In their love for their Beloved, they care not for 

their lives, [the world. 

In remembrance of_ the Nriend, they have shunned 

12. In devotion to the True One they fly from the world, 
So enamoured of the cup-bearer (God) that they have 

spilled the wine. 

IS. It is impossible with medicine to cure them. 

For no one is acquainted with the nature of their 
disease. [Beginning, 

14. “ Am I not thy God ” ringing in their ears since 
With a loud cry they utter the shout “ Yesl” ' 
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15. A cro'wd sitting in retirement in devotion, 

Earthy feet — but fiery breath. 

16. With an outcry they uproot a mountain, 

With a single' shout they oveiturn a kingdom. 

17 . Wind -like they -are invisible and swift going, 
Musk-lile they are silent, singing praises. 

18. They weep so in the morning that their tears 
Wash down the collyrium of sleep from their eyes. 

19. Their steed, over-urged all night, is dead, [wearied. 
In the morning they clamour because they are 

20. Night and day immersed in the ocean of zeal, 

In their disturbed state they Know not night from day. 

21. So enamoured of the splendour of the Painter (God), 
That they care not for the beauty of theexternal form. 

22. The pious ones gave not their hearts to the skin 

(t.e. external appearance.) ' [flesh. 

' And i! a fool did so, he was devoid of brains and 

23. That one drank the pure wine of Unity (of God), 
Who forgot the present and the future world. 

Story of a Beggar and a Prince 

1, I have heard that once upon a time a beggar 
Fell in love with a prince. 

2. He went and entertained a vain notion, 

His imagination plunged its teeth in desire, 

8, Like the mile stone be was not absent from his 
presence (phi::}, 

Like the bishop he was always on the side of the 

4 . His henrt became blood and the secret of his heart 

ho revealed not, [(of desire.) 

But his feet, through weeping, stuck fast in the mir® 

5. The watchmen got intelligence of his grief, 

They told him, Wander.not again here.” 

C, Ho wont for a moment and recollecting the face of 
hjs friend, - 
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He again pitclied the tent at the head of his friend’s 

7. A slave broke his head, and hands and feet, [feet. 
Sa.ying — “ Did v'e not tell thee once come not here?” 

8. He went once again hnt had r.ot patience and ease. 

He had no patience (thinking) ot his friend’s face. 

9. Fly-like, thongh driven from the sugar violently, 

He used to return again hastily. 

10. Some one said — “Oh insane-like impudent one, 

“ Thou hast wonderful patience in (receiving) blows of 
stick and stone.” [hand, 

11. Said he,, “This violence, against me comes from his 
“ It is not proper to lament at what comes from friends’ 

12. “ Behold, I claim thp breath offriendship, [hand. 

“ Whether he thinks of me as a friend or foe. 

18. “Without him expect no patience from me, 

“ Nay even with him tranquillily is impossible; 

14. “ Neither the power of patience, nor the room for stiifop 
“ Neither the ability to remain, nor the foot to fly. 

15. “ Say not turn aside the head from the threshold of 

this court, [rope, 

“ Even though he fastens my head peg-like to the tent 
36. “ Nay the moth sacrificing life at the friend’s foot, 

“ Is better than living in its dark corner.” 

17. He said ; — If thou shouldst suffer tlie blow of hk 

chowgan (club)?” 

He replied “ Like the ball I will fall at his feet.” 

18. He said : — “ If he cuts off thy head with a sword ?” 
He replied : — “ This even I will not begrudge. 

19. “ When one is in love with another, 

“ He is not vexed with him for every trifling thing, 

20. “As for my head 1 know not, 

“ Whether the crown or the axe is over the head. 

21. “ Eeprove me not, an impatient one, 

' “ For in love patience has no existence, [(diseased), 

22. “If like Yakub’s (Jacob’s) my eyes becorne white 
“ Still I despair not of seeing Yoosuf (Joseph),” 
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2$. The youth one day kissed his (prince’s) stirrnp, 

He becnme angry and turned the rein from him. 

24. He laughed and said, ** Turn not reins, [ono. 

“ For the Sultan turns not the rein (face) from any 

25. “ On account of thy being, existence remains not for 

me, [for me. 

“ In my thought of thee, selfworshipping remains not 

26. “ If thou perceivest a fault, censuie me not, 

** For thou art the head brought forth from my collar 

27. " Boldly Ilaid my hand to stiirup, [(of existence). 
“ Because 1 took nO account of myself in this respect. 

28. “ I drew the pen acioss my own name, 

“ I placed my foot on the object of my own desire. 

29. “The arrow of that iuloricated eye kills mo in fact, 

'What need that thou shouldst carry thy hand to the 
20. Set fire to'the' reed and pass on, [sword? 

“ So that neither the dry nor the green be left in the 
•forest. 

Story on the Subject of the Lovers WKo Sacrificod 
their Lives, 

1 have heard tliat hearing the melody of n singer, 
Ono fairy-faced began to dance. 

From the fire of the surrounding distracted hearts, 
The flame of a candle, set fire to skirt of her dress. 
She hce.ame heart-distressed and vexed. 

One of her lovers said: — "'What matter I 
“ As to thee, oh friend I the fire burned the skirt ! 
“But for mo — it has consumed msaltogether.” 

Think not of thyself — if thou art n (true) lover. 

For to think of self and the beloved— is infidelity. 

On the Occupation of Men Devoted to Love, 

I remember hearing thus from a knowing old man, 
That ono distraught with love set his head towards 
the desert. 
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2. His father, at his separation, neither ate nor slept, 
They reproached the son, who replied : — 

8. “ From the time my hcloTed called me His own, 

“There remained in me no friendship for any one (else.) 

4. “I swear by the irue God that since He (God) showed 

me His beauty, 

“ All else I'see appears imaginary to me.” 

5. He is not lost who turned his face from the people. 
For he recovered his own lost one (God). 

6. There are distracted ones beneath the shy. 

Who may be called either beasts or Angels. 

, **7. In remembrance of God, angel-like they are exalted. 
And lilFe the wild beast, from man they fly night 
■ and day. [materiality), 

8. Strong armed (by spirituality), but short-handed (by. 

They are wise but (outwardly) mad,vSober but out- 
wardly drunk. [garment, 

9. Sometimes happy in a corner sewing their tattered 
Sometimes perturbed in the assembly burning their 

ragged garment.’ 

30. Neither care they for themselves nor others. 

Nor in the corner of their .unitarianism have they 
iflace for any one. [perturbed. 

11. Their senses ai'e bewildered, and their understandinn- 

. « O 

Their ears are stuffed against the words of their 
advisers. 

12. The duck cannot be drowned in the sea, [burning? 
What danger has the Salamander of the torments of 

13. They are empty-handed but full of ambition, 

Like travellers in the desert without a caravan. 

14. They expect not men’s apj)roval, , [them. 

Approved of ,God they are, and that is enough for 

16. Beloved ones (of God), hidden from the eyes of the people, 
Not wearers of the waistcord concealed under their 
3 6. Full of fruit and shady like the vine, [patched robes. 
Not like us (of black deeds), dyers of blue garment. 
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17, They Imve held down their heads liLe the oyster, 

Not like the ssafoam fall on the mouth 
18 They are not men of love and skin only, 

It IS not e\eiy form that has the true soul in it. 

^ 19 The monarch (God) is not the purchaser of eveiy 
slave, [man. 

Not under c\rry tattered garment is theie a Ining 
20. Had every drop of hail become a pearl, 

The bazai -would be as full of them as shells [(clogs), 
21 Like rope dancers they bind not feet on themselves 
Tor the wooden clog moves hardly from its place 
22. Associates of the secret chnmbeis of God, 

Intoxicated with one di luglit until the blowing of 
the last trumpet [fear of the swoid. 

23 They w ithdraw not the graspof dcsiio (for God) thiougli 

Tor abstinence and love are mirroi and stone (the 
one destroy 8 the other) 

On the Overpowering: Nature of 
Ecstacy and the Dominion of Love 
or ^ 

TJic Beauty of Samarkand Wlio Disdaxned 7tc? hover 

1. A certain person had a beloved in Samarkand, 

Thou wouldst say she possessed instead of (sumar) 

speech, (kund) sugar, 

2. A Beauty that surpassed the sun, [ruined. 

By her coquetry tho foundation of piety became 

8. By the most high God ! of beauty so rare, 

That thou wouldst deem it a sign of mercy (of God) 
4. She used to walk and all eyes followed her, 

Lovers’ hearts and lives sacrificed for her 
D, That lover used sccrcllj to cast glances at her. 

She once looking severely said — 

C. “ Oh impudent one ' how long wilt thou run after mo ’ 
“ Dostthou not know that lamnot the bird for thy net ? 
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7. “ If I see tliee after me ngain, I -will, with tbe sword, 

Without pit}’, cutoffthy headlike (thatof) an enemy.’’ 

8. Some one said to him, “ Now go thy way, 

“ Seek out an easier object than this one. 

9. “Thou wilt not, I fear (think) obtain thy desire, 

“ God forbid — lest thou jeopardise life for thy heart's 
desire.” 

10. When that true-hearted insane one heard this reprooh 
He drew a cry of pain from the heart. 

11. “ Allow that the blow of the sword of slaughter, 

“ May cause my corpse to roll in blood and dust. 

12. “ They will perhaps say before friends and foes, 

“ This is he, slain by tbe scimitar of her hand. 

13. “ I see not the moans of flight from the dust of her 
“Tell her, ‘ Dishonor me not by injustice.' [street 

14. “Oh egotist ! thou that admonisheth repentance to me, 
“But it is better — that thou shouldst (thyself) repent 

■on account of this speech. 

15. “Bestow forgiveness on me for wliatever she does, 
“She does well even though it be desire for mv blood 

16. “The fire of her love causes me to consume nightly, 
“But I become alive by her sweet odour in the morning, 

17. “Should I die to-day in the street of ray beloved one, 
“I will pitch my tent in the Ecsurrection by the side 

of my beloved one.” 

IS. So long as thou canst, yeild not, in this battle of love, 
Behold Sadi is alive though killed by love. 

The Sacrifice of Lovers and their Looking upon 
Death a Good Lortune. 

1. A certain onethirsty said, while yielding up his soul, 
“How happy ho who dies in water!'’ 

2. A youth deficient of understanding said, “Oh wonder! 

When thou diest what matter whether thy lips are 
moist or dry ?” 
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3. He replied “Do I not in the end moisten my lips 
** In order to sacrifice my dear life ?” 

4. The thirsty one falls intotlie deep pool of water, 
Because he knows that the drowned one dies with his 

thirst satisfied. 

6. If thou ait a lover, seize her skirt, 

If she bids thee give up thy life say ; — **Take it.” 

<). Thou raayst enjoy the happiness'of Paradise at the 
moment, 

Thou hast passed through the Hell of non-existence. 

7. The hearts of the sowers of seeds may be anxious, 
But they sleep happily when the crop comes up. 

5. In this assembly of love to God, that one obtained 

bis object, [love). 

"Who, in the last circulation, got .the goblet of (God’s 

On the Patience and Peraeverance of the Men of God- 

1, I know the following story about the travellers of tho 

Bieh Fakirs — Kiag-like baggars. [way of God, 

2. That an old man went to beg in the morning, 

lie saw the door of a mosquo and asked (cried out 
for) alms. 

S. One said to him ; — *' This is not tho home of men, 

" Where they might bestow anything, stand not 

'impndently.” 

4. lie asked “Whoso then is this house, 

“Where there is nocharity,onthe state of any one?” 

5. He said to him ; — “Silence ! what criminal words aro 

those ? 

“ Tho Lord of this house is our Lord (God).” [(alter); 
Q. Tho old man looked and saw a lamp and the mihriib 
In tbe anguish of his heart he uttered a cry ; [place, 

7. Saying:— “It is a pity to wander farther from this 
“ It is sad to depart disappointed from this door. 

8. “I never went away disappointed from any street. 
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“ Why should I turn away ashamed from this door 
of the True One ? [tion, 

,9. I will even here stretch forth the hand of sui^plica- 
“ For I know I will not return empty handed.” 

10. I'have heard that for a j’-ear he remained a dweller 

in the mosque, [cants. 

His hands stretched forth in the mariner of suppli- 

11. One night the foot from his life sank in the mire (of 
His heart began to palpitate from weakness, [death), 

12. In the morning a man took a lamp to his head, 

He saw a spark of life flickering like a morning lamp. 

13. He was clamorously shouting with joy : — • 

“ "Whosoever knocks at the door of the merciful, it 
opens for him.” 

14. The seeker of God ought to he patient and enduring, 
For I have not heard of an alchemist being dejected. 

15. How much gold do they put into the worthless dust. 
In the hope that one day they may convert copper 

16. Gold for the sake of buying a thing is good, [into gold. 
What better canst thou buy than the affection of the 

beloved one ? 

17. If thy heart be grieved by one heart-ravisher. 

Get into thy grasp another heart-consoler. 

18. Embitter not thy for one of sour face, 

With the water (beauty) of the other quench the ffre 
(of love for the first). 

39. But if she has no rival in beauty, 

For a little heart-distress give not her up. 

. 20, It is possible to cease fixing the heart on one, 

When thou knowest it is possible to do without her. 

The True Lover (of (rod) Turns Hot Back on Account 

of Violence. 

1. A pious one kept vigil from night till morning ; 

In the morning he raised his hands in prayers. 
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2. A voice from heaven fell in the ears of the pious man: 
“ Thou art worthless, go, take thy own way. 

. 8. “ At this door thy prayer is not acceptable, 

“ Go in disgrace or stay here in lamentation.” 

4. The next night (passed) in prayer and devotion — he 

slept not. 

A disciple had knowledge of this state and said : — 

0. “ When thou seeslthe door closed on that side, 
“Waste not endeavours in such vain struggles.” 

C. The ruby coloured tear on his cheeks 

Poured down in regret and he said : — “Oh youth ! 

7. “ Think not that if the friend broke the reins, [strap. 
“ That I would withdraw my hands from his saddle* 

8. “I would have turned away despairingly 

“ Prom this road, had I found another road. 

9. “ When the supplicant is disappointed at-one door, 
“What harm if he turns to another door ? 

10. “ I have heard that my path is not in this street, 

” But I see not the appearance of another path.” 

11. While ‘thus talking and his head on tie ground of 

devotion, • [sound : — 

77hon in the ear of his soul they whispered this 

12. Though he has no merit yet he is accepted, 

“ For save us, he has no other shelier.” 

'A Han’s Admonition to His Son. 

1. Dost thou know what a certain one in Kishaporo* 

said, 

WJieti his son without saying the night prayer, slept? 

2. “ Oh my son 1 expect not that any one, 

“Will attain dignity aitboutau effort.” 

5, The barleycorn, once reaped^- takes not its root again, 
Its existence is profitless, like non-existence. 

4. Look to thine own advantage, aud bewaie of loss. 

For those who are careless of loss are unhappy ones. 

* I^ishdpore^ “ Oac of tbe Chief towns of J^hurdsun.” 
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On Patience Eegarding tlie Tyranny of One from 
Wliom One- Cannot Bear Separation. 

1. A new young bride made a complaint 
To an old man of her unkind husband, 

2. Saying: — “Disapprove so much of this son’s conduct. 
“Por my life passes in bitterness. 

3. “ Those who are my companions in this house, 

“ I see them not like me of distracted mind. • 

4. “ The woman and man are so friendly to each other, 
“Thouwouldst say: — ‘They are like two seeds irr 

one pod.’ 

6. “ During all this time I have not seen my husband, 

“ That he even once smiled in my face.” 

6. The old man of happy augury heard thi^ speech ; 
Knowing in speech was this man of ancient days. 

7. He answered her wisely and pleasantl 5 % 

Saying : “ If he be beautiful, suffer the burden of his 

8. It is a pEy to turn away from one, [violence.” 

When it is not possible to find another like him. 

9. Why be refractory with one, who if opposed to thee, 
klight draw the pen across the letter of thy existence. 

10. Yield slave -like t’o the will of God, 

Por thou mayst not find a Lord like him. 

’ The Slave Who Wept on Leaving His Master- 

1. One day my heart melted for a slave, 

Who was saying as his master was selling him: — 

2. “ Thou wilt get many a slave.better than me, 

“ Por me there may never be a master like thee.” 

Story on Preferring Pain to th e Eemedy in Hopes of 
Visiting Eis Friend- 

1. There was a fairy faced physician in Merv.* 

'Whose stature was as the cypress, in the garden of 
the heart. 


=!'• Kame of a city iu Kliurasaii, 
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2. He had no knowledge of wounded hearts, 

He had no knowledge of his own sick eye. 

S. A sorrowful traveller tells the story, [cian. 

Saying : — “ Sometime I was in love with the physi- 
i, "I desired not my own recovery, 

" Lest that physician should iiot again return to me.” 
*4 There are many powerful in wisdom and of valiant 
hand. 

That have been subdued by the madness of love. 

•fl. When the madness of love rules wisdom's ears, 

Sense is unable to raise its head again. 

On Love’s Overpowering Mastery Over Wisdom. 

1. A certain one strengthened his iron hsts, 

And wished to measure his strength with a lion. 

2. When the lion clasped him with his claws, 

Ho found he had no more strength in his fist. 

5. One said to him : “ Why art thou down like a woman? 
” Strike him with thy fist.” 

4. I heard the helpless ono muttering in an undertone, 
^'It was not> right with such grasp (as mine) to 
■ engage with a lion.” 

*5. When love overcomes the reason of the wise man, 

It is just like the iron grasp and tlje lion, [woman 

6. Thou, in the clutch of the Hon-overcomer, art like a 
Of what use to thoo is the iron grasp ? 

. 7. Discourse not about wisdom when thou art in love, 
For tho ball is the captive of the club-holding hand. 

On the Worth of the Beloved in the Eyes of the 
(Friend) Lover. 

{.The Marriage betiveen two Cousins.) 

1. A marriage took place between two cousins. 

Both sunfaced and of high birth. 
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2. To one (the wife) it had chanced very happily, 

The other suffered hatred and abhorrence. 

3. The one possessed goodness and a fairy-like grace, 
The other turned his face to the face of the wall. 

4. The one used to beautify her person, 

The other implored death from God. > [them, 

5. The old men of tlie village seated the youth before 
Saying : — “ Since thou hast no love for her, pay her 

dower.” [sheep, 

6. He burst into laughter and said : — “"With a hundred 
“ Release from such hounds will be no loss.” 

7. The fairy faced one tore her skin with her nails, 
Sa 3 ’-ing : — “How can I ever be patient as to my 

friend, with this ? 

8. “ If he abandon love, faith, and union, with me ; 

“ What matters it whether he regrets or approves ? 

9. “ Let coine what may as to how existence passes, 

“ Violence may be shown me, I will show kindness. 

10. “Not a hundred sheep, nay, not three hundred 

thousand are necessary 
“ Without seeing the face of my lover.” 

11. What keeps thee occupied with thy friend, 

^ If thou askest truth it is she — thy heart’s ease. 

12. One wuote this to one madly in love, 

“ Dost thou desire Hell or-Heaveh ? ” 

18. He replied ; “ Ask not this matter of me, 

I approve of what He approves for me.” 

Majnun* and the Sincerity of his Love for 
Lailai-t 

1, One said to Majnun ; — “Oh thou of fortunate foot- 
steps, 

“ Wherefore is it thoucomest not again to Hai t? 

* Laila, a beloved of Majnun. 

t Majnun, a man who bad a romantic passion fora very plain 
woman npneclLaila. 

[ Name of the tribe to which Laila belonged. 
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2. Perhaps the agitation for Laila remains not in thy 
. head, [her/' 

Thy thoughts are changed and no desire remains for 
S. "When the helpless one heard tin's he wept bitterly, 
Saying : — Oh Sir ! keep thy hand fiom my skirt. 

4. “ kly heart is itself wounded and afflicted, 

“ Do thou not also sprinkle salt on my wounds. 

5. “ Absence is no ]»roo{ of patience, 

“ Por absence is often enforced.” 

C. The man said : “Oh faithful and foitunatc one, 
“Entrust me with any message thou liast for Laila.” 

7. He said : “ Mention not my name before my friend, 

'* Por it would be pity — my name, where she is.” 

On Sultan Mahmud and hia Sincere Love for Ayaz * . 

1, One tookobjoction to tbeKingofGhizneo(for hislore), 
Saying “ It is wonderful, for Ayaz has no beauty. 

2. " The rose which has neither odour nor bloom, 

" The nigtingale’s love for it would be strange,” 

8. Some one related this remark before Mahmud, 

Who thought much over it and writhed, 

4. He said : — “ My love, Oh Sirf is for his good qualities, 
“ Not for his beauty of form, and stature.” 

5. I have heard that in a narrow defile, a camel 
Fell doun breaking a chest of pearls. 

0. The King shook his sleeve for plunder (i.c. made a 
sign to plunder). 

And then urged bis horse thenco with speed. 

7, The riders went after the pearls and corals ; 

And separated themselves from tho King for plunder, 

8, There remained not out of (he great attendants, 

Any ono behind tho King save Ayaz. {ing friend, 

9, Tho King looked at him saying : — Oh heart-ravish- 
“ What hast thou brought from tho plunder?” he 

said: “Nothing! 


Ayaz, Mabmud Ghizneo’s favourito slave. 
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10. "I sped galloping behind thy hack, 

“ Not quitting service for plunder.” 

11. If thou hast favour in the Court, 

Neglect not the King for robes of honor. 

32. It is contrary to the vray (of God) that saints 

Should ask anything of God but God. [thy frien<?, 

13. If thine eye is fixed (in expectation) of favour from 
Thou art bound up in thine own desires, not tby 

friend’s. 

14. "Whilst thy mouth remains open through covetousness, 
The secret from the Invisible One does not penetrate 

the ear of thy heart. 

15. Bighteousness is a well-ornamented house, 

Desire and lust, the upraised dust. 

IG. Dost thou not see that where dust has arisen. 

The sight cannot see, though the man has sight. 

On the True Foot of Holy Men- 

1. An old man and I by chance from Faryab* 

Arrived at a river in the western land. 

2. I had a dirhaiij , ; they took (it). 

Seated me in the boat, leaving the Darvish. 

3. The boatmen sailed the vessel like smoke, 

For the commander was a godless man. 

4. I wept in sympathy for my companion, 

He laughed out loudly at my weeping and said : 

5. “ Grieve not — thou full of wisdom, for me, 

“ That One, who guides thy boat, brings m,e.” 

6. He spread the prayer carpet on the surface of the 

water, 

Is this a fancy, I thought to myself,— or a dream ? 

7. Through amazement my eyes slept not the whole 

night, 

In the morning the old man looked at me and said: — 


JFarj’ab ji district and town in Turkistan. 
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8. ' “ Oh friciul of Imppy judgment ! (^rt tliou amazed ? 

“ Thee a boat brought, me — God.” [this extent. 

9. AVliy uill not the Euporficial (in devotion) believe to 
That the Ahdals go into vrater and fire. 

10. T]ie child, who has no knowledge of fire, 

Tlio mother lovingly protects (from it). 

1 1. Those then who are plunged in the ecstasy of divine 

love, [of God. 

Know thou, tliat they are protected under theeje 

12. God preserved the friend (Abraham) from the heat 
• of the fire, 

As the Ark of Moses from the whirlpool of the Nile. 
18. ^Yhon the boy is in the hand of a swimmer, 

Though the Euidirales be wide he fears not. 

14, How raayst thou walk on the surface of the sea, 

Like holy men, when on the dr) land thy sLirt is wet 
by pollution. 

On the Transitory Nature of Created Things and the 
.*• Grandeur of God. 

1. The path of wisdom is nothing, but turning and 

twisting, [God. 

In the opinion of holy men tlierc is nothing 6a\e 

2. One may say this to the truth understanding one, 

But the worldly minded object, [they ? 

8. Saying: — “Then the Heavens and earth, wbat are 
“ The son of Adam aud creeping things and beasts 
of prey, what are they ?” 

4. Ob wise man ! Thou askest an approved question, 

I too will answer thee, if it be approved by tbee. 

5, That “ The desert and sea, tho mountain and sky, 

“ The fairy and Adamite — the demon and angel, 

C. “ All whatever they; be — are inferior to Him, 

For through His existence they took the name of 
existence. 
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7. “ The sea before thee is mighty in motion, 

“ The lofty sky is high in the zenith. 

8. “ But how do the worldly minded find the path, 

“ To the country ,where spiritual minded are? 

9. “ Saying : — ‘ Ibit be sun it is uot even an atom, 

“ And if it be seven seasit is not even a drop of water’,” 

10. When the Sultan of glory draws forth His standard, 
The world draws itself into the collar of non-existence, 

A Villager Passing by the Eoyal Troops. 

1. A village chief, with his son, on a road, 

Passed through the midst of a King’s army, [axes, 

2. The son saw heralds and men with swords and battle- 
In satin tunics and golden waist-belts. 

3. Warriors, Archers, Hunters, 

Slaves, bearing ([uivers, and shooting,arrows. 

4. One, his body in a garment of China silk. 

Another, on his head a royal cap. 

5. The son, when he saw all this grandeur and pomp, 
Saw that his father was extremely mean. . 

6. His (the father’s) looks changed, his colour went, 
Out of dread he hid himself in a cavern. [chief, 

7. The son said to him : — After all, thou art a village 
“ In chieftainship thou art superior to the nobles. 

8. “ Why was it that thou didst cut off hope of life, 

“ And trembled like an aspen before the King?” 

9. The chief said : — “ Yes, I am a chief and ruler, 

“ But honor lasts (only) while I am in the village.” 

10. The wise are impressed with the fear for that reason. 
. That they have been to the Court of the King. 

11. Thou, Oh foolish one! art still in the village, 

Kor thou ascribest such dignity to thyself, 

12. Men of eloquence have not uttered a word, 

Whereon Sadi produces not an example. 
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Storj of the Glow-worm. 

1. Thou mayst perhaps have seen in the garden or 

meado-ws, 

How the glow-worm riiines at night like a lamp. 

2. One said to it : " Oh night-illuminating glow-worm ! 
“ Bow is it with thee, that thou comest not out by 

3. Behold the firelike earth born insect; day?” 

The answer it gave from its luminous head; [desert, 

4. Saying: — “ I am nowhere day and night but in the 
“ But in the sight of the sun I am nowhere.” 

Story about a 'Wise Man and Atabak Sad bin Zangi 
(Mdy the. favor of Qod he on Eiml) 

1. One praised Sdd, son of Zaogi, (saying). 

May the mercy of God be on his tomb!” 

2, He (S^d Znngi) bestowed money and a robe of honor, 

and treated him Uudly, 

Giving him dignity according to his merit, 

8. When ho saw, “Allah 0 baa” (God is enough) in 
golden letters on his dross, 

V Ho was distracted and tore his dress off his breast. 

4. Such a fiauie caughthis poul from the perturbation, 
That ho got up and took the road to the wilderness. 

6. One of bis companions of the desert said to him : — 

“ ^’hat happened to thee that thy state is changed ? 

6. “ TIjou didst at first UsB the ground iu three places 

(three times). - [runing away)." 

It was not right of thee to put thy heels on it (by 

7. Ho laughed out ; — “At first from hope and fear, 

“ A trembling willowdiko came over my body. 

8. “But in the end from the majesty of “Allah 0 has,” 
“Neither matter nor person appeared (of any value) 

in mine eyes.” 

12 
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Story of a Grateful Man. 

1. In one of the cities of Sj'i-ia there ■was an uproar, 
That they had siezed an old man of good disposition. 

2. His ■words are still ringing in my ears, 

When they put fetters on his hands and feet. 

3. He said, “ If the King makes no sign, 

“ Who has the po-wer to pillage ?” 

4. It is necessary to consider such an enemy a friend, 
Whom I kno-w my Friend to have set over me. 

5. If thou hast honor and rank or disgrace or hoods, 

I kno'w that they have come from God, and not from 
Amar and Zaid. 

6. Oh -wise man, he not afraid of disease, 

For the physician sends bitter medicine. 

7. Eat -whatever comes from the hand of the friend, 

For the sick one is- not wiser than the physician. 

Story of a Pious Lover- 

1. One’s heart, like mine, 

Was pawned to one who suffered much contempt. 

2. They took him for a learned and wise man, 

But afterwards proclaimed him hy (beat of) drum for 
madness. [the friend, 

3. He used to hear the enemy’s blows for the sake of 
And brought forward his forehead nail-like — [way, 

4. Imagination caused confusion to his head, in such a 
That it made the roof of his’head kick-enduring.- 

5. For the sake of the friend he bore the violence of the 

enemy, 

For (even) poison given by a friend is a great antidote. 

6. He had no knowledge of his friend's -reiuoaches. 

As the drowning one has no knowledge of rain. 

7. He, whose heart's foot has struck against the stone 

(and got shattered), [of the mirror.' 

Has no (longer) fear for the reputation and infamy 


136 

8. One nigbt ibe demon assumed the form of tbefairj- 

faced one, 

And rushed into the arms of that young man. 

9. In the morning ho had not the power of prayer (being 

polluted). 

Of his friends none knew his secret. 

10. He plunged into the water, near the roof, [into ice). 
The cold bad placed a marble door over it (turned it 

11. An advice-giver commenced reproaching him, 

“ Thou wilt kill thyself in this cold water.” 

12. From the upright youth came a cry, 

Saying: — “Beware — as to censure — he silent. 

13. “ This boy enchanted my heart, for some (five) days, 
“ I was in such a state through love of him, I could 

not bo patient. 

14/ “ He inquired not even once with kindness. 

“ Behold how long I endure his burden on my soul. 

15, “As regards Him who made my body out of the dust, 
“And by His power created the pure soul within it, 

16. “ Dost thou wonder that I bear the burden of His 

power, [and grace ?” 

“ When I am perpetually enjoying his beneficence 

On the Ecstacy of Pious People, and its Truth and 
Falsehood. 

1. Lose thyself if thou art a man of love. 

If. n.at. lake to the ^UloI 

2. If out of love, He makes clay of thee — fear not, 

For if he destroys thee, thou still remainestfenjoying 
8. Berries do not vegetate, [life hearafter.) 

Unless earth is first placed about them. 

4. That gives thee friendship with God, 

Which from thyself gives thee deliverance, [seeking, 
6. There is no way to thyself, so long as .thou art self- 
Aiid none but the unselfish one knows this subtlety. 



136 


\ 


6. Not the singer — but (even) the sounds of an animal’s 
Is song (Sama) if thou hast love and distraction, [hoof, 

7. The fly beats notits wings, before the distracted one, 
Without his striking fly-like his hands on hia head. 

8. The distracted one understands neither bass nor treble. 
For (even ) at the voice of the fowl the Fakir weeps. 

9. The singer himself does not become silent, 

But the ears are not open at all times. 

10. When the distracted practise intoxication, [wheels. 
They come into ecstacy even at the sound of water- 

11. Like water-wheels they begin moving round. 

Like water-wheels they pour water over themselves 
(shed tears). 

12. When resigned they carry their head down to the 

collar (in reflection), [the collar. 

When bereft of power (in a state of ecstacy) they rend 

13. Oh brother ! what shall I say as to what “ Samd” is : 
Perhaps I know the hearer who is. 

14. If from the tower of truth his bird flies, 

The angel is not able to journey with it. 

15. If he be a man of sport and play and pleasantry. 

The (desire for) sport becomes stronger in his brain. 

16. How is the sensualist a man of Sama ? [intoxicated. 
The sleeping one rises with pleasant sounds — not the 

17. The flower undulates with the breath of the moving 

breeze, 

Not the fire -wood which only the axe can split. 

18. The world is full of Sama, and intoxication and dis- 

traction, 

But what can the blind man see in the mirror.? 

39. Eeproach not the Darvish, bewildered and intoxicated, 
The drowning one strikes out — with hands and feet. 
20. Seest thou not that the camel stirred by the Arab’s call, ” 
How he commences dancing with excitement ! 

23 . The excitement and delight the camel had in his heart, 
If such the man has not, he is an ass. 
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The Young Man Who Played on a Piute, 

1» A Bugar-lipped young man used to caress (play on) 
the flute, 

In such a "way that hearts burnt reed»like in the Are. 
2. The father repeatedly rebuked him, 

"With severity, and set fire to the flute, 

8. One nighthegaveeartohisson’aplaying, [distracted. 

^ Attending to it (hearing) he became confounded and 
4, The father with the sweat pouring down his face, 

Said : — “The reed baa this time set me on fire.” 

6. Dost thou know the intoxicated distracted ones, 

Why they cast about their hands in dancing ? 

'6. Through grace the door of truth opens in his heart, 
He throws about his. hands (in abandonment of the 

7. DancingielawfuliumemoryoftheFriend, [universe), 
(To him) whose every sleeve is a soul. 

8. I grant that thou art powerful in swimming. 

Bat thou cansi strike the hand and foot, better, naked. 

9. Cast off the tattered'gaiment of renown, reputation 

and hypocrisy, [drowned. 

For helpless becomes the man by bis garment and is 
10, Worldly connection is a veil and is useless. 

When thou shattercst the bonds, thou obtainest union. 

The Moth’s Love for tho Candle, 

1. One said to a moth : — " Oh contemptible one, 

“ Go, seek a friend more suited to thee. . 

2. “ Take that path that leads to the way of hope, 

“( But) thou and the candle’s love from whence to 
whence ? [fire, 

8.‘ “ Thou art not the Salamander, hover not round tho 
“ For manlihess is first needful and then contest. 

4. The blind mole conceals itself from the sun, 

“ Force is folly against the iron grasp. 



138 


5. , “ Him whom thou knowest to he thy enemy, 

“ It is not wisdom to acknowledge as thy friend. , 

6. “ No one tells thee thou dost do good (right), 

^ “ In sacrificing thyself in his affairs. 

' 7. “ The beggar who asked the King for his daughter, 

“ Cherished a vain desire and got cuffed. 

8. “How can she take into account a friend like thee, 

“ When the faces of Mouarchs and. Sultans are turn- 
ed towards her? 

9. “ Think not that'she, in such an assembly, 

“ Will be kind to a pauper like thee. 

10. “ Though she shows kindness to every one else, 

“ Thou art a poor wretch, to thee she shows severity.’* 

11. Behold ! what the plaintive moth said : — 

“ Oh wonderful I If I burn-wbat matter ? 

12. “ Like the Friend (Abraham) the fire is in my hearty 
“ So much that thou mayst think this flame is like 

the rose to me. [stealer (the candle), 

13. “ It is not my heart that seizes the skirt of the heart- 
“ But it is love draws me by the collar of my soul. 

14. “ I myself do not cast myself into the fire (of love), 

“ It is the chain of love that is round my neck. 

15. “ I was still afar off when it burned- me, [in me. 
“ Not this instant only that the fire of love kindled 

16. “ Nor does the beloved do that in her state of love, 

“ That it would be possible to'speak of a monkish life.^ 
Not'^o blames me for attachment to my beloved ? 

18. The world am willing to be slain at the friend’s feet, 
traction, 'hou, why I crave for my own ruin, 

But what can i.ne (the candle) exists and I do not, it is 
39. Keproach not theause it is the approved beloved, [proper. 
The disowning ouia.me of the beloved makes circulation. 

20. Seest thou not that U,hou say to me : — ‘ It is suitable. 
How he commences ’ a sympathetic friend,’ 

21 . The excitement and de^l|r^d‘One is like 

If such the man has no by a scorpion “ Cry not.” 
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52. “ Oh 'wondering one \ speak not the TrOrds of advice 
to one, 

** In whom thou knowest it will mako no impression, 

23. “ A wretch who has lost hie bridle from his hand, 

* “ They say not to him : — * Drive slowly, Oh boy’l” 

24. How pleasant this witticism seemed in (the book of 

Sindbad): — 

** Love is fire ; Ob my son ! advice is wind." 

25. By the wind the strong fire becomes stronger, 

By being beaten the panther becomes fiercer, 

26. "When I saw, thoroughly, thou dost evil, 

That thou placeat my face opposite to onelike thyself 

27. Seek one better than thyself, and look to the oppor- 
For thou losest time with ono like thyself, [tunity, 

28. The solbworshippers go after such as themselves, 
Those intoxicated of the (love of God) go in the dan- 
gerous street. 

29. 'When I first entertained a desire for this work» 

I at once drew away my heart, from desire (of life). 

30. Ono head-sacrificing is true as a lover, [self (only), 
For one bad liver («.«, cowardly) is the lover of him- 

SI. Suddenly, deatbJn ambush, destroys me, [me. 

' It is belter indeed that the beloved one should slay 
83. When death is undoubtedly written on my head, 

^ Happy the death that is by the band of the beloved. 
83, Dost thou notin helplessness one day yield up the soul? 
Then it were best that thou yield it up at the feel of 
the beloved. 

Conversation between the Candle and the Moth. 

1. I remember one night my ©yes slept not, 

I heard that a moth said to a candle : — 

2. I am a lover, if 1 burn, it is proper, 

*' Butwhatis the cause of thy weeping and burning?" 
8. It said ; — " Oh my poor lover ! 
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Honey (wax),- my sweet friend, is gone out of me. 
4.. “ When honey goes away from me, 

“ Like Farhad, fire goes to my head.” '[moment, 

6. It went on saying, while a torrent of sorrow, every 
Kept flowing down its yellow cheek : — 

6. “ Oh claimant ! Love is not thy profession, [still. 
“ For thou hast neither patience nor power to stand 

7. “Oh Imperfect one ! thou dost fly from the presence 

of the flame, 

“ While standing still I am burning entirely away. 

8. “ If the fire of love scorches thy wings. 

“ Behold, how it has consumed me from head to foot.” 

9. A portion of a night had not yet pa'ssed. 

When a fairy-faced one suddenly extinguished it. 

10. Aa-the smoke arose to its head it kept saying 
“ Such, my son ! is the end of love.” 

11. If thou desirest to be tau^t what love is, 

In being slain thou wilt find greater ease from burning. 

12. Weep not over the grave of the one slain by the friend; 
Eather rejoice that he is accepted by Him. [ness, 

18. If thou art a lover wash not thy head from the sick- 
But like Sadi, wash thy hands-from (worldlyVlongings. 

14. The faithful one does not withdraw his hand from 

the object of his desire. 

Though they shower arrows and stones on his head. 

15. I told thee, “ Take care ! go not to the sea, 

“ But if thou wilt go, give up thy body to the storm.” 





CHAPTER IV, 


On Humility— Preliminary Discourse 

1. Til© holy God created thee from dust, 

Hence, Oh slave, be ns humble as dust. 

2. Be not covetous, world-consuming, and refractory, 
He created thee from dust, bo not like fire. 

8. Since the dreadful fire raised its head. 

The dust cast down its body in humility, [humility. 
Since that (fire) exhibited pride and this (dust) 
He made a demon of that>- — and man of this. 

On the Subject of Humility- 

1. A rain drop fell from the clond, [ashamed. 

‘When it saw the greatness of an ooean it became 

2. Saying j— “ 'Where the ocean is ; what am I ? 

If that be, then by God ! I am nothing.” 

8. When it looked upon itself with the eyes of contempt, 
A shell cherished it with tonderness in its bosom. 

4. The Heavens caused it (the drop) to reach the place 
\ Where it became a famous royal pearl. 

5 . As it professed lowliness it obtained loftiness, 

It struck the door of noa-existence, until it becamo 
existent. 

The Contempt with which Men of God Iiook upon 
Themselves 

1. A youth of wise and pure disposition, 

Gaipe forth from tho sea, to the boundaries of Hum. 

2. They saTv him”fuU of excellence, and austerity and 
They placed his property in the mosque, [discernment. 
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3. One daj' the Preacher of the mosque said to him : — 
“ Sweep up the rubbish and dust of the mosque.” 

4. As soon as the traveller heard these words, 

He went out and none eaw him there again. 

5. The brethren and old men of that place thought, 

“ The fakir has no care for service.” 

6. The next day, a servant seized him on the road, 
Saying : — “ Thou hast acted wrongly through de- 
fective judgment. 

7. “ Oh self-opinionated boy, hnowest thou not, 

That it is by service men obtain rank ?” 

8. He commenced weeping withTchenienco and sincerity. 
Saying ”0h soul cherishing and heart-expanding 

9. “ I saw' no dust nor ashes in that house, [friend, 
“ I was the only polluted thing in that pure place., 

10. “For this reason I myself left that place, [rubbish’.” 
“ Saying: — 'The mosque is best purified from dustand 

11. There is no other path for the Darvish, save this one, 
Tliathe regards his own body as the most abject (thing.) 

12. If thou desirest eminence choose humility. 

For to that roof there is no other ladder save that. 

About the Humility of JBayazid Bustami- 

1. I heard that once on the morning of the Id (festival) 
Bayazid walked oiit of the hot hath. 

2. Some one unwittingly cast a tray of ashes, 

From the house-top over his head ; 

3. He said, his turban and hair dishevelled, 

Striking bis face with the hand of thankfulness; — 

4. “ Oh my soul ! I am deserving of hell fire, 

“And do I turn aside my face from a little ashes ?” 

5. Wise men display no regard for themselves, [God. 
The self-opinionated one feels not the visibility of 

6. Greatness is not made up of fame and repute, 

Nor exaltation of pretension and presumption. 
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7 . On the last day then wilt see him in Paradise, 

Who sought reality and abandoned pretension. 

8. Humility exalts the head of loftiness, 

Pride casts thee down to the dust. 

9. The rebellious hot-tempered one falls headlong, 

Is exaltation desired by thee ? seek it not. 

' On Haughtiness and its Ending* 

On Humbleness and its Blessing* 

1. Seek not the path of religion from the arrogant, 

Look not for the Godly in one self-conceited. 

2. Wishest thou for rank 9 (then) look not like the mean 
On others with the glance of contempt. 

S. How can the man of seoso bring himself to beliere 
That there is much worthiness in arrogance? 

4. Seek not for dignity more famous than this, [duct. 
That the people should call thee one of worthy con- 

5. • No ! when one like thysoU shows arrogance to thee, 

Thou lookest not on him with the eye of wisdom as a 
great one, 

G. Thou also — sboaldst thou practise haughtiness, 

Appearest, as those (who arc) arrogant, appear to 

7. If thou art placed in a lofty position, - [thee. 
And art wise, laugh not at the lowly. * 

8. Many a lofty ono has fallen down, 

And the fallen has taken bis place. 

9. Granted that thou thyself art free from faults, 
Boproach not mo (who am') fall of faults. 

10. One has the door ring of Eaba in his hand, 

One has fallen intoxicated in the tavern. 

11. If Ho (God) calls this ono, — who may not permit him? 
IX Ho drives away that one, who may bring him back? 

12. Neither is that one strengthened by his own acts, 

Nor is the door of repentance shut in the face of this 
ono. * 
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About Jesus Christ (on Whom be Peace) and a Sinner- 

1. I heard from the narrators of the traditions, 

That in the time of Jesus (on -vyhom be peace) 

2. One had wasted his life. 

And completed his days in ignorance and error. 

S. Bold — sinful, and hard-hearted, 

Satan himself was ashamed of his impurity. 

4. He had completed his days fruitlessly, [existence. 
Not a single heart had been eased by him during his- 

5. His head was void of sense but full of folly, 

His stomach fattened with unlawful morsels. 

6. His skirt was stained with unrighteousness. 

And his family covered with impurity, 

7. Not like one sight-possessing who walks straight; - 
Nor like the man having ears listening to advice. 

8. People scared of him. as with a bad year, [distance.' 
Pointing at him, together, as at the new moon from a 

9. Lust and concupiscence consumed his harvest (life), 
He had not gathered even a grain worth of reputation. 

10. The vile wretch had committed such excesses, 

That tbei*e was no room left in the book to write down 
(his crimes). 

11. He was sinful, self-willed, and a slave to lust, 
Thoughtlessly drunk and intoxicated night and day, 

12. I beard that Jesus coming from the wilderness, 
Passed by the Sanctum of a devotee. 

18. ' That recluse came down from the balcony, 

And fell at his feet with his head on the ground. 

14. The ill-starred sinner saw from a distance, 

And moth-like was astonished at their refulgence. 

15. Thoughtful with regret, and ashamed 

Like the i30or one, in the presence of the rich one. 

16. Confounded, he secretly but earnestly made excuses; 
For nights turned to days in heedlessness. 
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17. “ Teftra of regret poured down like rain from bis eyes, 

Saying: — '“Alas! thatmylifehas passed awayin care- 

18. “Iharesquanderedthe capita! ofprecionslife,[leBsness! 
“ And secured to my bands nothing of good. 

19. “ Like me another being let there not be, 

“ For wbora death would bo preferable to life. 

20. “ The one, 'who died In childhood, escaped, [shame. 
“For he carried not (to the grave) the aged head of 

21. “ Oh ! Creator of the world I Pardon my sin, 

“For if it accompany me (tothe other world), it will 
be a bad companion." 

22. In this corner the old sinner weeping, 

Saying v— “ Oh helper ! Look to my abject state.” 

23. His head bowed down with shame, 

The tears of remorse running down his cheeks. 

24. On the other side thedevotee, with head full of prido# 
From a distance (looked at) the sinner with contract- 
ed brows, 

25. Baying : — “ 'Wliy is this wretched one behind us ? 

“ The ignorant, ill-fated one, is he of the same kind 
20. “ One fallen headlong into the fire (of hell), [with us? 
“And a life blo\Nn away by the winds of lust. 

27. “ What good has this dobaudehed one dgno, 

“ That ho should associate with theilessiah and me? 

28. “ How well would it bo if he took away troubles from 

before me, 

“ And had followed his own, after his own deeds ! 

29. “His disagreeable countenance always vexes me, 

“ God forbid lest his fire should fall on me. 

80. “ At the resurrection when multitudes assemble, 

“ Raise me not up. Oh God ! with him.” 

81. While thus (discoursing) a revelation from the Host 

Glorious One, 

Came to Jesus — On Him be blessings — ■ 

82. Saying “ Though this one may be learned and tbo 
“ Yet I accept the prayers of both, [other ignorant, 

18 
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38. “ That unfortunate -wretch -who waster] his clays. 

“ Wept bitterly, and with earnestness and heart-burn- 
ing before me. 

84, “ Whoever come8(snpplicatingly)to mein helplessness 
“ I cast him not down from the threshold of mercy, 

85. “ I pardon him his evil deeds, 

I bring him into Paradise by my own mercy. 

36. “ But if devotion-doer feel ashamed, 

" To sit down with him in Paradise, 

87. “ Tell him not to be ashamed of him at the Reeurroc- 
tion, 

“For that one (sinner) they will take to Paradise, 
this (Devotee) to the fire. 

88, “ If the heart of that one turned to blood from grief 

and anguish, 

“And if this one pillowed his hopes on his own devotion, 

39. “ Knew he not that in the Court of the Absolute One, 
“ Humility is better than pride and egotism ? , 

40. “ He whose garment is pure but his hatiiro impure, ' 
“ Needs no key to the door , of Hell. 

41. “ At this Threshold humility and abjcctness, 

“ Are better than thy devotion, and seif-esteem.” 

42. When thou este'emost thyself goodi thou art bad, . 
Egotism has no place before God. 

. 43. If thou art man talk not about manliness, 

It is not every valiant rider that bears oil the ball. 

44. That skill-less one turned out onion-like, all skin, 
Who was imagined to be pistachio-like all kernel. 

45. Such-like devotion comes not of use, ' , 
Go,plead(forgiveness)foi-thyshortcpmingsia devotion^ 

46. The fruit of devotion is not enjoyed by that senseless 
Who, good towards God, is bad towards man. [one . 

47. The remembrance of the wise remains in their speech' 
Of Sddi bear in mind this one word : — 

48. “ The God-fearing sinner ’ 

Is better than the devotiourdisplaying devotee,’* 
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Atout a Wise Darvish and Proud Kazi* 

1. A theologian in tattered garments and of small 
Sat in the hall of Sazi, in the foremost row. [means 

2. The Kazi looked at him sternly, 

, The mace-bearer seized his sleeves (and said) “Gel np. 

5. “ Knowest thou not, the liigfaer place is not for (such 

“ Sit lower, or stan'd, or depart, [as) thee ? 

4. “ Show not thy presumption in the place of the nobles, 
“ Play not the lion since thou hast no claws. 

6. “ Every one is not worthy of the chief seat, 

“ Dignity is by rank and station by worth. 

6. “What need offurthor advice to thee from others? 

“ This shame itself is sufficient torment to thee. 

7. “ He who respectfully placed himself in the lower seat, 
“ Fell not in disgrace from above to the bottom.” 

8. (A sigb) like smoke from fire, came from the Darvish. 
He sat down (on a sent) lower than ho had (taken). 

9. The theologians then opened tho subject of dispute, 
They cried out : — “ AVherofore? ” “I agree not.” 

10. They opened wide the door of argument on each othei’i 
Stretching their necks with “ No I ” “Yes!” 

11. Thou wouldst have said, the bold cocks in fight 
Have fallen entangled beak and claw. 

12. One frantic with rage ns one intoxicated, 

One thumping the ground with both hands, 

13. They got involved in a difficulty, of extreme intricasy, 
■Which they could find no way to solve, 

14. The man in the lowest scat in old garments, 

Entered the contest fiercely liko a roaring lion. 

15. Saying: — “ Proofs strong and real are needed, 

And not (simply) tbo neck stretched in argument 
with swollen veins. 

1C. “ I have also tho bat and tho ball of eloquence,” 

• They said : — " Speak — if thou knowest well.” 

17. "WUh tbo reed of cloquenco, which ho possessed, 
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He impressed on their hearts tlie-impression like that- 
on signet. • ^ [Eeality 

X8. He drew his head from the street of Appearance to 
Drew his pen over the head of their words of preten- 
r sions. , [done ! 

19. Applauding from every side' — they shouted: — “Well 
“ A thousand praises on thy understanding genius 1’’ 

20. He drove the dun steed of speech to such a point, 
That the Kazi was left behind like an ass in the mire. 

21. He unrobed himself of his own dress and turban, 

And sent them with respect and kindness to him. 

22. Saying: — “ Alas ! I knew not thy worth, [thy comingi 
“ I employed not myself in expressing gratitude for 

23. “ It grieves me that with such a stock of -worth (as 

thou possessed), 

“ I should see thee placed in such a position.” [love, 

24. The mace-bearer approached with demonstration of 
To place the Kazi’s turban on his head. [“Hold ! 

25. With hands and tongue he checked him saying : — 
“ Place not the symbols of pride on my head j 

26. “Por tomorrow towards those in old garments, 

“ My head will become heavy (proud) on account of 
my fifty yards turban. 

27. “When they call me lord and chief Kazi, - 
i “ Men will appear despicable in my sight. 

28. “ Does the pure water ever make any difference, 
“Whether its vessel be golden or earthenware ? 

29. “ Sense and brains are necessary in ji man’s head. 

“ A beautiful turban like thine is not necessary for 

30. “ By bigness of head one does not become great, [me» 
“ The pumj)kin is big headed, but without kernel. 

31. “ Hold up not your head on account of turban and 

beard, 

“ Por the turban is of cotton and the beard dry grass. 

32. “ Por those, in picture resemblance only manlike, 

“ It is best picture-like to be silent. . 
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83. “ It is proper to seek dignity according to 'wottli. 
“Not like Saturn exalted and unfortunate.' 

34. “ The exaltation of the mat reed is good, 

“ For it lias the special property of the sugar reed. 

85. “"With such a mind and spirit I deem thee nothing, 
“ Even though a hundred slaves walk behind thee. 

86 . “ 13ow aptly spoke the shell in the clay, 

“ When the covetous fool held it np ; 

87. “ ‘ None will purchase me for the smallest trifle, 

“ ‘ Wrap me not up in silk foolishly.’ 

S 8 . “ Therichman is notbetterthananothcrbyhiswealth; 

“ The ass, in satin housings, is still an ass.” 

89. In this manner the eloquent one in a spritely way, 
Washed off with tho water of eloquence malice from 

40. The speech of onehoart-afilicted is severe; [tho heart. 

Be not slow when tby foe is prostrate. [do so, 

41. Pluck out the brains of tho enemy when thou canst 
For tho opportunity of exacting levcngo washes tho 

dust of grief from the mind. ^ [his speech, 

42. Tho Kazi was so overcome with the vehemenco of 
That he said “ This in truth is a disastrous day,” 

48. Ho bit his hands with his tooth from, aatoniahmont, 
His eyes like tho Furkudayu* stars were fixed on him. 

44. The young man then turned his resolute face thence. 
And went out and no one found the clue to him again. 

45. An uproar arose among the nobles of the assembly. 
Saying : — *' Tell us whence cometh this impudent 

, follow.” 

40. A retainer went after him and ran in every direction. 
Asking ; — ” V{ho has seen a man of such and such 
a description 

47. One said : — ‘‘ of sweet speech such as this, 

In tho city wo know Sadi, none else. [spoke so. 

48. “A hundred thousand blessings on him that he 
“ Beh old thebitter truth. 5 et how sweetly he spoke it.” 

•Tlitf FarkatUjo are two stars near the flaw ol Leaser Bear, 
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About the Repentance of the Prince of Ganja- 

1. There was a prince in the town of Ganja, ^ 

Who was worthless, licentious and tyranmca . 

2. He entered a mosque singing and intoxicated, 

A gobblet in his hand and wine in his head. 

3. A devotee dwelt in one of the cells, 

Of heart-enchanting tongue and purity of mind. 
Some persons assembled'at his discourse ; [hearer. 
W^hen not learned (yourself) be not less than the 

5. When the> refractory one committed an impropriety, 

The hearts of the dear ones (of the assembly) became 
dejected. 

6. When the foot of the King is turned to the unlawful, 
WTio is able to breathe a word against the regal 

order ? [garlic ; 

7. The perfume of the rose' is overpowered by the smell of 
The sound of the harp is drowned by the drum. 

8. If prohibiting of the unlawful be in thy hand’s power. 
It is not proper to sit like one handless and footless- 

9. But if thou hast not the hand of power, speak, 
Because the mind- becomes pure by counsel. 

. 10. But when hands and tongue are both powerless. 

The brave show their manliness by supplication. 

11. One of the men near the recluse sage, 

Placed his head on the earth, weeping aod lamenting, 

12. Saying : — “ Once on this dissolute drunkard, 

“ Pray, for "we are tongueless and handiess. 

13. “ For one ardent breathing of the pious heart, 

‘‘ Has more potency than seventy swords and axes. 

14. The w'orld-seen one stretched forth his hand. 

What spoke he ? “ Oh Lord of earth and heaven, 

15. “ Happy is the time of this youth (through fortune) 
“ Keep oh God, all his time happy.” 

16. One said to him : — “ Oh model of rectitude, 

“ Why prayest thou for the good of this evil one ? 
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17. “ Whon thou deeirest good for the evil one, 

It is like desiring ill for the people of the city.” 

18. The sharp-witted intelligent one replied : — 

Since thou knoweet not the secret of my speech, 
agitate not. 

19. '* "We embellished not the assembly with vain talk. 

We implored for his repentance from the Justice 
of the Creator. 

20. “ For whosoever returns from his bad habits, 

“ Obtains eternal blissin Paradise. 

21. These pleasures of wine are indeed transitory, 

“ In abandoningthem.thereiseternityof pleasures.” 

22. These words which the man of eloquence spoke, 
Were reported to the king by one of the assembly. 

23. In a transport of grief his eyes shed tears cloud-like, 
And down his face rained a torrent of sorrow. 

24. The Hres of desire consumed his heart, 

Shame sewed his eyes to the back of his feet. 

25. He sent one to one of good disposition (the recluse), 
Knocking at the door of repentance saying: — “Oh 

redressor of wrongs. 

26. “ Please take the trouble to come, that I may lay 

down my head, 

“ And put aside ignorance and error.” 

27. A double row of attendants stood at the King’s door, 
(Aa' the'man of eloquence entered the palace. 

28. He sweets and fruits, lamps and ^iiio, 
Thfja''SGmb]y, abounding in uealth but the men 

aud. 

29. This ouo senseless, that one half intoxicated j 
One singing with a flagon in lus hand ; 

80. On one side the singing of the minstrels, 

On the other side, “ Drink” — “ Drink” shouted the 
cup-bearer. 

SI. The companions drunken with ruby wine, 

Tlirough drowsiness, harp-like, the head of the 
harper on his bosom. 
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32. (I’D that assembly) of all tbe great boon companions, 
Save (the eyes' of) the Narcissus not an eye 'was open. 

38. The drum and harp in consort with each other, 

Sent forth a mournful lament. ‘ - 

34i. He (the recluse) ordered them to be broken to pieces, 
That pleasure changed into dregs. 

35. They split the harp and broke the lute, • • 

The melodj'’ went out of the singer’s head. 

36. They destroyed with stones the wine vessels in the 

wine house, 

They placed the flagon in front and struck off its neck.' 
87. The' wine flowed and the harj^ lay-uj^side dov/n, 

Thou wouldst say, (it was) blood ran from the 
slaughtered duck. 

38. The jar was for nine months pregnant with wing, 

In that tumult it quickly brought forth the daughter 
(of Grapes). 

39. They rent the belly of the mushk to its naval, 

The cup with blood shot eyes full of tears (looked) 
over it. " ' [order, 

40. The stones of the courtyard of the building, by his 
They dug out and replaced them with new ones. 

41. Because the rosy stains of, the ruby wine, 

W ere not ruined by washing from the marble surface. 

42. It is not to be wondered that the sink became drunk, 
When it sucked in so much wine on that day; 

43. Thereafter whoever again took the lute in his hand, 
Drum-like suffered blows, at men’s hands. 

44. And if a scamp took a harp on his neck, ' 

He had his ears rubbed like a'' guitar. 

45. Tbe young man (the prince) intoxicated with pride 

and conceit, 

Seated old-man-like in the corner of devotibn. 

46. Often had the father spoken to him menacingly, 
Saying : — " Be worthy in conduct and observe purity 

in speech.” 


N 
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47. He endured bis father’s threats, restraints and im- 

prisonmonts, 

But it profitted him not so much as (good) council, 

48. Had the mild orator (the recluse) spoken to him 

with severity, 

Saying! — “ Cast out the folly of yonthfulness and 
ignorance from thy head/’ [a pitch, 

49. Arrogance and prido would have carried him to such 
That ho would not have 'allowed the Darvish alive. 

50. The roaring lion throws not down the shield in battle 

(j’ields not,) 

The panther fears not tho cutting sword. 

51. By gentlencBB one can make an' enemy his friend, 
But a friend turns an enemy when you show him 

52. Ko one made a hard face, anvil like, [severity, 
But sufTored tho chastising hammer on his bead. 

58. Use no harshness in speaking to an Amir, 

But show mildness when thou scosthe uso^s severity 
54. Manifest courtesy to every one you see, 

Bo what ho may, inferior or superior, 

50. For this one may withdraw his neck from pride, 

And that one may submit himself by pleasant speech. 
50. One can bear off tho ball, by sweet speeches, 

■Whilothobad tempered perpetually ondures'bitterncss. 
57. Do thou accept sweet speeches from Sadi, 

To tho sour-faced one say : — ** Dio of bitterness,” 

Story of a Honey Seller. 

1, One of sweet smiles used to sell honey, 

Consuming hearts by the sweetness of her smiles. 

2. A sweet one, waist-bound, sugarcane-like ; 

Buyers flocked round her, like flies, in number. 

8. For instatice, had she offered poison, 

People would have swallowed it like honey from her 
4. An envious man looked at her traficking, [hands* 
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And became envious of- her flourishing marheS. 

5 . The next day he went running about. 

Honey on his head and vinegar on his brows. 

G. "With -much outcry he ran about up and down, 

But not a fly settled on his honey. - 

7. At night when no money came to his hand, 

Heart grieving, face turned to the corner, he sat down. 

8. Sumer-like with sour looks of fright, 

Like the gloomy looks of a prisoner on a festal day. 

9. His wife playfully said to her husband : — 

“ That the honey of a sour-faced'one is bitter.” 

10. It is unlawful for thee to taste the bread of the man, 
Who Supra-like contracted his brows. 

XI. Oh Sir! burthen not thyself with hard tasks, 

For the man of bad temper is unlucky. 

12. Allowing that thou hast neither silver nor gold, 

Hast thou not, at least, like Sadi a sweet tonghe ? 

Story on the Humility of Good Men. 

1. I heard of a G-od-worshipping wise man, 

That a drunken vagabond seized him by the collar. 

2. The pure hearted man — from that black hearted 
Endured many cuffs with calm forbearance, [wretch, 

3. One remarked to him : — “ Thou art at least a man, 

” Forbearance is a pity towards ' this man of indis- 

4. The man of purity heard this and said: [cretion.” 

“ Speak not in this manner again to me. 

5. “ The drunken sot tears a man’s collar, 

, Who thinks of contending with the lion’s claws ? 

6. ‘‘ It behoves hot the sensible wise one that his hand, 
“ Should seize the collar of the drunken sot. 

7. “ This is the life the virtuous man leads, 

“ He endures oppression and returns kindness.” 
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Story of the Man Bitten hy a Bog- 
gle moment at night, / 

I. A flog bit the foot of a dwelJeQV' ‘ . - ' 

IVilh ouch ferocity that Sfarf6- in the desert, 

2 The unhappy man pM^/ifeon dropped from its teeth.. 
In hia family thmats-ssed a sleepless night through 

8. IVho said to h ,-ro was a little daughter, . [paid, 

Saying f“*her reprovingly and angrily, 

^ mi-j inr=-’‘ "Wlial ; liaOst thou not teeth also ? ” 

^ unhappy man "wept and then 

" Laughed Baying ; — “Oh little one, illuminator of my 

6, “ Though I have power and greater strength, [heart, 
“ Yot 1 felt a pity to use my jaws and teeth. 

C. Even if I am struck a sword-blow on my head, 

** It is impossible for me tousemy teeth on the leg of 

7. ** One can revenge himseU.on the worthless, [a dog, 
“But a mao cannot enact a dog.” 

Story of a Good-natured Master and a Disobedient 
Slave. 

1. There was a saint, world-renowned for virtue, 

His slave possessed abominable qualities. 

2. A dirty wretch with over-grown hair, 

(So ugly) as if vinegar was rubbed over hia face, 

S. His teeth dragon-Iiko stained with poison, 

Hosarpassed thougly onosoftbo city in hideousness. 

4. The water of a diseased eye continually ran under 
And* a st'ened irom Mb armpiV iVi^e an onion, fdis ihce, 

5. At coo^ug time a scowl on his brow, 

After cooking knocking knees with his master, 

G. Always lus companion at meal time, • 

Were ho dead — he would not pour water on his hand. 

7. Neither words nor blows had any effect on him, 

Night and <day the lidaso turned topsy turvy od 

account of him. [road, 

8, At'times ho used to throw thorns and chips on the 
And Bometimes ho Hung fowls into the well. 
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„„„e raised horror, 

His ap.peora '““''^’i^ivnosed slave, 

^--"Wiiat dosttlioS -■ ■ptom tbis evil ^eaut^ ? 

“ From one so disag..^^ ^ planners, ca ex 
“ That thou shouldst isnuv/ort y> 

bear his load. ^ve of his tyxaii 


12. “ I for thee a slave good and -well-v. 

“ Will bring, send this one to the slave^-^9-® 

13. “ And refuse not (the price) even if he fetch a copper 

coin, [at any price.” 

“ For if thou desirest (to know) the truth, he is dear 

14. The good-natured man hearing this speech. 

Laughed, saying : — “Oh friend of fortunate birth 

15. “ The temper and habits of this lad are bad, 

“ But my nature is improved by his nature. 

16. “ When from him I shall have borne so much, 

“ I shall be able to bear injustice from every one. " 

17. “I consider not manliness to sell him, 

“ And disclose his faults to another. 


18. “ Since I can bear with his evils, . [to another.” 
“ It is best that I should do so than turn -him over 


19. What thou approves! for thyself approve of for others, 
When thou art in affliction, involve not others in it. 

20. Patience appears to thee like poison at first, [sition. 
But it becomes honey when it is rooted in the dispo- 


Story of Shaik Maruf Karkhi and the Sick Traveller* 

1. No one sought the road to Maruf Karkhi, 

Who did not first lay aside his own celebrity, 

2. I heard that one came to him as his guest, 

Who was very near to death from (mortal) sickness. 

3. His head had lost its hair — his face its clearness, 
And life clung to his body by a single hair. 

4 . He alighted there at night and laid down his pilllow, 

And raised up his hand with cries and lamentation. 
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10 . 


11 . 


12 


18 . 


14 


15 


IG 


Ho noither slept himself a single moment at night, 

Nor could others sleep on account of his outcries, 
fit a troubled mind and harsh disposition, 

He would not die but knied people by his altmcations. 
From his complaints and clamour and incessant 

restlessness, . 

People took the rofid of flight from him. 

Of the inmates of the house not any one, ^ 

Except tho sick man and Marut remained, [night, 

I heard that in attending he slept not for many a 
Ho girt his loins like a man and did whatever he was 
I'lne night sleep brought an army to his head, [bid. 
For how long can a sleepless man endure ? 

The moment his eyes began to close. 

The distracted sick man commenced speaking;— 

'■ A curse on this race of impure ones, _ 

“ They are all name and fame, hypocrisy and wind; 

“ Loud in expressing belief and showjng off purity, 

“ They aro hut in fact imposleis, sellers of piety. 

“ ^\Tlat knows tho glutton, drunk with sleep, 

“ That tho eyes of the wretched onehns never closed?” 
Hsing improper expressions to Marnf, 

Asked, why neglecting him ho slept a moment ? 

Tho holy man generously listened to this admonition, 
Which was (also) heard by tho inmates of tho “haram." 
17. One of them whispered to Maruf 

Didst thou hear what was said by tho weeping 
davYish 7 ■ W. 

' Go thou after this, say to the sick man ‘ T.ako 
‘ ‘And tliy curses only with thee, and die elsewhere.’ 
' Kindness and compassion aro suitahlo in their 
“ But kindness to the bad is bad. [own place, 

” Fortbo bead of Ibo mean, pl.aco not a round pillow, 
The bead of a tyrant is better against a stone. 

“ Oh iortuiiato ono, do not do good to tlie had, 

“ For in brackish soil oniy a fool plants a tree. 

14 


18 . 

19 . 

20 . 

21 . 
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22. “ If thou desirest of justice, the grateful dog, 

“ Is in disposition, better than the unthankful ma n 

23. “ ShoT? not kindness with ice-water to the mean, 

“ If thou dost, write the recompense for it on ice. 

24. “ I never saw so treacherous a man, 

** Shownopity for thisinsignificant one.” 

26, (Maruf) laughed and said : — “ Oh heart-solacing wife, 
“ Be not distressed at what the afflicted one said. 

26. “ If he raised a cry against me in displeasure, 

“ Yet hisunpleasant (words) were to my ears pleasant. 

27. “ It is right to listen to the harsh words of such' a man , 
“ "Who cannot sleep from restlessness. 

28. “ When thou art thyself strong and happy. 

Gratefully bear the burden of the weak. 

29. But if thou thyself be in form, a mere semblance, 

“ Thou wilt die and thy name willperish like thy body. 

80. “ And if thou cherishest the tree of liberality, [name.” 
“ Thou wilt undoubtedly enjoy the fruit of a good 

81. Seest thou not that there are many tombs in Karkh ? 
But except the tomb of Maruf none other is .known. 

S2. Those alone have raised their- head to felicity. 

Who have cast aside the crown of arrogance. 

88. The grandeur-loving one exhibits pride, [ness. 

Not knowing that (true) grandeur consists in gentle- 

Story on the Insolence of the Low and Patience of the 

Good, 

1. An impudent one expressed his want's to a pious one, 
Who had not at that time anj’"' money about him. 

2. His girdles and hands were quite empty and clean, 
Or he would have thrown gold on his face like dust. 

3. The malignant faced beggar rushed out, 

And began to abuse him in the street, 

4. Saying : — “ Beware of these silent scorpions, 

“ Who are like tearing tigers clad in wool. 
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“ For they crouch like cats, placing their knees 
against their breast, 

“ But spring up like dogs if a prey falls in their -way. 
“ To tho mosqijo they bring the shop of hypocrisy, 

“ For in the house they are less likely to find a prey. 
“ Valiant men plunder caravans, 

“ But these pretenders strip men of the garment. 

“ White and black pieces patched together (of their 
religious habits,) [wealth. 

“ By means of hyprocrisy they secretly heap up 
“ Bravo, ye barley-sellers, pretending it to be wheat, 
“ World-rovers — night-faeggars— harvest-beggars 1 
** Think not regarding their devotion, that they are 
old slack, [dancing. 

“ For they aro young and expert in eestacy and 
** They aro voracions like the staff of Moses, 

“ Though pale and weak in outward looks. 

“ They are neither abstemious nor wise, 

“ This alone their occupation— to gain the world 
under the cloak of the religion. 

“ Thoy wear a BHcel like (coarse) cloak themselves, 
But make tho dress of thoir women, with the reve- 
nues of Abyssinia. 

Thou vriltsce in (hem no sign of the “ Sunnat,'‘ i,e, 
order of Alohommed, 

“ Only tho morning bread and the afternoon sleep. 

“ Their bellies struCfcd tight to the utmost with food, 
“ LU»o the beggar’s basket of seventy hues. 

“ I wish not to say any more on this subject, [life." 

For it is turpitude to speak of one’s own mode of 
The inexperienced speaker spoke of this habit, * 

For the fault-finder’s eye secs not virtue. 

One who has often disgraced himselH 

What does ho care about tho honor of anybody ? 

A dieciplc reapeated these words fo the holy man, 
But if thou askest tho truth, his doing so was not wise. 
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20. A bad one spoke of my faults behind me and slept, 
Worse than he, — is the kinsman who repeated the 

speech to me, 

21. One shot an arrow which fell on the road, 

It hurt not my body and gave no wound to me. 

22. Thou didst pick it up and come to me. 

And thrust it violently into my side. 

28. The gentle and generous man laughed and said: — 

“ This is easy. Say what is harder than this to say. 

24. “ As yet all the evil he has spoken of me is little, - 

Compared with I know (of myself) it is one in a 
hundred. [suspicion, 

25, “ These faults which he has imputed to me out of 

I myself know for certain that they exist. 

26. He associated himself with me this year, 

“ How can he know my faults of seventy years ? 

27. My fault no one in the world better than myself, 
Knows, except the Knower of secret (God), 

28, ** I saw none who has better opinion of me, 

Than he who thinks, I have only these faults and 
no more. [to my sins, 

29, If at the Resurrection he were to bear testimony 
“ I fear not Hell, for my state is good. 

SO. ** If my enemy speak ill of me, [from before me’.” 

“ Bid him ‘ Gome, take away the draft (of my faults) 
81. Those have been the men walking in the way of God, 
Who have been the butt for the arrow of calamity. 
32. Be patient while they strip off thy skin, 

For generous men bear the burden of the wicked. 
88.. If they make a ewer of man’s dust after his death, 
Calumniators break it with a stone. 

Story about the Presumption of a Darvish and the 
Clemency of Kings. 

1, Onq of the Kings of Syria named Saleh, 

Used to come out with his slave in the morrdng, ' 
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2. Ho nscd to wander all ronnd the hazars and street, 
His face half covered, after the custom of the Arabs. 
C. 1*01 he was a naan of penetration and friend of the 
poor, [King (Saleh). 

'Whosoever possesses these two qualities is a good 
He found two darvishea sleeping in a mosque, 
Theirhcarts were nfBictcdandtheir minds oppressed. 
Through the cold of the night their eyes slept not, 
Chamelion like looking out for the sun. 

One of those two discoursing with the other, said i— 

• “ At the Ttesurrection there will also be justice. 

** If these arrogant kings, (pleasure, 

“ Who with desire and pride exist in pastime and 
Should come into Paradise with the wretched, 

“ I will not lift my head from under the bricks of 
ibe tomb. 

“ The Paradise above is our country and abode, 

For tUo fetter of grief is on our feet to*day. 

** What enjoyment have you experienced from them . 
all through this life, 

*' That you should suffer the pain (of their presence) 
also through all eternity, 

‘*If Saleh should come there, through the garden door, 
*'1 will knock out his brain with my shoe." 

When the man said these words and Saleh heard him. 
He did cot think it advisable to remain there longer. 

A moment elapsed when the fountain of the snn. 
Washed down sleep from the eyes of creation. 

Quickly he sent to the men and called them. 

Ho sal dignified himself, and seated them with 
reverence. 

Ho showered on them the rain of liberality, [bodies. 
And washed down tho dust of disgroco from their 
AUcr(endaring)the distress of cold and rain torrent, 
They sat down with tho illustrious of the tribe. 
Beggars who had lived from night to day garmentless/ 
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Now^ perfuming 'tliei? garments over an incenfio 

censer. 

18. One of them, sweetly addressed the Xing : — 

Oh thou to whose order the world is a slave, 

19. “ Those who are ai)j)roved of, arrive at greatness, 

“ What, in us slaves, didst thou approve of ? ” 

20. The king through joy hurst into bloom like the rose. 
And said laughingly in the face of the darvish : — 

21. “ I am not he who, from pride of attendants, 

“ Looks on distressed ones with frowning brows, [me, 

22. “ Do thou also put out of thy head ill feeling against 
“ Lest thou shouldst show enmity to me in Paradise. 

28. “ I opened the door of reconciliation to-day, 

^ “ Shut not the door in my face tomorrow, [like this, 

24. “ If thou art an accepter of the true path choose one 
“ If greatness is necessary take the hands of the 

dafvisheS. [t];ee, 

25. “ No one bore off the fruit from the branch of Tiilia 
“ Who sowed not to-day the seed of good intentions. 

26. “ If thou hast not desire, seek not for good furtune, 
“ With the Chowgan. of service one can bear away 

the good (ball).” 

27. How canst thou expect flaming lamp-like. 

When thou art full thyself (with vanity) as a lamp 
with, water ? 

2*8. That existence alone illuminates an assembly, 

Which lamp-like keeps consuming in the breast. 

Story on 15X0 Disappointment of the Self-conceited One. 

1. A certain one had a little ktlowledge of astronomy, 
But his head was intoxicated with pride. 

2. He came from a long distance to Xashgar, [pride. 

, "With inflated ideas in his mind and head filled with 

3. The wise man sealed up his eyes on him, [letter, 
i And would not instruct him (to the extent of even) a 
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4. .'Not Buccceding be resolved to return, 

When the wise exalted one said to him 
■ 5 . “ You thought yourself full of wisdom, 

How can a vessel already full bear more ? 

C. “ Come empty of assumption that you may bo filled. 

*' Being full of yourself (therefore) you go back empty.’* 
7. In this world SddMike of self-conceit be void, 

And return filled with Divine knowledge. 

• On Eesignation and Gratitude* 

1, A slave turned away bis bead in anger from a king 

(fled), 

He ordered a search but no one could find him. 

2, When ho returned the Ung in rage and anger, 
Ordered the executioner to spill bis blood. 

3, The merciless executioner, thirsty for blood, 

• Unsheathed the sword like a thirsty tongue. 

' .4, I heard him say with sorrowing heart : — 

“ Oh God, I forgive him my blood, 

5. “ Bccanso over in love and tondornoss and honor, 

, “ I have had a friendly share in his good fortune, 

6. ** God forbid I lest tomorrow on account of my blood, 
“ They seize him to the delight of his enemy.” 

7 . "NYhon tho slave’s words reached the king’s ears, 

Tl^e vessel of wrath no longer boiled over. 

8. The king gave many kisses on his head and eyes. 

And he became the lord of the flag and the drum. 

9. By gentleness, from such dreadful position, 

Fortune caused him to arrive at such dignity. 

10. The object of this discourse is, that soft words, 

Arc hlvO water on the fire of an angry man, 

11. Dost thou not see that in the 'field of meeting of 

sword and arrow, ‘ 

They put on a silk vest of a hundred folds ? 

12. Oh friend, shew humility to a fierce foe, 

For gentleness blunts the cutting s-nord. 
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On the Humility and Supplication of Wise Men. 

1. From the mined dwelling of a devotee clad in patched 

garments, 

, The barking of a dog reached the ears of a certain one. 

2. He thought within himself, how came the voice 

of a dog here, 

He entered to see where the pious Darvish was. 

8. He saw not the sign of a dog before or behind, 

And save the devotee saw none other there. 

4. Disconcerted he began turning back, 

For he was ashamed to argue about the mystery. ' 

5. The devotee from within heard the sound of his, 

footsteps, 

And said: — “Hollo! what footsteps at the door ? Enter. 

6. “ Didst thou not think, oh light of my eyes ! [barked), 
“ That a dog within this harked — here I am (he who 

7. “ When I saw that humility is accepted by God, 

>“ Pride, self opinion, andwisdom I put out ofmyhead. 

8. “ I howled much dog-like at His door, 

“ For I saw none meaner than the dog.” 

9. When thou wishest to arrive at the height of dignity. 
From the depth of humility thou wilt rise to greatness. 

10. In this assembly those took the chief seat. 

Who least estimated their own value. 

11. When the torrent came with terror and dread, 

It came headlong down from its height. 

12. The dew that falls humble and small. 

Behold the sun carries it up to Ayuk. * 

Of Hatim the Deaf and his Good Gualities- 

1, A number of eloquent men are on that, (opinion) 

That Hatim was deaf, believe it not. 

2. In the morning there came buzzing of a fly. 

Which fell into a spider’s web. 


* A bright red star which follows the Pleiades. 
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8. All the spider’s weakness and silence, was deceit, 
The fiy thought it sugar, it was imprisonment . (fly, 
4. From the desire of counsel the shaikh looked at the 
Saying : — “ Oh fool hound in avarice ; be still. 

6. “ Sugar and honey and candy are not everywhere, 
“ But nets and fetters are open in the corners.” 

6. • One of that assembly of men of wisdom said : — 

” I wonder, oh man of the way of God, 

7. How didst thou apprehend the fly’s buzzing, 

“ "When it reached our ears with difficulty ? 

8. Since thou art able to hear the fly’s buzzing, 

It is not proper to call thee deaf hereafter.” 

9. The Shaikh smilingly said : — ** Oh one of quick 

understanding, [ish talk. 

It Is better to be deaf than to be listening to fool- 

10. ** Those who are with mo in retirement, 

*' Conceal my faults and exhibit my excellence, 

11. " When I possess concealed mean qualities, ^ 

Snch ostentation makes me weak, and (snch) 
conceit — vile. 

12. “ I make it appear, as though I hear not, 

In order that I may be free from vexatious qualities, 

13. “ When people take me to bo deaf, [they are. 

They say all that is bad and good in me — such as 

14. If to hear of the bad (in me) is disagreeble to me, 

“ I withdraw my skirt from bad actions.” 

'15. Go not to the w’oll — with the rope of (self) praise, 

Be deaf Hatim-Iike and listen to thy own defects. 

IG. He looked not prosperity, and found not safety, 

Who turned his head away from Sadi’s saying. 

17, If thou necdst a better adviser than he, 

‘ I know not what after him may happen to thee. 

About a Pious Man and a Thief* 

1, In the land of Tabriz there was one dear to God, 
Who was ever wakeful and vigilant (in his prayers) 
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2. He saw one niglit the spot, where a thief, 

Twisted and east a noose upon the side of the roof. 

8. He raised a cry and called out to the people, 

On every side men got up with sticks. 

4. When the unmanly heard men’s voices, 

In the midst of danger found not a spot of safety. 

5. Frigbt overwhelmed him in their noise and confusion. 

Timely flight was his only choice. [pity/ 

6. The heart of the pious one softened like wax with 
For the wretched night-thief was disappointed.’ 

7. He came forw^ard from the back in the darkness, , , 
And by anotber road he went in front ofhim(the thief), 

8. Saying : — “ Oh friend, go not, I am thy comrade,’ 

“ 0 swear by) manliness that I am the dust of thy 

9. “ I have seen no one,' like thee in prowess, [feet, 
“ For there are only two modes of action in .battle. 

10. " One w'ay is to come bravely before the enemy, 

’ “ The other is to save one’s life out of the fight. 

11. “ I am thy slave in regard to these two modes, 

“ What is thy name ? for I am thy name’s slave. . • 

12. “ If it is tby wish, by way of liberality, 

“ To a place, which J know' of, I would guide thee, 

13. “ It is a narrow abode with fastened door, 

“ And tlie master of the goods is not there I think. 

14. “ We may j)ut two clods one on the otber.- 

“ We may place one foot on the shoulder of the other. 

15. “ Be content with as much as falls to thy hand, 
“Itisbetter than thou shouldst return empty of hand,” 

16. With demonstrations of love and flattery, and sedulity. 
He drew him towards his own house. 

17. The young night-stroller lowered his shoulder, 

The man of sense etitered (the bouse) by his shoulder 

18. Horse-accoutrements, turban and the things he pos- 
He threw dowm from above into his skirt. [sessed, 

19. Then from that place he raised a cry saying : — “ Thief, 
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Oil young men, recompense and payment for (your) 
!0. The deceitful thief escaped out of tumult, [aid.” 
Kunningwith the devotee's garment under his arm. 

11. The heart of the righteous man was comfoited, 

For the desire of the bewildered one was accomplished. 

12. The mean one who pitied no one, 

The good-hearted man commiserated. [wise one, 
18. It is not to he wondered at that the kindly disposed 
Should out of magnanimity, do good to the bad. 

14. The bad live in the prosperity of the good, [goodness. 
Notwithstanding that the bad are not people of 

In Enduring Oppression from an Enemy for the Sake 
of a Friend, 

1. A certain one simple-hearted like Sddi, 

Had fallen in love with a beautiful one. [enemy, 

2. He used to bear violence from the harsh-speaking 
And to leap, like tho ball from violence of the bat.'" 

8. He never used to frown atany one from his eyebrows, 
Nor did he give up gentleness from harshness. 

4 One said to him : — “ And hast thou after all no shame 9 
“ No knowledge of this slapping and stone flinging ? 
C. “ The mean fatten their own body, 

* '* Bear up patiently with Ibo onemy. 

G. “ It is improper to overlook the fault of the ignorant, 

I “ Lest they say; — *He possessed neither power nor 
t manliness’,” 

' 7 * How well said tho distraught one of distraefedhead ? 

An answer worthy of being written in gold. 

8. ” My heart is, simply the abode of my friend’s love, 

I “ ^Yhe^efo^ no malice is in it ngaist any one.” 

i Story of the Saint Bahlol- 

1. How well spoke Bahlol, of happy disposition, 

■\Vhcn ho passed by a strife seeking holy man. 
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2. Had IMS adversary been acquainted with the Friend, 
He would not have entered into fight with the enemy. 

3. Had he been aware of the existence of God, 

The world to his thought would be as nothing. 

Story of the Sage Lukman and a Bagdad Man- 

1. I have heard that Lukman was of block complexion. 
He was not luxurious nor delicate of body. 

2. A person thought him his own slave, 

And employed him in working clay at Bagdad. 

3. In a year, he built a house for him, [Lukmanf 
None knew him for anything but the merchant’s slave 

4. When his runaway slave returned (for whom he had 

been mistaken), 

He was in great dread of Lukman. 

5. He fell at his feet and made excuses. [logise t 

Lukman laughed saying: — “What profits it to apo- 

,6. “ For a whole year, my liver turned to blood from 
thy tyranny, 

“ How in a moment can I remove it from my mind? 

7. “ However I will forgive thee, oh good man ! 

“ For thy profit has not been my loss, 

8. ‘ ‘Thouhast prepared a delightfully built sleeping close. i 
“ While my wisdom and knowledge have increased.! 

9. “ There is a' slave among my followers, Oh fortunaf. 
“ On whom I frequently imposed hard tasks. [on! 

10. “ I will.not again afflict his distressed heart, V 
“ When the hardships of the clay work comes to m 

remembrance.” r' 

11. Whoever has not endured the tyranny of the greal 
His heart sympathises not with the poor weak onesiv 

12f' Thus spoke King Bahram to his- Vazier : — 

- “ Exercise not severity on those under you.” 

13 If those in authority use harsh language to you, I 
Bo you not harsh to those under you. ’ ' I 
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Story of the Humility of Shaik Junaid of Bagdad. 

1. I hoard that in the plain of Suna, Junaid 
V Saw a dog, ^^llQ hadlost hia fangg. 

2. Power from the lion seizing grasp 

Had gone, a‘nd he was feeble as an old fox. [foot, 
8, After seizing the mountain sheep and the deer on 
He had now to endure kicks from tho Hai tribe sheep. 

4. When ho saw him weak, -wounded-and helpless, 

Ho gave him one half of bis own provisions, 

5. I heard he said while weeping tears of blood, 

“Who knows, of us two, which is tho-better? 

( 6; “ In appearance, I am this day better than him, 

“ What Fate ordaicisagainst mo next day (who knows?) 

7. “ If my foot of faith slips not from it, 

“ I place the crown of God’s forgiveness on nay head. 

8. “ And if on my breast the robo of divine knowledge 

“ Remains not, I am far inferior to this dog. [dies, 

9. “For notwithstanding his evil repute, when the dog 
“ They take him not away to bell.” 

10. Such is the road, OU Sadi I that travellers of tho road 
Regard not themselves with esteem. 

M. They have eminenco over the angels — because, 
i They consider themselves ns no bettor than dogs, 

b ' Story of a Holy Han and a Harper* 
i. A drunken man had a h.arp under liis arm, 

, Which at night he broke over a holy man's head. 
When d.ay dawned, that good mild man, 

Took a handful of silver to tho stony-hearted one, 
tJ. Saying: “Last night thou wort drunk and deluded, 

' “ 'lo thee and to mo befell breaking of harp and head. 

4. “ For me tho wound has healed — tho fear has gone, 

“ For Ihcc, except through silver, it will not bo good.” 

5. For ihis reason do tho friendsof God enjoy superioritv, 
That they suffer much on the heads from people. 

lo 
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The Sage ofWahhsk. 

1. I heard that in the land of Wakhsk of the great ones, 
There was one (who lived) retired in the corner of 

solitude. 

2. Genuine in spiritualUy, not holy (only) by wearing 

the dulk (religious garment), 

Who would stretch out the hand of help to the people. 

8. Happy fortune opened the door towards him, 

The doors of others shut in his face 

4. One eloquent but wanting in S6tn,e, tried 
To speak ill of that man through petulance. 

5. Saying;*— ‘^Beware of such deceit and craft and perfidy, 

“ Of sitting in the place of Sulaiman domou-liket 

6. “ They frequently wash their faces cat-like, 

Coveting the mice of the street for prey. 

7. “Abstemious for the sake of name and vain glory, ■ 

“Bor the sound of the empty drum goes far.” 

8. He spoke with a crowd of people collected around him, 
Man and woman, making fun of them. 

9. I heard that the wise man of Wakhsh grieved, 

Saying “ Oh God ! do thou forgive this slave of thine. 

10. “ If he spoke the truth. Oh most pure God ! 

“ Grant me repentance, that I may not be destroyed. 

11. “I approved of my fault-seeker, 

“ For he made me acqu.ainted, with my bad nature.” 

12. If what thy enemy says of thee — thou art, — grieve not, 

But if thou art not, say, “Go thou empty wind-bag.” 

18. If a foolish one says the musk stinks, 

Be thou tranquil, for he spoke distractedly. 

14. And if this speech refers to the onion, 

Say: “It is so, exhibit not foolish absurd talk.” 

15. It is not the rule of wisdom and judgment and under- ^ 

standing, S 

That a wise man should purchase deceit from the 

16. When the wise one sat behind his own work, [Juggler, 

He shut up against himself the enemy’s tongue. 
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17. Pe thou of good behaviour that the evil disposed, 
May not have the advantage of speaking to thy injury. 

18. "When the enemy’s speech causes thee pain, 

Do thou not do injury to the helpless ones. 

19. Tliat one alone knows good of me, 
lYho makes clear my own faults to mo. 

Story on the Humility of (the Commander of 
the Paithful) Ali- 

1. One took a difficult matter before Ali, 

That pos'jibly he might solve the difficulty. 

2. The enslaving and region-conquering chief. 

Gave him an viswerfuU of knowledge and judgment. 

3. I heard that some person in that assembly, 

Called out : — “ U is not so, Oh Bu’l Hasan," 

4. The fame seeking Lion wn not vexed by this, 

But said; “ If thou art able to speak bettep, speak." 
it. IIo spoKe such as ho knew and spoke suitably, 

The fountain of the Sun connot be hidden by dust. 

G. The kifig of men approved of his answer, 

Sayii'g : — “ I was in error, he was in the right. 

7, “ He spoke bettor than I, God is tho only wiBO, 

“ And no knowledge is superior to His knowlcdgo." 

8, Had there been (hero) to-day a lord of grandeur, 

He would not through pride have looked at him. 

9, The Cliamberlains would have turned him out of tho 

They would have beaten him unjustly, [ court, 

10. Saying: — “Hereafter do not do a disagreeable thing, 
‘ ‘This wantin g in propriety — speech before great ones.’ ’ 

11. Of one who has conceit in his head, 

Think not that he will ever listen to truth. 

12. For to him dejection comes from knowledge, and 

shame from admonition, 

Tho red tulip grows not from stone even by rain. 

18. Secst thou not that, fallen in tho lowly dust, 
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The rose grows aud the fresh spring blossoms. 

14. Scatter not, Oh sage ! sleevefni of pearls, 

When thou beholdest the pedant full of himself. 

15. In the estimation of people that one is of no \’iorth. 
Who exhibited himself as a man of grandeur. 

16. Speak not, so that they offer a thousand thanks. 

And have expectation from no one when thou hast 

spoken of thyself. 

Story on the Humility of Umar. 

1. I heard of a beggar in a narrow street, 

That Umar placed his foot on the back of his foot, 

2. The helpless Uarvish knew not who he was, 

For the afflicted one knows not foe from friend. 

8. He was disquieted by him saying: — “ Perhaps thou 
art blind.” 

The just Leader Umar gave re2ffy: — ' 

4. “ I am not blind, hut the act was wrong. 

“ I did not know it, isardon my fault.” 

5. How just were the noble leaders of the religion'} ■ 

Who (even) with inferiors have so acted. 

6. The one, guided by sense, is humble. 

The hrauch, fruit-loaded, bends itsliead to the earth, 

7. The humble ones will show pride to-morrow, . 

The proud ones will lower their heads in shame. ^ 

8. If thou dost fear the days of reckoning, 

Of that one who fears thee, pardon his fault, [riors, 

9. Exercise not shameless tyranny towards thine infe- 
Eor there is ahand even more powerful than thy hand. 

Story of a Good-natured One-' 

1, There was one of good acts and amiable disposition, 
Who spoke well even of the men of evil disposition. 
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2. Ono saw liim in a dream after his death, 

And asked: » Relate to mo thy past cirenmstanceB.’ 

3. Smiling lio expanded his mouth rose-like, 

Like the sweet Toiced uightingalo lie said : — 

4. “They spoke not of me with much harshness, 

“ Since I never used harshness towards any.” 


On Znnnun the Egyptian 

Wri Whom he the Mercy of God.") 

1. Such is my rcollection that the Nile water-carrier, 
Did not ono year prepare water for Egypt. 

2. A multitude went towards the mountains— 

IVith supplication implorers for rain. 

3. Tlioy wept and from their weeping a running stream, 
(They hoped) might probably How from Heaven, 

4. Ono of thorn lirouglit word to Zannun : — 

"There is affliction and groat hardship on tho people, 

6. " Offer up prayers for the dejected people, 

"For tho supplications of accepted ones are not 
rejected.” 

' 6. I board that Zannun fled towards Middian, 

And it was not long before the rain fell. 

7. News reached Middiah after twenty days, 

Tliat the black hearted clouds had shed tears over 
them. 

5. Tho old man quickly resolrcd to return, 

For the pools were filled with the floods of spring. 
“9. A holy man asked him in private: — 

""What wisdom was there in your going ?” Ho said: — 

10. " I heard 'that for bird, and beast, 

" There was difficulty of food because of tho deed of 
tho wicked, 

11, " Reflecting deeply, I thought that, in this region, 

" There was none more sinful than myself. 
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12, I left, lest on account of my wickedness, 

_®‘Tlie door of liberality should be closed on the 
multitude,” [men, 

18. Thou -wilt then be held precious in the eyes of the 
When thou esteemest thyself as 'worthless, 

14. The eminent one 'who . reckoned himself among the 

inferior, 

Bore off greatness in the world to come, 

15. From this -world that lowly one went pure; 

Who became as dust under the most lowly feet. 

16. Oh thou ! that passest over, our dust, [member us. 
(I implore thee) by the dust of the dear one to-re- 

17. That though Sadi turned to dust — what mattered it 

to him ? [as the dust. 

Seeing that during his life-time he was ever humble 

18. In humbleness he consigned his body to the dust, 
Though he went like the wind round the world. 

19. It will r.ot he long before the dust will consum,e him, 
And iigain the wind will carry him round the. world. 

20. Behold 1 Since the garden of spirituality bloomed 
No nightingale ever sang so sweetly as this. 

21. If such a nightingale dies — it would indeed be 

strange. 

Were a rose not to spring up from its ashes. 
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On Resignation- 

1, Ono night I burned the olive oil of meditation, 

And kindled the lamp of eloquence, 

2. An idle prattler heard my words, 

And except to repent, “Praise thee” he saw no way. 

8., But out of meanness, he involved in it (his remark); 
For a cry involantarily rises from pain. [lofty. 

Ho said: — “ His ideas are cogent and his judgment 
*' In the matter of customs of piety and admonition; 

6. “Not in matters of javelin, iron maco and heavy club, 
“For this business is brought to perfection by others. ” 

C, Ho knows not that I liave no desire for battle, 

Or else I should not be at a loss for words. 

7. I am able to unsheathe the sword of my tongue 
And by words of eloquence draw my pen through (her) 
. existenco, 

8. Come, let ua make war in this matter, [stone. 

For tho head of the cnomy wo will make a pillow of 

Discourse on Patience, Resignation and Submis- 
sion to tho Decree of Fate. 

1. Prosperity is by the bounty of God; 

It is not in tho closed fist and po^Yerful arm. 

2, When tho high lie.aven bestows not wealth, 

It comes not into tho snare by manliness. 

8. Tho ant is not brought to distress through feebleness, 
Nor do lions devour (their prey) by power of claws 
and strength. 

4. When one cannot stretch forth bands to tho sky, 
'One must of necessity put up with its rerolutions. 
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6 , If length of life has been ■written for thee, 

Neither serpent, nor sword, nor lion, can harm thee. 

6. And if of thy life no portion remains, ^ 

The antidote will hill tbeo even like poison. 

7. "When Eustom completed the term'of his existence, 
Did not Shagad"' bring dust out of his body (killed him). 


Story of the Warrior of Ispahan- 

1. I had a certain friend in Ispahan, 

Who was warlike, fearless and intelligent. 

2. His hand and dagger were always stained with blood, 
The heart of his enemy was on the tire like roast 

meat, [quiver, 

8. I never saw him a single day that ho did not don his 
And that fire did not come from the steel point of his 
4. Brave with grasp of ox-like strength, [dart. 

Through fear of him, awe fell among the lions. 

6. He shot his arrows with such skill. 

That with each he brought down his enemies one by 

6. I never saw a rose so pierced by a thorn,. [one. 
As his arrow did the bent shield. 

7. He never struck the head of a warrior with his spear 
That he did not shatter head and helmet together. 

8. On the day of locusts, like a sparrow, in conflict. 

In killing what mattered to him, whether sparrow or 

9. Were his attack directed to Haridun, [man. 

He would not have allowed him time to draw his sword. 

10. Tigers bent under the strength of his grasp, 

His fingers penetrated into the brain of lions. 

11. He used to seize the girdle of a warrior, 

And were he even a mountain he would have over-- 
thrown him. 

Shaghad a bastard brother of Rustom, who treacherously killed 
' Rustom by throwing him down a well. 
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12. When with hisbattic-nxche smote a mail-coated one, 
It cut right through the man, down to his saddle. 

13. In manliness and in magnanimity, 

No one ever saw the like of him in the world. 

14. Me from his side he would not jieimit to go for a 

For he had a liking for the upright. [moment, 

IC. A journey suddenly forced me away from thence, 

For living in that place, was not destined to me. 

''16. Fate transported me from Irak to Sham, 

An abode in that land was agreeable to me. 

17. Of Sham (i. c. Syria) again my cup became full, 

A longing for home drew me. 

18. By (the decree of) Fate such a chance befell. 

That I was obliged to return to Irak. 

19. One night my head hung down in thought, 

(The memory of) that excellent man (of Ispahan) 
passed through my mind. 

20. The salt of desire made my old wound fresh, 

For I had eaten salt from the hand of the man. 

21. To see him I went to Ispahan, 

Through love of him I sought and inquired for him. 

22. The youth from time’s revolution— I now saw an 

old man, [turned yellow. 

His arrow (stature) bent like a bow, the bloom of re<l 
28, "White like a mountain his head, from the snow of hair, 
"Water ran down his. face from the snow of old age. 

24. Fate had obtait»od the hand of mastery over him, 

\ twisted the wrist of i\is manly hand. 

25. Time had taken away pride from bead, 

And placed the head of weakness on'bis knees. 

26. I said to him: “ Oh lion-seizing chief! 

“ How art thou made desreuit like atiol(rfax ? " [tars, 

27. Laughinghesaid: — “F’rom tliebatlle day with the Tar- 
** 1 put out of mj’ head the thought of seeking battle* 

23. “1 saw the ground like a rced*bed with snears, 

“ Flags crimson as fires set i« it. 
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29. ‘‘I stirred up like smoke tke dust of "battle, 

“But of what avail is ardour without fortune ? 

80. “ I am ho, who, w'hen I attacked, [spear. 

“ "Used to can\y off the ring from the hand with my 

81. “ But when my star befriended me not, 

“ They ingirdled me round like a ring. 

32. “ Then I deemed the waj' of flight advisable, { 

“ For the fool alone sharpens his claws against fate. \ 

33. “ How can helmet and coat of mail befriend me, 

“ When my bright star helped me not ? 

34. “ When the key of victory is not in one’s hand, 

“ He cannot with his arm break the door of victory. 

35. “ A crowd tiger -rending, of elephantine strength, — 

“ In iron, man’s head and horse’s hoofs. 

86. “ The moment we saw the dust of the arm3% 

“ We made our garment armour and our cap a helmet, 
37. “ We galloped our Arab steed cloud-like, 

“ Bain -like we showered down our scimitars. 

88. “ The two armies clashed together from ambush, 

“ Thou wouldst say, they had struck heaven upon the 

89. “ From the raining down of arrows like hail, [earth. 
“ The storm of death arose in every corner. 

40. “For the hunt of the warlike lions, 

“ The dragon-noose mouth opened. 

41. “ From the blue dust the earth became like the sky, 

“ And the flashing of sword and helmet like stars in it. 

42. “ When we overtook the enemy’s cavaby, 

“ We encountered them on foot, shield to shield. 

48. “ What avails the force of man’s grasp, 

“ When the arm of divine assistance does not help ? 

44. “ The sword of the wanior was not blunt, 

“ But there w'asmalice on the part of the envious stars, 

45. “ Not one of our army came out of battle, 

“ Without the coat of mail saturated with blood. 

46. “ The arrows of none penetrated silk, 

“ But I say they pierced anvils with their arrow. 
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i7. “ Tjike grains by htmdrcd collected in an car of corn, 
“ We -were scaltered cneb grain in a corner. 

48. “ Witb.unmanliness "we abandoned e«ch other’s hand, 
“Like the fisb 'wliicbTrilh its scaly armour falls to the 
40. “ When fortuno averted its face fiom us. [hook. 
“The shield ^as no protection against the arrow 
of. fate." 

Stsry of an Iron-griped Archar of Ardbil- 

1. A. certain one of iron grasp, in Ardlnl, 

Used to pierce a spado with his double headed arrow. 

2. One clad in felt came forth to battle with him, 

A world consuming yontb and war-sccLiug. 

5, Like Bnhram Gbr in search of combat, 

A noose on his shoulder made of the hide of Gbor. 

4. The ono of iron grip struck him with fifty poplar 
But not one shaft pierced through the felt, [arrows, 

B. The bold one stept forward like ibe bero Dnstan, 

Ho encoilcd him in the curl of his noo*e and carried 

6. To his camp and at the door of his tent, [him away 
'Tied his hands like a murderous robber to his neck. 

T. At night ho slept not from slmmo and rage, 

In the morning a ecrvaui said from that tent ; — 

5. “ Since thou canst pierce honnith thy daitandarrow, 
“ How did one felt-clad carry thee off a prisoner ? ’’ 

9.. I.heard ho replied while weeping tears of blood, 

“Hnowest Ihou’not llial no one Burvives the day of 
fall ? 

10. " 1 am ho who in the exercise of casting a spear and 

striking a sword, 

** Would teach Itustam the art of war, 

11. " When the arm of my fortune was of strong state, 
“The tbickpess of tbo spade seemed to mo like a 

woollen dress. 

12. ** But now since fortune is not in my grip, [spado. 
“ A woollen robe before my arrows is not less than a 
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15. “ On tlic liny of doom tlio spoar tends the mall, 

“Yet it will not pass through the coat of one not 

doomed. 

14. “ lie that has the sword of death's wrath behind him, 

“Is naked though lioniny Imve several coatsof mail on, 
1.'). “ J3ut if his fortune he favorable and fate his prop. 

“ It %Yould be impossible to kill him even nakeii with 
a cleaver. 

16. “ Neither can the wise man by ins own olTort escape, 
“ Nor the fool die by eating unwholesome food.” 

Story of the Doctor and a Shepherd. 

1. One night a villager from a pain in his side slept not, 
There was a physician in that qmirter wim said; — 

2. “ Since he oats vine leaves in this manner, 

“ I wonder whether he will outlive the niglit, 

S. “ The point of a Tartar arrow’ iu the breast 
“ Is better than eating au indigestible food. 

4, “ If it happens to any one that a morsel becomes 

tw’isled in his intestines, 

“ The whole life of the fool comes to nothing.” 

5, It chanced that the physician died that night, 

Forty years have passed since then, but the rustic ia 

still alive. 

Story of a Villager Who Put up an .Ass’s Head 

as a Charm. 

1. The ass of a villager died, 

He hung itshead on the vines of his garden flag-liko. 

2. An esperienced old man passed by it, 

And thus said laughingly to the keeper of tho 
vineyard : — 

S. ■ “ Think not, Oh soul of thy father, that this ass, 

“ Ayerts the evil eyo from the crops. 
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4. “ For ho could not repel club blows from his own 
head and ears, 

And died miserable and wretched.” 

5. What hnows the phjsician to remove pain from anjr 

Who helpless himself dies of trouble ! [one, 

The Poor Man Who Lost a Dinar, 

. I heard that a dinar fell from a poor man, 

The wretched one sought for it earnestly. 

2. At last he turned away his head in hopelessness, 

And another peison without search found it. 

8. The pen of Fate records our good or bad lifetime, 
Even while wo are still in the womb. 

4. People oat not their food by grasp of strength, 

For thoso strong of grip are in more , straitened 
circumstances. 

Tho Poor Man Who Struck his Son with a Stick* 

1. An old man heat his son with a stick. 

He said “ Oh father J beat mo not, I am innocent. 

2. “ 1 can complain to thco of the tyranny of men, 

** But from thy tyranny what remedy have I ? ” 

8. The man of sense cries aloud to God, 

He lifts not up his cries agaiust the Euler. 

The Rich Han Bakhtyar. 

1. There was a fortunate man, his name BalJityar, 

Of great influence and a possessor of wealth. 

2, lie alone in that country liad money and property, 
The others weio poor and unfortunate. 

5. A woman got up a quarrel with her husband, 

When at c\e he wont empty handed to her, 

4. Saying; “ There is not an unfortunate Darvish Jiho 
“ the red hornet thou hast onir this sting. [ ihee, 
lo 
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5. “ Learn manliness from the ncighboura, 

“ For I am at least not a street harlot. 

6. “ People have gold and silver, property and goods, 

“ Why art thou not like them as fortunate ? ” ' 

7. The poor man, woollen clad, raised 
A cry from his void heart drum-like, 

S. Saying : — “ 1 have not the hand of power over any 
“Writhe not in the hand of Pate. [thing, 

9. “ They endowed not my hand with power, 

“ That I might make myself fortunate.” 


Story of the Man of Keesh and his Ugly Wife- 

1. A certain darvish in the land of Keesh,'* 

Said sensibly to his ugly wife : — 

2. “ Since the hand of fate has made thee ugly, 

“ Plaster not cosmetic on thy ugly face.” 

3. Who obtains good luck hy force ? 

• Who restores siglit to a blind eye by colljrium ? 

4. No good deed proceeds from the ill-bred, 

Sewing (z.c. union) is' impossible among dogs. 

5. All the philosopers of Greece and Turkey, 

Know not how to make honey from the Zakum.f 

G. A wild beast cannot be turned into a man, 

The best endeavours and exertions are wasted. 

7. One can clear a mirror from rust. 

But a mirror cannot be made out of a stone. 

8. No efforts will produce a rose, out of a* willow 

branch. 

Nor will Negro become white by the hot bath. 

9. When Fate’s arrow cannot be put aside, 

Eesignation is the only shield for the slave. 

* ZeesJt, “ an island at the moutb of Tersiau Gulf, shaped liko 
a quiver. Keesh means a quiver.’’ 
t 2aJcu7n,,ai^Mvay tree. 


S 
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Story of a Vulture and a Kite. 

1. A vuUur© thuB addressed a kite, [one.” 

Saying: — “ More far>Bigbted than myself there is no 

2. The kite said: — **We ought not to pass over this 

subject, 

“Come; ao that thou mayst look on all sides of 
the desert.” 

8. I heard that they eoared up as far as a day's 
journey, 

The vulture from the height looked downwards. 

4. And thus said ; — “ If that thou believest it, 

There is n grain of wheat on tho plain." 

B. Tho kite from surprise had no patience, 

From the height they bent their heads downward. 

6. . "When tlio vulture came down on the grain, 

A long snare got entangled his foot. 

• 7. Ho know not that by eating that one grain, 

Fate would throw a snare round his neck. 

8. Every oyster slxcll is not pregnant with pearls, 

Tho evpert aicher does not hit the mark every time. 

9. Tho kite said : — “ What profit was there at tho sight 

of that grain, [snare ?” 

“Wlion thou hadst no sight for the adversary’s 

10. I heard him say, his neck in the snare, 

“ Caution avails not against destiny.” 

11. ‘When fate puts forth his hand to his death, 

Fate instantly darkens even bis keen sighted eyes, 

12. In that water that is shoreless, 

The pride of the swimmer is of no avail. 

Story of the Weaver of Embroidered Garment- 

1. How well said tho embroiderer’s apprentice, 

When he wrought theformof thopheenixes, elephants 
and zlraiTs? 
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2. ** No figure is drawn by my hand. [trayed not/’ 
“ The shajDe of which the Master from above por- 

S. Whether thy condition be bad dr good, 

The hand of fate is its designer. 

4. There is a species of concealed hypocrisy in -this, 
Namely that “ Zaid oppressed me ” or ‘‘ Amar 

wounded me.” 

5. If the Lord of commands gives thee eye, 

Thou seest not again the form of Zaid or Amar. 

6. I think not if a man remains silent (from seeking food), 

That Grod draws the pen across his means of liveli- 
hood. [opening, 

7. May the Creator of the world ‘give the means of 
For if he shuts (the door) it cannot be opened. 

Story of the Young’ of a Camel. 

1 . The young of a camel said to its mother : — 

“ After going awhile, rest a little at least.” 

2. She said : — “ If the halter had been in my hand, 

“ No one would have seen me burden -bearing in the 
leading string of camels.” 

3. Fate drives the ship where it pleases, [body). 

Even though the mariner rends his garment (on his 

4. Put not, oh Sadi ! thy eye (of trust) on any one, [cient. 
For the Cherisher is the only Giver and that is suffi- 

5. If thou worshippest God there are suflicient doors 

for thee, 

Should he spurn thee, no one will call thee. 

6. If he makes thee fortunate, exalt thy head, 

And if not, then scratch the head of despair. 

Discourse on Sincerity and its Blessings and on 
Hypocrisy and its Curses. 

1. Devotion with purity of intention, is good. 

Otherwise, what comes from husk devoid of kernel ? 
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2. Wlmt matters llie sacred tliread on the waist of the 

idolator, or wbat the patched garment, 

If thou wearcst them (moreljO for the opinion of the 
people ? 

3. Exhibit not, I told theo, thy manliness, [phrodite. 
But when thou displayest manliness bo not herma- 

4. It is fit to display qualities in proportion to thy 

capacity, . displaj'. 

Shame overcomes not him, who does not make such 

5. For, when they strip tbo borrowed robes off thy headj 
Tho old garment will remain on thy breast. 

C. 1/ thou art small, uso not stilts, 

That thou mayst appear tall in the eyes of children. 

7. And if copper be silvered, 

It can only bo used by an ignorant ono. 

8. Oh ! my life, gild not copper coin, . 

For the money changer will not take it for anything. 

0. Gilt coins* they put into tho firo, [or gold. 

It then becomes luanifes.t whether they are copper 

Story about the Chief of Kalandars Living on a 
Mountain* 

1. Knowest thou not what tho Baba of mountain said. 

To the man who slept not at night to acquire reputa* 

tion ? [sincerity, 

2. “ Go, my “ Baba Jan” (t.e, dear child) strive for 
“ For thou canst not gain anything from the people. 

3. “ Those who approved of tby deeds, 

. ” Have hitherto seen only tby exterior form. 

4. “ Of what value will tbo Hour!* slave be, 

“ tVho under his garment has a leprous body ? 

5. It is impossible for thee to enter paradise by 
- imposition, 

** For the sheet will.bo removed from the ugly face.” 


Hoori, a nymph of paradise. 



186 


Story of the Boy Who Fasted- 

I. I have heard that a boy observed a fast, 

With countless trouble he kept up the fast until 
“ Chasht.”*' 

2- His master took him home that day from school. 

For such devotion a|)j)eared a great thing to him in 
a little boy. 

3. The father kissed his -eyes, the mother kissed his heady 
They scattered almonds and gold on his head. 

4. When half the day had past over him, 

The burning from the fire of his belly came upon him, 

5. He said to himself If I eat a fev/ morsels, 

“ What -will my father or mother know of the secret ? 

6. Since the face of the son was towards his father and 

his family, ^ 

He ate secretly and fasted openly. 

7. Who knows whether in thy thoughts thou art towards 
-God -or not, 

When standing up in devotion thou a-rt unwashed ? 

8. Thus then the old man is more foolish than that boy^ 
Who makes a show of devotion for. man. 

9. That prayer is the key of the gate of hell, ' 

Which thou makest long in the eyes of men. [Godj^ 

10. If the road (of the prayers) goes any where, save to 
They cast the prayer carpet in the fire (of.hell). 

II. A man of good disposition but outwardly unpolished. 
Is better than one of good repute but inwardly bad. 

12. The night roaming robber in my opinion 

Is better than the adulterer-in a parsa’st robe. 

13. - He who suffers affliction at the door of the people, 

What recompense will God award hiin on the' Day of 
Judgment ? 

14. Look not for wages from IJmar, Oh my son ! 

When thou workest in the house of Zaid. 

— - - . ^ ^ 

Morning repast, R fdurth of the day. J Pious maa. 
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15 . 


17 . 


19 . ' 

20 . 


21 . 


22 . 


23 . 


24 , 

25 , 


20 . 


27 . 


28 . 


29 . 



jjjf biiio xuttu, fsuvo iiu nuuou , 

Go in tlie right road, bo that thou mayst reach t y 
destination, - [behin , 

Thou art notin the road, therefore thou art lingering 
Like the oxTivhoseeyes theoil presserhas blindfolded. 
Though running till evening, at evening, he is in tho 
eame place* 

If any one turns his face from tho Mehrab, 

The people of his street give evidence of his infidelity. 
Thy back is also toTvards the Kibla in prayer, 

If thou turncst not thy face in humility towards God# 
That tree, the root of which is firmly fixed, 

Cherisli it, for one day it will hear fruit. 

If tho root of sinccritj is not in thy soil, 

None is so, debarred'from the fruit as thou art. 

Ho who casts seed on a stony surface, 

Not*a single grain, at the time of reaping, will come 
to his hand. 

Show not respect for tho honor gained by hypocrisy, 
Por this water holds mire beneath it. 

When thou art secretly bad and grovelling, 

Wliat advantage is the water of honor on the surface 
of thy deeds ? 

It is easy to stitch tho patched garment with eem- 
blanco and hypocrisy, 

If thou couldst sell it to God. 

How can a man know what is in the garment ? 

Tho writer (only) knows what is in his letter, 

What will a leathern wind-bag weigh in a place. 
Where there is the scale of Justice and the ledger of 
The hypocrite, who made a show of austerity, [equity? 
They saw that ho had nothing in his wallet. 

They make tho outside (of tho garment) better than 
tho lining, . [sight. 

Tor the latter is concealed, the former visible to tho 
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30. The great regard with indifference outward appear* 

It is for this reason their lining is of colored silb 

31. If thou desirest thy fame should spread m the ou e 

world, [cotton lining. 

Deck outwardly in rich robes, though the inside be o 

32. It was not in jest that Bayazid said ; . . „ 

“1 am safer from the disbeliever than thediscip e. 

33. Those, who are sultans and kings of kings, 

Are simply beggars at this shrine (of God.) 

34. Theman of devotion fastens not his desire on a beggar, 
For it is not right to take the hand of the fallen. 

35. If thou be in'eguant with a jewel it is best, ^ [self. 
That oyster-like thou shouldst hide thy head in thy- 

36. When thy face of adoration is towards God, 

If Gabriel see thee not, it is right. 

87. The advice of Sadi is enough for thee, Oh son ! 

If thou givest ear to it as to the advice of thy father. 
38. If thou listenest not to my sayings to-day, 

God forbid, lest thou be shamed tomorrow (at the 
Day of Judgment). 





CHAPTER YI, 


On Contentment. 

Preliminary Discourse- 

1. He knew not God nor practised devotion, 

Who was not contented w ith his foi tune and condition. 

2 . Contentment makes a man rich, 

Tell this to the greedy woild-travelling one. 

3. Choose steadiness, Oh unsteady one ! 

Por on a rolling stone no grass grows. 

4. If thou art a man of sense and intelligence, pamper 

not thy body, 

For, when thou pamperest it, thou killest it. 

5. Wise men are oherisbers of virtue, 

For sybarites are feeble in excellence. 

6. That one attained the qualities of man, 

Who, first got the better of the dog of lust. 

7. Eating and sleeping are the characteristics of wild 

beasts alone, 

To live in this way is the practice of fools. 

8. Happy the fortunate one ! who in a corner, [ledge. 
Gets in his possession the provisions of divine know- 

9. The secrets of God’s mystery have reach I those, 
Who have not preferred the false to it, 

10. But when he knows not darkness from light, 

The sight of a demon and the face of an angel are a- 
like to him. 

11. Thou didst throw thyself into a pit, because, ’ 

TIkiu didst not know the pit from the road. 

12. How can the young hankfly to the Height of the sky, 
When the stone of desire is fastened to its longest 

feather ? 
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18. If thy skirt is free from the claw of lust, 

Thou wouldst make thy way to the mansion of Gabriel, 

14. By eating less food than the wonted quantity, 

One can make oneself of angelic disposition. 

15. How can the qualities of a savage beast reach the 

angelic state ? 

It cannot fly from the earth to the skies. 

16. First practise the qualities of humanity. 

Then think of angelic qualities. 

17. Thou art on the loins of a refractory colt, [mand. 
Be careful that it turns not its head from thy com- 

18. For, if it break the halter from thy hand, 

It would kill itself and shed thy blood, 

19. If thou art a man, eat with moderation, 

Such a belly full ! art thou a man or a jar ? 

20. Thy inside is for food, reflection and breath, 

Thou knowest it is for bread and' nothing else. 

21. Where can remembrance_(of God) be contained in the 

leathern bag of lust, 

That with difficulty breathes without stretched legs ? 

22. Those who cherish the body, know not, 

That the full belly is empty of wisdom. [thern, 

23., The two eyes and the stomach, nothing even satisfies 
These bow'elswith thmr endless-coils are better empty. 

24. Like hell when they fill it with fuel, 

Shouts out again, ‘ Is there any more ? ' 

25. Thy Jqsus (the soul) is always dying of leanness, 
.Thou art considering how to cherish the ass (body). 

26. Oh worthless one ! buy not the w'orld in exchange for 
Buy not the ass' with the Gospel of Jesus, [religion , 

27. Perhaps thou knowest not that as to wild beasts and 

animals,” 

The greed only of food throws them into the net. 

28. The tiger which lords over the wild beasts, [mouse. 
For the sake of eating, falls into the trap like the 

' 29. Like, the mouse, he whose bread and cheese thou 
Thou fallest into his netandsuft’erest his arrow, [eatest. 
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Story about tie Klgrim wlo Gave Sadi an Ivory Comb. 

1. A pilgrim gave me an ivory comb, 

Saying: — “May the mercy of God be on the laudable 
qualities of pilgrim.” 

2. I heard that he had once called me a dog, 

, Tor bis heart -was some how vexed with me. 

8. I threw away the comb (eayingV. “ This bone, 

“ I want not, call me not dog again.” 

4, Think not because 1 gulp down my own vinegar, 
That I will put up with the violence of the owner of 
0. Oh ray soul ! be thou content with a little, [sweets. 

So that thou majst look on piince and beggar as one. 
C. "Why goest thou to n king’ with requests ? 

When thougivest up avarice, thou art thyself a king. 
7. If thou art a self- worshipper make thy belly a drum, 
And male this one or that one’s door a Kibla. 

Story about a OoTetous Man, 

ir A certain avaricious man went to Khuaizam Shah, 
Early one morning, I am told. 

2. Seeing him he bowed bendfng low. 

And also rubbed his face with dust and then stood up. 

S. His son said to him : — “ Oh intrepid little father ! 

' “ I have a difficult point, explain it to me'. 

4. “ Saidst thou not that the dust ofHijaz istheKibla? 
“ Why then didst thou to-day offer prayers in this 

direction.? ” 

5. Bear not thy devotion to the slave of lust, 

For it has a different Kibla’every moment. 

6. Oh brother ! obey not its (lust’s) command. 

For one who obeys not its command, escapes. 

7. Contentment exalts head, oh man of sense, [dust. 
But the head full of covetousness rises not from the 



182 


S.. Avarice broke in pieces an honoured reputation, 

And for two barley grains threw away a skirt'-ful of 
pearls, [water, 

9. When thou wishest to be refreshed w'ith the stream 
W*hy dost thou pour out thy face-water for ice ? 

10. I’robably thou art content wuth thy present happiness, 
If otherwise, then of necessity, go from door to door. 

11. Go, Khawja, withdraw the hand of covetousness, 
What need then of the long sleeve to thee ? 

12. He W'ho has closed the casket of covetousness, 

Need not write to any' one “Your slave or servant.” 

13. Supplicanc 3 ^ drives thee from every assembly, [thee. 
Ho thou drive it from thyself so that none may drive 

Stoiy of a Fever-Striken Pious Man. 

1. One among the pious men suffered from fever, 

Some one said : — “Ask such a one for sugar.” 

2. He said “ Oh son ! the bitterness of dying, [face.” 
“ Is better than undergoing the oppression of a sour 

3« The wise man ate not sugar fromYhe hand of that one, 
Who through pride soured his face towards him. 

4. Go not after everything that thy heart desires, 

' For pampering the body diminishes the light of the 
6, Concupiscence makes a man contemptible, ' [souls. 
If thou art a sensible man, hold it not dear. 

6. And if thou ponderest over all its desires, [of time. 
Thou wilt suffer much disappointment from changes 

7. To heat the oven of thy belly perpetually, 

Will prove a^ misfortune in the day of want. 

8. In time of need, thy face will lose its color, 

If, in time of affluence, thou makest thy stomach full, 

9. The gormandizer bears the load of his belly, [grief. 
And if he gets nothing to eat, he bears tlie load of 

10. Thou mayst often see a gourmand much ashamed, 

In my opinion, the belly distressed is better than the 
mind distressed. 
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StoTj atont the Disgrace of Gluttons. 

1. Dost thou kno-w of the strange things I brought from 
A narative sweeter than fresh dales. [Basora ? 

2. Some meudicanlB wearing the true dress, 

Wended past the side of a date orchard. 

8. One amongst us was pot-bellied, 

Insatiable — and a belly-cherisher. 

4. The wretch tightened his waist and mounted the tree. 
Then fell thence heavily headlong. 

5. One cannot always eat and also carry away dates, 

’ The voracious man, evil fated, ate and died. 

6. The village headman came and asked, " Who killed 

this man ? ” 

I said “ Maks no harsh disturbance with us. 

7. " The belly dragged him down from the branch by 

the skirt.” 

The narrow-hearted one is big^bellied. 

8. The belly is the fetter of the hand and the chain of 

the foot, [God. 

The one who is a slave to his belly, seldom worships 

9. Undoubtedly the locust is all belly, 

(Yet) the small-bellied ant drags the locust by the leg. 

10. Go, possess youiself of a puie heart, 

The belly-will never be filled, save with dust. 

Story about the Man who had Sugar-Cane for Sale. 

1. A certain one had some sugar-cane on a small platter, 
He went about left and right to get a purchaser. 

2. Ho told a generous man in the corner of the village, 
“ Take this and pay mo when thou canst." 

8. That wise man, sweetly disposed, ga\e an answer 
That ought to be impTiwted into the heart. 

4. “ Perhaps thou mavst bale no patience towards me 

(as to the price of it), 

17 
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“But lean exercise patience as regards the sugar-cane.” 
5. Sugar has no sweetness in the cane, [price of it.) 
When on the back of it is bitter dunning, (for the 

Story about the Man to whom the Amir of Khootan 
G-ave an Embroidered Eobe. 

1. The Amir of Tartary bestowed a silk robe, 

On a certain man of enlightened mind. 

2. He put it on, kissed the (bearer’s) hand and the 

ground, [world. 

Saying: “A thousand blessings be on the king of the 
8. How good is the present of the king of Khootan! 

“ But my patched garment is better.” 

4. If thou art a freeman, sleep on the bare ground, 

And kiss not, for ‘ obtaining a carpet, the -ground 

before any one. 

) 

Story about' the Treatment of the Man who Tried 
to Get Food from the Eing’s Table. 

1. One had nothing but onions to eat with bread. 

Like others he possessed not the means of livelihood. 

2. A frivolous one said to him; — “ Oh humble one, 

“ Go, get cooked food from the tray of booty (public 

3. “ Ask and be not afraid of any one, Oh sir ! [feast). 
“ For the modest man is deficient of victuals.” 

4. He put on his cloak and tucked up (his sleeve) 

dexterously. 

They tore his cloak and broke his hand. 

5. I have heard, he said weeping bitterly : — 

“Oh my soul! there is no remedy for what is thy 
own act. 

6. “ The avaricious one is a seeker of calamity, 

“ Hereafter I in my own house, and bread and onion 
are sufficient.” 
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7. A. barley loaf got and eaten by my own exertion, 

Is better than (a loaf of fine meal) on the tray of a 
generous man. 

8, How distressedly slept that mean man last night, 
Who was in expectation of (an invitation to) the table 

of others? 

Story about the OldWomau’s Oat, 

1. There was a cat in the house of an old woman, 

Who was nnlucky and in bad circumstances. 

2. It went to the guest-house of a nobleman, 

The slaves of the nobleman shot it with arrows. 

8. It ran, blood trickling down from its bones (wounds), 
And as it fled in terror of life, it kept saying;— 

4/ If I escape from the hands of this archer, 

I and the mouse and the old woman’s hovel (will be 
sufficient for me in future).” 

5. 011 my soul ! honey is not worth the pain of the sting. 
Contentment with one’s own syrup of dates is better. 

6. The Lord is not pleased with that servant, 

Who is not content with his lord’s allotted portion. 

Story of the Man of Harrow Views and his 
Highminded Wife. 

1. The child of a eertainman cut its teeth, 

The father hung down his head in anxiety, 

2. Saying: — “ Whence can I get him bread and food ? 

“ And it is not manliness to abandon him.” 

3. When the helpless one uttered this speech before hiS 
Behold ! in how manly a way she answered him. [wife, 

4. “Be not afraid of Satan, as long as He (God) gives life, 
“ He who gives teeth, gives (‘xlsol'bread.” 

5 . Ho is the Lord of power and mighty, 

Be not anxious, for He provides food. 
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6. He is tlie Painter of tlie infant in the womb, 

The Writer of his term of life and his subsistence. •_ 

7. The master who buys a slave, . - 

Supports him; how much more He who creates one.? 

8. Thou hast not so much reliance on the Creator, 

As the slave on his master ? 

9. - I heard that in the olden times, [come silver. 

In the hands of the Saint (Abdal) a stone used to be^ 

10. Thou thinkest not this saying unreasonable ? ' [thee. 
When thou art contented, silver and stone are alike to 

11. When the Child has a heart, free from avarice, [him. 
A handful of gold and a handful of dust are alike to 

12. Telltheking-worshippingHarvish,' 

That a king is poorer than a Harwich . 

3 8. A silver diram' satisfies a beggar, - 

Faridoon with the kingdom of Aj am (is) half satisfied. 

14. The care of a kingdom, and wealth is a misfortune, 

A beggar is a king, though in name a beggar. . 

15. The beggar, who has no desires in his heart, 

Is better than a. king who is not content. 

16. The peasant and his partner sleep happily, .[sleep. 
And with a zest which the sultan in his palace cannot 

17. When the torrent of death comes and carries away the 

man, vV " 

What does it matter whether the throne of a Sultan 
or the desert of Curd ? 

18. Whether one he a king or a stitcher of garrhents, 
When they sleep, the night of both becomes day. 

19. When then seest the head of a great man intoxicated 

Go, oh poor man ! and thank (lod ; [with pride, 

20. Thank .God thou hast not .such means. 

That -thereby one can be oppressed by thy hands. 

Story about the TJisurer who Pell from tlie Ladder, 

1. A usurer fell from a fadder, : ' : ' - 

I heard that at the same moment he gave up his life. 
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2. His Bon •wept for him for a few flays, 

And then began again to ait -with his compaUionB. 

S. He saw him in a dream and asked about his circum- 
Btances, , faod questioning ? ’* 

Saying : — Ho'W did you escape from the judgmeht 
4, He replied : — " Oh son ! ask not my story< 

“ I fell off the ladder into the helh” 

Story about the Holy Man tfbci Built his House Suited to 
hia Height. 

1. 1 heard that a certain holy and good man, 

Built a house suited tb his size. [such) 

2. A person said to him: — ** I know thy means (are 
"And that thou caust build a better house than this.” 

He said " Enough. 

3. " "Why should I wish to raise the house higher 

. " This is sufficient for me to leave behind me (after, 
death)*" [world), 

4. 0 slave I build not thy house in the torrents (of this 
For, by no one has this building been ever completed. 

5. It is not in accordance with the divine knowledge, 

prudence and reason, 

That a traveller builds a hoUsc on the road. 

Story about the Shaik who Beoamo a King. ‘ 

1. A certain Kingly Euler of might, [the mountain, 
Whose sun (of existence) was about to set behind 

2. Bequeathed his country to a saint of that place. 

For, he had no successor in his house. 

8. When the recluse heard the kettle drum of royalty, 
He no longer found any gratification in the corner 
of retirement. ' 

4. Left and right he began to lead forth an army, 

The hearts of the brave began to be afraid of him. 
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He became so strong of arm and sharp of bold, ■ 
That he sought battle -with the war-seeking ones. 

6. Some among his scattered foes he killed ; 

Others collected, uniting their comrades and allies. 

7. They attacked him, with such vigour, in his castle, 
That he became helpless from the volley of arrows 

8. He sect one to a good man, [and stones. 

Saying : — “ I am, Oh Defender ! Sorely distressed, 

9. “ Assist me with thy blessings, for swords and arrows 
“ Are not in every battle a means of help.” 

10. Hearing this the saint laughed and said : — 

“ Why did he not eat half a loaf and sleep ? ” 

11. The wealth worshipping E.orah knew not, [ment. 
That the treasure of safety is in the corner (of retire- 

Discourse on Patience in a State of Weakness 
in the Hope of Prosperity. 

1. Liberality is excellence in a man of generous soul. 

If he possess not wealth, what loss or fear? 

2. Think not if a mean fellow became a Karoon, 

f ^ 

That his miserly .disposition will be changed. 

3. And if a liberal man gets no bread, 

Nevertheless his natnre.is still generous. 

4. Liberality is soil, and the stock the sown field. 

Give, for the soil will not remain without produce, 

5. The God who maketh man out of dust, 

It would be a wonder, were he to destroy humanity, 

6. Seek not wealth by heaping treasure, 

For, stagnant w'ater produces a bad odour. 

7. Endeavour to be liberal, for the running water, 
Deceives h.id from heaven by the flood. 

8. If a worthless one falls from rank and fortune. 

He seldom becomes erect again. 

9. If thou art a precious pearl, grieve not. 

For, time will not destroy thy worth. 
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10. Sliouia a clod of eai til fall to the ground, 

Tuou dost Tiot eee any one look after it. [pincers, 

11. But if an atom of gold falls from tlie teeth of the 
They search for it Trith a candle again and again. 

T^. They make glassTrare from stone, 

But’^here lemains the mirror under rust? [celleni, 
13. Thy disposition should he pleasing, sincere and es- 
.iFor rank and irealth come sometimes, and some- 
times go. 

Story 4)11 the Subject of Obtaining Ease after 
Suffering Difficulty. 

1. I heard frota men of s’KCct speech, [Shitas). 

That there tras a certain old man in tlie city (of 

2. He bad seen many kings and the times of ruling, 

His ago came to an end from the era of Umar. 

8. The old tree had a fresh fruit (i.e. a son), 

Whose beauty rras well known to the citizens. 

4. That heart-ravishing one had an apple-hle chin, 
Which neither cypress nor apple possessed (apple 
like chin). 

‘5. Because of his blandishment and lacerating of hearts, 
The old man felt a pleasure in shaving his head. 

0. With an old razor the ago of small hope (old man), 
Made his (son’s) head white like the hand of kloses. 
7t That iron-hearted one with impetuosity, [ed one. 
Gave loose the tongue of censure on that fairy-cheek- 

8. As to the razor which had marred his beauty, 

Men at once placed its (razor’s) head into its belly 
(closed it). [ed like harp, 

9. The head of the beautiful one, through shame lower- 
And his hair fallen in front, (on the ground). 

10. As to a certain one from whom the heart had gone, 
He was infatuated like his (the boy’s) eyes, captivat- 
ing heart. 
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11. A certain one said : — “ Thou didst experience vio- 

lence and pain, 

“ Wander not again in pursuit of a vain tliouglit. 

12. “ Turn away like a motli from love for the boy, 

“ For, the scissors have extinguished the candle of 
his beaut5^” 

13. A cry arose from the fervent lover : — 

“ The covenant of the polluted ones is sluggish. 

14. “ It is necessary to have a son of cheerful tempera- 

ment, and handsome face. 

“ Although his father cast away his hair in ignorace, 

15. “ My soul is mingled with his love, 

“ My heart is not attached to his hair.” 

16. When thou hast a handsome face be grieved not. 

For, if the hair falb it will grow again. . 

17. The vine gives not a fresh cluster every time* 

It sometimes sheds its leaves, sometimes gives fruit. 

18. The great ones fall under a veil like the snuj 
The envious fall into the water like sparks. 

19. The sun comes forth from beneath the cloud 
Gradually ; but, the spark perishes into the water. 

20. Oh valued friend ; fear not the darkness, [in it. 
For it is possible that there may be the water of life 

21. Did not the world find rest after its motion ? 

Did not Sadi travel until he gained his desire ? 

22. Consume not thy heart with anxiety from hopeless-, 

ness, 

Oh brother ! the night is pregnant with the day. 



CHAPTER VTI 


On Ednoation. — Preliminary Diacourae. 

1. My discourse (in this chapter) is on morals, polities 

and good manners, [ball. 

Not upon horses, battle'fiolds and chowgan* and* 

2. Thou art a fellow-lodger with the enemy of thy soul, 
Why in the art of conflict art thou a stranger ? 

3. Those who turn the reins _of lust from the 'unlawful 

Surpass Buatam and Sdm In valour, [affairs, 

4. No one cares for an enemy like thee. 

Who cannot overcome thyself, 

5. Chastise thyself like a child with a stick, 

Knock not out men’s brains with a heavy mace. 

6. Thy body is a city full of good aud bad, 

Thou art the monarch, and wisdom, the wise minister, 

7. Verily the long necked (i.e proud) base are in this city, 
The proud, the lustful, the foolish. 

8. Besignation andpiety are those free and of good report, 
Lust and lewdness, the highway robbers aud thieves. 

9. When the prince shows favour to the bad. 

Where remains hapjuness for the wise? 

10. Thou hast lust and avarice, malice and envy, 

^ Like blood in thy veins and like life in the body, 

11. If these enemies should receive education, 

They would turn away their heads from thy com- 
mand and counsel. [opposition, 

12. On the part of lust and sensuality there remains no 
When they that see the giasp of wisdom is sharpened. 

18. Scest thou, not that night robbers, vagabonds aud 
the wicked, 


Polo and Etad, 



Frequent not the place ^ylle^e there are night patri 

14. The ruler who punished not the enemy, 

Ruled not also on account of the enemy’s power. 

15. What necessity is there to say much in this chapt 
For, a word is sufficient, if one acts upon it. 

Discourse on the ’ Excellence of Taciturnity and 
the Sweetness of Forbearance. 

. 1., If mountain-like, thou hringest thy feet under 
skirt. 

Thy head in splendour will go beyond the sky. 

2. Draw in thy tongue, Oh man of much knowledge 
For thereds a record at the Day of Judgment for 

tongueless. 

3. Oyster-like, those scattering the jewelled secrets, 
Opened not their mouths except (for pearls.) 

4. The loquacious speaker has stuffed ears, 

He takes no advice, except in silence. 

0, When thou desirest to speak ceaselessly, 

Thou findest no sweetness in the discourse of otl 

6. It is nut proper to speak unthinkingly, 

Nor is it proper to interrupt an unfinished speed 

7. Those who deliberate on evil and good. 

Are better than nonsensical talker, sharp in rep 

8. Speech in man’s being is perfection. 

Make not thyself imperfect by speech. 

9. Thou seest not the few-worded one ashamed,' 

A grain of musk is better than a hillock of eartl 

10. Beware of the ten-mau-power talking fool, 

But like the wise man utter one matured speech 

11. A hundred arkows were shot by thee and every 

missed. \ 

If thou art a wisV man, shoot one, and that stra 

12. Why should a manxgive iffterance in secret to tl 
Which, if it becomes, revealed, makes him turn 

(blush.) ^ 
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18. Talk not slander before a wall, 

Perhaps some one, not unlikely, has a ear behind it. 

14. The interior of thy heart is the city walls of thy 

desert. 

Be mindful, that they see not the city-door open. 

15. The sensible man sews up his mouth for this reason. 
That he sees the candle is consumed on account of 

tongues (wick*). 

Stoiy on Preservation of Secret. 

1. Takasht once told his slaves a secret, [any one.’* 
Saying; — “ It is not proper to repeat the secret to 

2. It took a year to come from the heart to bis tongue; 
It took a day to he published to the world. 

3. He ordered the pitiless executioner 
To strike their heads with the sword. 

4. One among them spoke and asking forgiveness, 

Said : “Slay not thy slaves, for this fault arose from 

thyself, 

6. “Thou didst not, at first, when n mere spring, stop it, 
“What is the use of stopping it alter it became a 

flood.” 

C. Entrust not the secrets of thy heart to any one, 

So that he cannot utter them to any one, . * 

7. Commit thy jewels to(the charge of) tyeasury guards. 
But guard thy secrets thyself. 

8. Thou hast control over an unuttered speech. 

But once uttered, it has control over thee. 

9. Speech is a bound demon in the well of a heart, 

Raise it not to tUo height of palate and tongue. 

10. It is possible to open the way for the wicked demon, 
But it is impossible to catch him again by stratagem. 

11. Thou knowest when the demon goes out of his cage, 

t Wick, riacae. f A kiug of Persia. 


/ 
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He returns not again at the “ Lahoul”=* **' of any one. 

12. A child may unloose the tether from Kaksh {i. e. 

roan-coloured charger), [halter. 

A hundred Rustam cannot bring him again into the 

13. Say not that, which, if it fall on 'an assembly, 

A single one, by means of it, should fall into 
misfortune. 

14. How well spoke the woman to an ignorant rustic, 
‘‘Either speak with reason, or else, hold thy tongue.” 

Story about the Safety of an Ignorant Man Under Veil 

of Silence. . 

1. A certain one was of good disposition, but in ragged 

garments, 

Who remained for some time silent in Egypt. 

2. Wise men from far and near (assembled) 

Round him like moths seeking the lights. 

3. One night he reflected in his own mind. 

Saying ; “ A man is hidden under his own tongue. 

4. “ If in this manner I keep my head lowered, 

“ How can people know whether I am wise. ” 

0. He spoke ; and friends and foes perceived. 

That the only one in Egypt, more silly than himself 
was he. [(Egypt) 

6, Those present dispersed, and his business fell in 
He went on a journey and wrote on the arch of a 

mosque, 

7. “ Had I seen myself in the inirror (of reason)’, • 

“ I should not foolishly have torn the screen. 

8’. “ So ugly, yet I removed the veil, for the reason, 

“ That I thougli'k myself beautiful.” 

9. The reputation of'l^e silent man is great, 

* Lahoiil wala Knwald “ There is no strength nor 

power, but in God.” An expz-essi^ used in case of sudden misfortune 
and to exercise evil spnits, etc. ' 
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■When thou speatesl and reputation remains not, fly. 

10. ' Silence, to thee, Oh man of sense, 

Is dignity, to the fool, a curtain. • 

11, If thou art a wise man, lessen not thy awe, 

And if thou art a fool, tear not thy screen. ‘ 

J2. Hurriedly disclose not the thought of thy heart, 

Vox thou canat disclose it whenever thou wishest. 

18. hut when a man’s secret is once revealed. 

By no endeavour can he make it a secret again. 

14. How well the reed (t.e. pen) concealed the king's 

secret, 

' For, till the knife was applied to its head, it spoke not. 

15. The heasts are silent and mankind talkers, 

' An idle talker is worse than a wild beast. 

16. When thou speakest, speak sensibly like a man, 

Or else, be silenOikc the wild beasts, 

17. Man is distinguished by speech and understanding, 
Bo not, like the pniiot, talkative and silly. 


Stciy about a Man who Abused while Squabbling. 

1. A coilain one used improper language during a quar- 

Thcy tore his collar with their bauds, [rel, 

2. And cuffed him. He sate naked and oiying. 

A worldly wise one said : — “ Oh self-worshipper I 

3. “ Hadst tUy mouth been closed like the rosebud, 

“ Thou wonldst not have had thy vestment torn rose- 

4. 'The frivolous utters foolish words, [like.” 

Like the much boasting hollow drum. 

6. Sees! thou not that tho tongue is only a fire ? 

One can instantly put it out by a little water. 

0. If a man is possessed of skill. 

The skill declares itself and not the possessor. 

7. If thou hast pure musk say nothing, 

Tot, if it be (musk) it discloses itself by its odour. 
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8. To s'^ear and saj'^— " the gold is piire,” 

Of vrliat use is it, the touch-stone will say, what it is. 

9. A thousand detractors may say in this way, 

That Sadi is incapable and unsocial. 

10. It is allowable that they should slander me, - [ing. 
For I have not the power (to retaliate) by much talk- 

Story of King Azaad whose Son was 111. 

1. The son of Azaad 'was excessively ill, 

And patience had forsaken the father’s nature. 

2. A pious man told him by way of advice, 

Saying : — '' Liberate wild birds from imprisonment.*' 

8. He broke the cages of the morning song birds. 

Who will remain in captivity when the prison is 
broken ? 

4. But he kept on the dome of the summer house, 

A celebrated sweet-singing nightingale. 

5. In the morning the son hastened towards the garden, 
He found no bird but that one on the dome of the 

summer house. 

6. “ Oh ! sweet-toned nightingale !” he laughed and said, 
“ Thou remainest in the cage on account of thy sweet 

voice.” 

7. Speak not and no one has any concern with thee, 
But having spoken, produce thy proofs, 

8. Like Sadi, who for some time held his tongue, 

And escaped from the reproaches of the calumniators. 

9. That one secures a peaceful heart in his bosom. 

Who keeps apart from the society of men. 

10. Oh wise man ! reveal not the defects of .other people, 
But apart from others occupy thyself with thine own 

defects. 

11. When they prattle frivolously, lend not thy ears, 
Close thine eyes, when thou seest one uncovered. 


Azaad, a King of Shiiaz. 
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Story of tlie Disciple who Broke tke'Harp of a Musician. 

1, I heard that in an assembly of drunken Turks, 

A disciple broke the tambourine and harp of the 
minstrel. 

2. Tliey forthwith dragged him by the hair like the harp, 
And the slaves smote him like a drum on the face. 

8. From the pain of stick and slap he could not sleep 
at night, [instruction : — 

The nest day an old man addressed him by way of 
4. ** If thou desiresl not to be wounded in the face like a 
tambourine, [like.” 

“Keep, Oh brother! thy bead lowered in front harp- 

Parable. 

1 . Two persons saw dust, tumult and dissension, 

Shoes scattered ; and stones flying. 

2. One saw the fight and turned aside, 

The other went in it and broke his head, 

8. No one is happier than ho who is self-dependent, 

For with the good and evil of others he has no concern. 

4. God has placed thine eyes and ears in the head, 

A mouth as the place of speech, and the heart as the 
place of sense, 

5. In order that thou mayst know low from high, 

And not say that this is short and that is long. 

Story on tke Excellence of Silence and Calamity 
of Much Talking. 

1 . An old man of approved wisdom thus discoursed, 
Pleasing to the ear are the saj ings of the old: — 

S. ** When 1 went into one of the nooks of India, 

“ What saw I ? A negro tall as the longest winter nigh t, 
S. “ And a beautiful girl, like the new moon in his arms, 
“He had buried his teeth into her Ups. 
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4. “ So closely pressed to bis bosom, 

“ Thattbou woulsttbinktbat nigbt concealed tbe day. 

5. “ Tbe well-known command of God held my skirt, 

“ Tbe negro’s presumption fired me and made me 
furious. [me, 

6 .. “ I looked for a stick and stones before and beliind 
Saying : — ‘Ob Godless, disgraceful and shameless 
one r 

7. “ With reproaches and abuse and outer}’’ and threat, 
“ Like morning, I separated light from darkness. 

8. “ That disagreeable cloud (negro) passed from over 

tbe garden (girl). [(negro). 

“ That egg (girl) appeared from beneath tbe crow 

9. “ On tbe recitation of “ Laboul” tbe demon-shaped 

leaped forth, 

“ Tbe fairy-formed one siezed my band and said : — 

10. “ ‘Ob tbou,w.itb prayer-rug of deceit, clad in hypocrisy, 
“ ‘Of evil deeds, — Mammon-worshipper, religion-des- 

piser, 

11. “ ‘My heart went a long while ago out of my band, 

“ ‘To this one, and my soul was enamoured with him. 

12. “ ‘Now my unripe desires were ripened, 

“ ‘When tbo^i didst suddenly snatch away tbe warm 
moutbful’Ti'Om my mouth.’ [(against me), 

18. “ She lamented and brought charge of tyranny 

“ Saying : — ‘ Kindness has departed and mercy has 


vanished. 

14. “ ‘None of the youths remained to help me, 

“ ‘And obtain redress for me from the old man. 

15. “ ‘Who, notwithstanding his old age, has no shame, 
‘“To touch with his hands the veil of aw’oman , unlawful 

to him.’ [her hand, 

16. “ She thus kept complayiing, the skirt of my dress in 
“ While my head, hung clown to my collar with shame. 

17 . “I forthwith came out of my dress like the garlic, 
“For I dreaded the reproaches of the young and old 


men. 
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18. “ I ran away naked from the presence of the woman, 
'* Thinking my garment better (left) with her, than 

19. “ A long while after, she came across me, [on me. ' 
**-Saying Dost thou know me?’ I answered 

* Assuredly (I do). 

20. “ ‘ I have repented on account of thee,* 

“ Saying, ‘Never again will I turn to interference. 

21. Such an event happens not to him, 

"Who sits wisely, attends to his own affairs. 

22. From this evil I gathered this instruction, 

Hereafter to regard as unseen (even) the seen. 

23. If thou hast sense and wisdom. 

Discourse like Sddi or else be silent. 

On the Excellence of Concealing Faults. 

1, A certain one seated before Baud Tai,* said 

“ I saw a certain soofeo drunk and prostrate. 

2. " His turban and garment soiled with vomit, 

“ A circling crowd of dogs around him.” 

8. "When the man of happy disposition heard this story. 
He looked frowningly at the speaker. [friend ! 

4. After a moment of amazement, *‘hG said: — " Oh 
” A faithful friend may be of use to-day. 

0. “ Go and bring him from that shameful place, 

’ ** For it is prohibited by laW and a disgrace to the 

Khirka. i [drunkard, 

8 . “ Bring him, like the manly, on thy back, for the 
“ Has not the reins of safety in his hand." 

7. The listener was troubled at heart with these words. 
And was plunged in anxiety like an ass in the mire. 

8. He had not the boldness to disobey the command. 
Not the power to bring the drunkard on bis shoulder. 


. * Dand Tai, a celebrated saint who lived in the ninth centurj, 
t A religious habit, a sect.* 
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9. He was perplexed awhile, but saw no remedy, [order. 
Nor the means of turning aside his head from the 

10. Having no choice he girded up his loins, and lifted on 

his back, 

Brought him ; the city mob in agitation. 

11. One said tauntingly : “ Behold the Barvish,' 

“ How excellent is piety, abstinence and faith.” 

12. Another (said) : “ Look at the soofees who have 

drunk wine, [wine.” 

“ They have pawned tlieir patched garments for 

13. Pointing at each of them with the hand (they said), 
“ One is dead drunk, and the other half drunk, ” 

14t Better thy neck beneath the sword of the enemies' 
violence, , . [mob" 

Than the taunts of a city and the clamour of the 

15. He suffered distress and passed-a day in trouble, 

And unwillingly bore him to a “place he had. 

16. At night he slept not from shame and anxiety, 

Tai laughed the next day and said : — 

17. ” Dishonor not thy brother in the street, [city.” 
“ That adverse fate may not disgrace thee in the 

Story on Back-biting. 

1. Say not, Oh youth! blessed with understanding, 

Evil in respect of men, good or bad.' 

2. For thou makest an enemy of the bad man. 

And if he be a gopd man, thou dost wrong. 

3. Whosoever tells ‘ so and so’ is a bad man, 

Know this much, that he is slandering himself. 

4. For it is necessary to prove that one’s bad deed, 

For this one’s (who speaks ill) bad act is manifest. 

5. In the act of breathing (speaking) ill of mankind. 
Notwithstanding thou speakest truth, thou art bad. 

6. Hear the words of men for their manliness. 

Not from Sadi or Saharwardee.'^' 


Saharwardee, Sadi’s isligious and moral preceptor. 
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Story of a Slanderer and a WiBe Man. 

1. The old and wise spiritual preceptor Shabuddeen, 
Imparted two counsels to me on the surface of the • 

2. One was to be mindful of myself, [water. 

The other, not to look on the* defects of others. 

3. A person let loose his tongue in slander, 

An intelligent and eminent one said to him : — 

4. “ In speaking of people, malign them not before mo 
“And make me not suspicious of good in tliyself. 

5. “ I grant that his honor may be decreased, 

“ But thine will not thereby be increased. 

Story of the Persons who Considered Theft Better than 
Slandering. 

1. Some one said (I thought ho was joking,) 

That theft is much bcttei than ‘ slander.* 

2 I said to him : — “ Oh inconsiderate minded friend, 

“ Strangely sounds that saying to my ears. 

8. “ What good dost thou dcsscry in* knavery, 

“ Tliat thou givest it pre-eminence over slander?’* 

4. He said, “ Verily robbers show conrage, • 

“ And fill their bellies by their manliness, 

5. “ Not so the back-biter, unworth\ man, [self.” 

“ Who blackens the record yet acquires nothing him- 

Story about Sadi at tbe Nizamiab* Colleger 

1. I had a stipend at the Nizamlali, 

Night and day discussing and instructing. 

2. I said to my tutor ; — “ Oh thou full of wisdom, 

“ A certain friend bears enmity against me. 

8. , “ When I explain the signification of the Hadis, 

“ The heart of the base one is displeased." 

* Nizamia was tbo uame of tbo CoUeae ‘in Bapdad in which Sadi 
was educated It was established by Nizamul MulL Tusi 
tbo Vizier of Sultan Sangar ofl'ersia. 
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4. On bearing these words the model of morality, 

Was extremely wroth and said : — “ Oh wonderful I 

5 . “ Thou approvest not of envy in a friend ? 

“ Who told thee that calumny is good ? 

6. “ If he takes the road to hell by his baseness, 

“ Thou too reaches it by this other road.” 

About Hajjaj the Blood-devourer. 

1. Some one said : — That Hajjaj is blood thirsty, 

“ His heart is like a piece of black marble. 

2. “ Ho cares not for the sighs and complaints of the peo- 
“ Seize, Oh God ! justice for the people from him.” [pie, 

8. An old man of advanced age and Avorldly experience, 
Gave the youth sound advice becoming his old age : — 
4. “ They will demand from him justice for the oppressed, . 

" And from others, the revenge due on his account. 

6. “Do thou withhold thy hand from him and his fortune, 
“Dor time will of itself make him powerless. 

6. “ Neither is injustice on his part agreeable to me, 

“ Nor is calumny on thy part pleasing to me. 

7. " To Hell sin conveys the wretched one, 

“ Who filled bis measure (of life) and blackened the 
record-book. 

8. “ The other who slandered, follows behind him, 

“ Lest the first should go to Hell alone.” 

Stoiy of the Pious Man who Laughed at a Boy. 

1. I have heard that one of the Parsah (pious) 

Laughed in a lawful way with a boy. 

2. But other Parsas who dwelt in retirement, 

Caught at his fault and spoke ill of him. 

8. In the end, the matter could not remain concealed, 
And they repeated it to the Pious one. 

4. Bend not curtain from the friend of frantic state, 

. 'Neither is pleasantry unlawful nor is slander lawful. 
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Story about tbe Pious Han who Taught Ablution 
to Sadi. 

1. In my childhood the desire of beeping fast arose in me, 
At a time when 1 knew not the left from the right. 

2. One of the pious man of the street 

Used to teaeh me how to wash my hands and face, 

3. Saying s— “ First repeat the “BLsmilla” according to 

the custom of the Prophet, 

“ Secondly, be of good purpose, thirdly wash the palm 
of the hands. 

4. Then wash thy month and nostrils three-times, 
"Rub the nostril with thy little finger. 

6. " With the forefinger rub thy front teeth, 

For a tooth*brush is prohibited after midday 
(during fast). 

6. " After that throw three handfuls of water on thy face, 
"From the place on the head where hairs grow to the 

7. "Then wash thy hands as far as the elbow, [chin. 
"Then from the Tnsbce (i. e. rosary) repeat what 

thou knowest of God, 

8. " Again wash one fourth of thy bead j and after that 

bathe thy feet. 

This is all, and conclude with the name of God. 

9. " No one knows better than myself in this matter, 
"For seest thou not that the village Patriarch is in 

his dotage ?” * 

10. The aged lord of the village heard this, 

He was enraged and said j — Oh accursed base one, 

11. " Didst thou not sa}' that to use the tooth-brush (while 

fasting) is wrong, 

Pray, is it allowable to eat the dead child of Adam? 

12. " First thy mouth from evil speaking 

" Wash, after that, as to things fit to be eaten, wash. 
IB. ‘\When any one’s name is mentioned in an assembly, 
" Speak of him with praise and in best terms. 
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14. “If thou continually keep calling, men, asses, 

“ Think not that they like men will name thee. 

15. “ Speak of my qualities in the street, 

“ In the same way as thou wouldst to my face. 

16. “ And if thou art ashamed of the one present, 

“ Oh blind one, is nottheKnower of thehidden present? 

17. “ Art thou not ashamed of thyself, 

“ That thou shouldst be mindless of him and yet he 
ashamed of me ? ” 

Story of the Soofee who Slandered. 

1. 'Some acquainted with the right way and steady, 

Were sitting together for a while in privacy. 

2. One of them began to repeat slander, [nate one. 
He made mention (opened the door) of an unfortu- 

8. Some one said to him : — “Oh friend of disturbed mind, 
“ Did’st thou ever undertake a Crusade to Europe ? “ 

4. He replied : — ■“ Outside of iny four walls, 

“ During my lifetime I have never set my foot.” 

5. Whereon the true hearted Darvish said : — 

“ I never saw such an unfortunate man. 

6. “ The infidels sit secure from his attacks, 

“ The Mussalmans cannot escape from the violence 
pf his tongue.” 

Story about the Mad Man of Marghaz, 

X. How well spoke a mad man of Marghaz, 

A sajing ’(on hearing which) thou wilt bite thy lips 
with the teeth, 

2. “ If I slander any men, 

“ I merely slander my own mother. 

8. “ For it is known to the Gherishers of wisdom, 

“ That, that benefitisthe bestwhich themother gets.” 
4. Oh thou of good name ! when a friend is absent, 

As to him there are two things unlawful. 
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5. The one, that they improperly use his property, 

The other, that they slander him, 

6. "Whosoever mentions the names of others 'with seorn, 
Expect not praise from him as to thyself. 

7. For behind thy back ho will speak exactly, 

As he spoke before thee, behind other men. 

8. That man in my opinion, is wise in the world", 

Who minds his own basiness and is indiflerent to 

that of the woxld.” 

Story of Three Persons whom it is Lawful to Slander. 

1. There are three persons of whom I. heard slander is 

lawful, 

If thou dost exceed these the fourth is a fault. 

2. One is the King deserving censure, [of his people. 
On whose account thou seest affliction to the heart 

5. It is legitimate to make things known about him, 
Haply — the people may be guarded against him. 

4. Secondly, tiirow no veil over the shameless one. 

For, of himself he tears the screen from his body, 

5 .. Consider it not, Oh brother! a sin to describe his 
For lie himself falls headlong into the pit. ' [defects, 

6. Thirdly, be who has false scales and is evil-minded. 
Of his evil deeds, disclose whatever thou knowest. 

Story about the Thief who was Eohbed by 
the Grocer of Sistan, 

1. I heard that a thief came from the desert, 

And passed through the gate of Sistan. 

, 2. When he purchased from the grocer of the street, 

Such food and provisions as he wanted. 

8. The Grocer robbed him of half a (Tang, 

The thief of evil deeds raised an outciy. 

4. “ 0 God ! burn not the night thief with fire, 

*‘ For a Sistaui robs by day.” 
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Story of a Soofee. 

A certain one said to a pure minded Soofee : — 

“ Knowest thou not what such a one said of thee he* 
hind thee?” . 

2. He said “ Silence! brother, go to sleep, 

“ It is better not to know what one’s enemy says.” 

3. Those who hear the enemy’s message, 

Are undoubtedly greater enemies than the enemy. 

4. No one carries to a friend the sayings of an enemy, . 
Who does not really share his enmity. 

6. An enemy cannot speak harshly to me, 

In such a way that 1 should fear to hear him., 

6. Thou art more than an enemy for thou bringest 

on the lips (openly) 

That which the enemy uttered in secret. 

7. The slanderer makes an old quarrel new. 

He brings the pleasable, mild man to anger. 

8. Fly as much as possible from that companion, 

Who tells the sleeping strife “ Arise.” 

9. A dark pit, and a man bound in it, - - 

Is better than carrying a strife from place to place. 

10. A quarrel between two persons is like fire, [cutter. 
And the luckless tale-bearer between them is a wood 

Story of Fareodun, the Vazeer, and his Calumniator. 

1. Fareednn had an 'esteemed Yazir, 

Who possessed a clear heart and a foreseeing eye. 

2. His first regard was resignation to God, 

His second, to obey the orders of the King. 

8. The base minded ruler distresses the people, 

(Thinking) that such is the way to govern the country 
and increase the treasure. ; 

4.' If ihon regardest not the side of God, ' - ' 

God causes thee to suffer trouble from the king. 
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5. A certain one ^ent before the king in tlie morningj 
And said May happiness and prosperity attend 

thee daily. [advice, 

6. “ Think not my speech interested, but attend to my 

“ This.vazier is soeretly thy enemy, tor low, 

7. “ There remainest not a person in the army, from high 

Who has not loans from him in silver and gold, 

8. “ On the condition, that when the exalted king 
“ Dies, they should repay that gold and silver, 

9^ Thai selfish one does not wish thee alive, 

** Lest he should not get back bis money." 

10. On one accasion towards his prime minister, [eye. 
The asylum of the kingdom looked.with thethreating 

11. -Baying: — " When before me, as a seeming friend, 

“ Why art thou my enemy at heart ?” 

12. (The Vozier) kissed the ground before bis throne 

and said 

“ Since thou hast asked, concealment is improper. 

18. “ Oh renowned king ! this is my desire, 

" That all the people should bo thy well-wishers. 

14. Since thy death is the agreement for (the repaying) 
of my silver, 

“ They will be the more anxious for the prolongation 
of thy life through fear of me. [lity, 

15. " Wishest thou not that men with sincerity and humi- 
“ Should pray for thy happiness and long life ? 

16. “ Mon consider prayer as a blessing, [tune." 

. “For it is a breast-plate against the arrows of misfor- 

17. The king approved of what ho said, 

And the rose of his face bloomed nith freshness. 

18. Rank and dignity, tho Vazier already possessed. 

Ho augmented the rank, and exalted the dignity. 

19. 1 have seen none more afflicted than a tale-bearer, 

Of more reversed fortune and perverted state, 

20. On account of his stnpidity and ignorance. 

Ho creates enmity between two friends. 

19 
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21. And -when they again become reconciled, 

He remains between them wretched and ashamed. ' 

22. To kindle the fire of enmity between two persons, 

Is not wise, for, it is like consuming thyself between 
them. 

23. He, like Sadi, tasted the pleasure of retirement, 

Who has, withdrawn his tongue from both worlds. 

24. Give out in speech what thou kno west to be imofitabe, 

. Even though it may not be pleasing to any one. 

25. For, tomorrow (at the last day) he will penitently 

cry out, 

“ Alas ! why did I not' listen to the truths ? ” 

Story on the Bights of Women,, their Good, and Bad. 

Qualities. 

1. A wife, good, dutiful, and chaste, 

Makes a poor man a king. [at thy door, 

2. Go and pray five times or knock five times (in delight) 
That a suitable wife is in thy embrace. 

3. If thou sufl’erest affliction all day, grieve not, 

^Yhen at night thou hast a driver away of griefs in 

thy embrace. 

4. He whose house is happy and his wife a friend', 

God looks on him with the eye of mercy. 

5. When a wife is modest and beautiful. 

Her husband, seeing her, is (as if) in paradise. 

6. That one obtains in this world the desire of heart. 
Whose wife’s mind is in union with him. 

7. If she is virtuous and of sweet speech. 

Look not to her beauty or her deformity. 

8. A sweet-tempered' woman takes the heart more than 

the beautiful one, 

Eor sociability conceals defects. [were sugar, 

9. She takes vinegar from her husband’s hand as it 
She eats not sweets with a vinegar aspect. 
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10. A fairy-fncecl one of bad disposition is surpassed 

By a demon-faced woman, but of pleasant temper. ^ 

11. The well-wishing wife is the ease of one’s mind, 

But oh God ! protect me from a bad woman. 

12. As the parrot, whose companion is a crow, 

Iz only too glad to get out of the cage, 

18. If thou hast a bad wife, go wandering in tbe world. 
Or else keep thy heart in humility or be patient. 

14. ' It is better to be in the Kazee’s prisons, 

Than to see a frowning brow at home. 

15. Travel is a festival for that house-bolder, 

' "Who has a shrew at home. 

IG. Shut tbe'door of happiness on that house, 

From which a woman’s clamour comes loudly, 

17. AYhen thy wife takes tbe road to the Bazar, beat her, 
Otherwise sit down like a woman in thy house, 

18. If tbe wife obeys not her husband, 

Put the wife’s black petticoat on the husband. 

19. If thy wife be foolish and insincere, - 

Thou hast asked for calamity and not a wife, [corn, 

20. V/hen she is faithless even to the extent of a barley 
Wash thy hands of the granary of wheat. 

21. God has been'kind to that servant, 

For whom the heart and hand of his wife are right. 

22. When a wife smiles in a stranger’s face, 

Tell the husband no longer to boast of his manliness. 
28. W’heu an impudent woman places- her hand to the 
fried meat, 

Tell her “ Go, p\it thy hand to a man’s face." 

24. Let the eyes of a wife be blind to strangers, 

Or when she quits the bouse, let her go to the grave. 

25. When thou seest that the woman’s feet are not in 
To be patient is not sense or wisdom. [their place, 

.20. Fly from her hand into the allegator’s jaw, 

Fox death is betler'lhan dishonor. 
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27- Seclude lier face from one, a stranger, 

And if she ■will not listen, then "wlaetlier "wife or hus- 
• band, ■wliat difi’erence ? 

28. Even a beautiful -wife (if disobedient) is a trouble 

and burden to ber husband, 

Divorce ber (as if she were) ugl}^ and disagreeble. 

29. Ho’w ■well came this one speech from the t^wo men, 
Who ■v^ere distracted by troubles from their ■women. 

80. This one said, “ May no one have a bad •wife.” 

The other said “ May there be no woman in the 
world itself.” 

31. Ob friend ! take a new wife every spring, 

For the almanac of last year is of no use. 

32. To go bare-footed isbetter than (to walk in) tight boots. 
The miseries of travel (are better) than quarrels at 

home. 

33. Women may be iminident, impious, and disobedient, 
Yet I beard they are pleasant in embraces. 

84. If thou seest one under the influence of a woman,. 

Ob Sadi ! revile him not. 

35. Thou too wouldst endure ber tyranny, 

If thou couldst draw ber for one moment in tbj^bosom. 

Story of the Toung Man who Wept for Ms 
Discontented Wife. 

1. A young man for want of agreement with bis wife. 
Wept in the presence of an old man (and) said : — 

2. “A heavy burden from the band of this bold enemy 
“ I bear like the lower mill-stone.” [(i. e. wife), 

3. The old man said to him ; — “ Ob ' sir, keep up your 

heart, [patience, 

“ For no one becomes shamed for exercising’ 

4. “Ob shameless one, thou art the upper stone by night, 
“Why during the day sbouldst thou not be the lower 

stone ? \ 

\ 
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5. "Since lliou hast etyoyeapleasurefiomlhe rosebush. 
"It is right that thou ehouldst bear the pnok of its 

tborn. 

6. “The tree, the fruit of which theu always eatest, 

"At the time thou hast to suffer from its thorn, he 

patient." 

Disconrse on the Training of Children. 

1 A boy whose age is past ten years, [ted to him* 
Tell him to sit apart from those who are not permit- 

2. It is not proper to light fire over cotton, [ey®* 

For the house will be burned in the twinlcUng of an 

3. If thou wishest that tby name should remain honored. 
Teach thy sou sense and wisdom. 

4. For, if he has not much knowledge and judgment, 
None will remain of thy family when thou diest. 

6, The son whose father brings him up delicately, 
Endures great hardships for a long while. 

6. Bring him up to be wise and abstemious, . 

If thon art fond of him, rear him not in luxury. 

7. In childhood admonish and educate him, 

Encourage him by promises of good, and frighten 

him by threats of evil. [encouragements 

8. For the young learner, praises and approbation and 
Are better than the master’s threats and reprimands. 

9. Teach thy son some manual toil. 

Even though thou posscssest wealth like Korah. 

10. Place no reliance on the means thou possessest, 

For, it may happen that riches will not remain in thy 

hands. 

11. The hag of silver and gold will come to an end, 

But the bag of a tradesman is never emptied. 

12. How knowest thou that Uie revolution of time, 

May not make him a wanderer through different 

countries ? 



13. When lie lias power over some trade, 

Wb}’’ need lie stretch forth the hand of supplication 
to any one ? 

14. Knowest thou not how Sadi obtained .such a rank ? 
He neither travelled the desert nor traversed the sea. 

] 5. In childhood, he endured the cuffs of the wise, 

In maturity, God gave him perfect wisdom. 

16. He who places his neck in the yoke of obedience, 

' It is not long before he himself gives orders. 

17. The child who experiences not the severity from his 

■\Vill endure hardships through life. [tutor,' 

18. Make thy son good, and give him ease. 

So that he may not with expectation another’s 
hand, [son, 

19. Whosoever undergoes no trouble for the sake of his 
Some one else undergoes it and gives him a bad name. 

20. Protect him from bad associates, 

Por they will make him like themselves, corrupt and 
unfortunate. 

21. Let him not be more blackened than the eunuch. 
Whose face is blackened before the sprouting of the 

beard. 

22. It is proper to fly from such a shameless one. 

For his unmanliness causes dishonour to men. 

23. For the son who associates with vagabonds, 

Bid his father wash his hands of his welfare. 

24. Mourn not for his ruin and destruction. 

For a son, who is no son, is best dead before his father. 

Story about the Invitation and the Youth. . 

/ 

1. There was a banquet one night in my street. 

All sorts of men were collected in that assembly. 

2 . When the singer’s voice came from the street, 

, ^ The clamour of the audience reached the sky. 
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8. There vras a fairy-faced one beloved by me, 

I said to him “ Oh my lovely puppet, 

4. “ Why comest thou not ? Come to the assembly vrith 
thy friends, 

“ So that thou mayst illuminate our company.’/ 

6. I heard the silver bodied one of straight form, 
Repeating to himself as he went along t— 

C. " As I have no beard like men, 

“ It would be meanly to associate with bearded men.” 

Story on Avoiding the Society of Bearded Youths. 

1. The lovely boy,”house-ruiner, destroys thee, 

"Go, embellish the house with a woman. 

2*: It is improper to play at love with a rose. 

Which has every morning a fresh nightingale. 

8. Since he made himself a candle in every assembly, 

. Wander not again like moth around him. 

4. A woman adorned, beautiful, and good nntured, 

“Wbat resemblance has she to an ignorant youth ? 

5. Breathe but the breath of fidelity, and rose*bud like. 
She follows thee laughing like a rose. 

G. She is not imprudent like a beloved boy, [a stone. 
Whom one cannot break as the iron mace with 

7. ^Consider him not heart-ravishing like the Huri of 

Paradise, 

In comparison with whom, the face of another is 
demon-like ugly. 

8. If thou kissest his feet, he has no regard, [thankful. 
And if thou becomest dust (in humility) he is not 

9. Make thy head void of brains and thy hand of money, 
Wheu-tbou givest thy heart to the son of man. 

10. Look not with an evil eye on the son of man, 

Lest evil should befall thy own son. 
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Btory of What Happened to the Merchant in Tangi Tiirkan,- 

1. Once upon a time it reached my ear in this city, 

That a merchant bought a slave. 

2. During night he placed his hand to his posterior, 

For he was dimple chinned and heart-alluring, 

3« The fairy-faced one with whatever came to his hand, 
Broke in wrath the head and brain of the foolish 
merchant. 

4. He invoked God and the prophet as.tvitness to himself, 
Saying: — “I will never again commit such folly.” 

5. He happened that same week to undertake a journey, 
Heart-sore, head-bound, and torn-faced. 

6. When he had gone one or two miles out of Kazroon, 
He suddenly cam’e across a dangerous stony place. 

7. He enquired saying : — “ What is the name of this 

castle ? 

“ For, whosoever lives, sees many strange things.” 

8. ' Of his caravan companions an intimate one. said to 

him : — ^ [kan.”- 

“ Thou knowest not perhaps the place Tangi Tur- 

9. He shouted out to the black slave, 

“ Why dost thou go further ? Put down the goods. 

10. " I should not possess a barley corn of sense and 
" If I went again to the Tangi Turkan.” [wisdom 

11. Close the door of lust of the ungrateful soul, [head). 
Or, if thou art a lover, suffer (licks and bind the 

1 2. When thou bringest up a slave, 

Educate him in awe so that thou mayst enjoy ad- 
vantage from him. 

13. And if the lord kisses his slave’s lips, 

He begins to form ideas of lordship. 

14. The slave should be a water-drawer and bricklayer, 

A beloved slave is a fist striher. [beauty, - 

Thou seest not in every place heart-charming 
Which tliy. longing desire can secure. 


15 . 



225 


Story of the Crowd of Men Who Sat with a Tenth. 

1. A band of men sate along with a lovely youth, 
Baying:— “Wo are pure lovers and possessed of 

judgment.” 

2. Oh ! ask of their condition of me, fortune-forlorn, 

For it is the faster who suffers regret at the table 

8. The sheep eats the date Btone only because, [cloth. 

The dates are under lock and fastening. 

4. For that reason the head of the oilman's os is turned 
to the grass, ^ 

Because its lether is short of the sesame seed. 

Stoiy of the Devotee who Became Enamonred of a Touth. 

1, A certain one saw the form of a beautiful boy, 
Through maduess of love and ecstacy for him, ho 
changed. 

? The helpless one perspired to such a degree, 

As if the dew fell on the spring leaf. 

8. The sage Bakrat passed by (him) riding, one ?” 

And asked saying j — “"What is the matter with this 
4. Some one replied : — ** This is a holy devotee, 

“Who has never committed a sin. [deserts, 

B. “He goes days and nights .into the mountaius and 
“Avoiding society and wearied with mankind. 

6, “One heart-xavisher has robbed his heart, 

’‘The foot of his vision descended into the clay of love. 

7. "When the revilings of the people reach his eais, 
“He says : — ‘Beproaeh not thus, be silent. 

8 “ Say not, if I complain, that it is not excusable, 

* “ For, there is a cause for my complaint, 
p. “ It is not the picture that deprives me of my hand. 
“ Ho who portrayed this picture, captivates the 
heart.’ ” 
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10. The experienced man (Bakrat) heard this speech, 

Old in years, matured and of sound judgment, 

11. He said : — “ Although there is much goodness in 

these words, [every one. 

''Yet what thou saj'est will not bo admitted by 

12. This indeed is the likeness of the Painter, 

Which has plundered like booty the heart of the in- 
sane one. 

13. But why does not the one-day child ravish his sense? 
For, in beholding the created, what difference, whether 

of ripe age or tender ? 

14. The philosoiDher looks at a camel in the same ■way, 
As he looks on the beauty of China and Chigal, 

15. It is a veil, every line of mine in this book (the 

Bostan), 

Thrown over the cheek of the heart-alluring one. 

16. There is a meaning beneath the black letters 

Like the beloved one behind the curtain, or the moon 
behind the cloud. 

17. In the pages of Sddi sorrow is not comprehended, 
For, there is so much beauty of thought behind the 

screen (of black letters). 

18. For me, in this, there are assembly-kindling words^ 
Like firs, illuminating and consuming. 

19. I am not distressed, if the enemies tremble. 

For, through this Persian fire they are burning. 

Discourse on Disregarding the Sayings of Worldly Men. 

1. If he is free in the world from the people of the world. 
It is he, who has closed the door on himself, against 

the people. 

2. No one escaped from the violence of the tongue,' 
Whether he be ostentatious or virtuous. 

' 6. If thou dost fly from the sky like an angel, 

The malignant ones ■will cling to thy skirt. 
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4. One can bind the Tigris with exertion, 

(But) one cannot bind the enemy's tongue. 

5. The scandalous will assemble together, 

Saying: — “ 2'/u's is mere hypocrisy, a trap for 

gaining bread." 

6. Turn not thy face from the worship of God, 

But abandon (the worldj so that people may reckon 
thee as nothing. 

7. ^Yhen ihe holy God is satisfied with his slave, [ter? 
AYhether these people are contented or not, what mat- 

8. The people’s evil-wisher is not acfiuainted with God, 
Through the tumult of the people, there is no way 

for him to God. [place, 

9. The reason why they have not arrived at the desired . 
Is, that they have missed their foot at the first step. 

10. Two persons give their ears to the advice (of prophet), 
from this one, to that, — as far a9 from Ahirman* to 

Surosh. t 

11. Tho one- heeds the advice, the other disapproves, 

- The advice being engaged in cavilling. 

12. .Lying dejected in some dark-cornered place, 

' lYhat can he discover from the world-displaying cup ? 
13.. Whether thou ait a lion or a fox, think not. 

That thou wilt escapefrom these by manliness or skill. 

' 14. Should a person choose the corner of retirement. 
Because he is indifierent to society, 

15. They decry him, saying: — “Itis (all) fraud and deceit, 

“ He flic's from man as if he were a demon.” 

IG, And if ho bo cheerful and sociable, 

They think him unchaste and licentious. 

17. Tho rich man's skin they rend calumniously, 

Saying: — “Iftbereisaferoahin this world, it is he.” 
>18. If a poor one in distress laments. 

They call him unlucky and unhappy. 


! AUinaas, the ^evil 


. t AngeL 
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19. If the prosporons man/leclines, 

They regard his fallas a good fortune and God’s grace, 

20. Saying:— “How long this grandeur and this pride ? 
“ Happiness has at the back of it, unhappiness.” 

21. And if a poor man of narrow means, 

Is by good luck raised to dignity, 

22. They maliciously gnash their teeth with passion, 
Saying : — “ This base world is the cherisher of the 

28. When they see a perfect work in thy hand, [mean." 
They consider thee covetous and a mammonist. 

24. If thou withholdest thy hand from worldly affairs, 
They think thee of the mendicant trade and a beggar, 

25. And if thou art a speaker, thou art a drum full of 

nonsense. 

If thou art silent, thou art a bath-room picture. 

26. He who is patient, they call him not man, [of fear.” 
Saying : — “ The wretched one raises not his head out 

27. And if he be endowed with manliness and dignity, 
They avoid him saj’ing : — “What madness is this ?" 

28. If he eats little, they calumniate him, [another.” 
Saying : — “Perhaps his property is the allotment of 

29. And if his food be good and pleasant, 

They call him a glutton and gormandizer. 

30. And if a wealthy man lives without pomp. [ment.” 
Saying: — “Decoration is a reproach do men of disceru- 

31. They use the sword-like tongue of reproach to his 

torture, [himself.” 

Saying : — “The niggardly one withholds gold from 
82. If he decorates his supper-apartments and galleries, 
And prepares a fine dress for his own body, [to die), 

33. The vilifiers taunt him (so severely that he is ready 
Saying : — “ Himself, he has adorned like women,” 

34. If a devotee has not travelled through the world, 
Those who have travelled say: — “ He is no man. 

§5, “One who has not quitted his wife’s embrace, 

f'JjQW Qau he possess skill, judgraent,or knoiyledge ? ^ 
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?G. Even of the ■world-travelled one, they rend the skin, 
Saying:— “He is a bewildered andwrelohed wanderer. 

87. “ Were he blessed with prosperity and had a share 

in fortune, [city to city.’ 

“The revolution of fortune would not drive him from 

88. The fault-seeker condemns tbo bachelor, fments." 
Saying : — “The earth is vexed with his carnal enjoy- 

89. And if he takes a wife he sa>s : — “ From the power 

of the heart, 

“ He fell into the miro, headlong, like an ass.” 

40. The ugly-faced one escapesnot from man’s oppression, 
Nor the lovely one from the unmanliness of a rude 
speaker. 

Story about a Slave in Egypt. 

1. I heard of a slave in Egypt, 

"Whose eyes were cast down with shame. [dom, 

2. A certain one said: — “This boyhas no sense and wis- 
“ Rub his ears by way of instruction.” 

8. One night when I scolded him loudly, [lencA” 
Thus said the wretched one: — “ Kill me by your vio- 
4. Should anger some day pluck one from his place, 
They call him insane and senseless. 

6. If he shows gravity to any one. 

They will say : — “ He has not much spirit,” 

6. They say to the geni.rou3 on© by way of admonition, 

“ Hold ! [(in begging).” 

‘Tor, to-morrowbothtbyhandsmay be stretched forth 

7. And if ho becomes ct >t nted and abstinent, 

He becomes subject to iho renroacbos of the crowd, 

8. Baying:— “This mean oue wishes to die like his father, 
“Who relinquished his wealth and bore away regret.” 

9. Who is able to sit in the corner of peace, 

Since the Prophet escaped not the malevolence of 
the enemy? 

20 
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10. Oh God ! — \?hoBe liheness, and partner and mate, 
There is not, — hast thou heard what Christian said ? 

11. There is no escape for a person]from a person’s hand, 
Patience is the only remedy for the captive. 

Story of What Happened to Sadi on his Saying that 
Some • One Had Ho Front Teeth. 

1 . There was a young man, learned and intelligent. 

Skilful and manly in his preaching ; 

2. Of good reputation, generous, and pious, 

The Zhat (i. e. cheek lines) ef his face more pleasing 
than khat of his hand-writing ; 

3. Forcibly eloquent, and a good grammarian. 

But incorrect in aspiration of the alphabet. 

4. I said to one of the holy men : — • . 

“ Such a one has got no front teeth.” 

5. He became angry at my thoughtlessness, and said:— ' 
“ Such nonsense as this utter not again. 

6. “ Thou hast seen in him his one fault, 

“ And as tohismany virtues thy careless eyesare closed. 

7. “ Hear this for certain from me, that in the day of cer- 

tainty (Eesurrection), 

“ The man who looks at the good, experiences no evil.’' 

8. One who possesses learning, science and wisdom. 

If the foot of his chastity slips from its place, 

9. For one small fault' of his, be not harsh to him.' 

What have the sages said: — Take thou what is pure.” _ 

30. Oh wise one ! thorns and roses are together. 

Why fearest thou the thorns ? Bind the nosegay, 

11, He who has malevolence in his nature, 

Sees not the peacock, but his ugly feet. 

12, Oh dark minded one ! acquire purity of heart, 

For, the dark mirror reflects not the face. 

13. Seek-the way by which thou mayst escape tormentj ^ 
And point not only to words thy ^fingers. 
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14. Oh ■worthless ! expose not the defects of men. 

For, it sews up thy eyes to thy own faults. 

15. - Why should I correct one whose garment is stained, 

When I know myself io be sinful ? 

16. It is not proper that thou shouldst treat one harshly, 
When thou deceivest thyself by cunning words. 

17. If evil is unpleasant io thee, do it not thyself, 

And after that, tell thy neighbour: — Do no evil.’* 

18. Whether I’be righteous or hypocritical, 

Ify exterior is for thee, my interior for God. 

19. When I adorn my outwaid form with purity, [tude. 
Meddle not with my (interior) crookedness or recti- 

J20. Be thou silent, whether I am good or bad, [loss* 
For, I must bear (the burden of) my own profit and 

21. Whether my disposition be good or bad, 

God knows bettor than thou Us secret. 

22. I expect no reward for goodness from thee, 

That I should suffer such punishment at thy hands, 
28. A good deed from a good man, 

God writes ten for one, 

24. Thou also, my son, if thou beboldest one virtue 
In one, pass over his ten faults. 

25. Do not point the finger at bis one fault, 

And disregard a world of merit for nothing, 

26. Like tho enemy, who regards the poetry of Sadi, 
With disgust and a mind depraved. 

27. He pays no regard to a hundred beautiful sayings, 
When he sees a flaw in the metre, he raises a shout, 

28. For the evil-disposed the only reason ig 

That envy has plucked out his good'discerning eyes. 

29. Did not the hand of the Creator create mankind, 
Black and white, handsome and ugly ? 

, 30. It is not every eye and eyebrow that is good, [sbell 
Bat the kernel ol pistachio nut, and fling away the' 



CSAPTEE VIII. 


On ^t]ie Excellence of Gratitude — Preli.ii Inary Discourse. 

1. I cannot utter a ivord in tbanks-giving to my Eriend 

(God), [oi him. 

For I know ho expression of gratitude that is worthy 

2. Every hair in my body is a gift of His, 

How can I thank him for each hair ? 

3. Praise be to the Lord, who is the Giver, 

Who created his slave out of nothing. [kindness ? 

4. Who has tho power to celebrate the praise of His 
For, his praises are comprehended in His dignity. 

5. The Creator, who creates the body from clay, 

Gives it life and wisdom and sense and mind. 

6. From the back of the father to the extreme of old age, 
Behold how much He has bestowed on thee from the 

hidden world. 

7. Since He created thee pure, be sensible and pure, 
For, it is a disgrace to go into the earth (grave) 

impure. 

8. Every moment remove the dust (of mean qualities) 

from the mirror of the heart, [effect. 

For, when the rust has eaten in, polishing has no 

9. Wert thou not originally human seed ? 

If thou art a man, remove egotism from thy head. 

10. Though thou gainest thy livelihood by thy own exer- 

tions, 

Bely not on the strength of thy own arm. 

11. Why dost thou not look to God ? Oh vain -one ! 

For, who can cause thy hand to move (except He) ? 

12. When good comes from thy endeavours. 

Know that it is by the grace of God, and not by thy 
own exertion. 
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13, No orio carried off tlio ball (of eminonce) by means 

of-his'own po-ffer; 

Let him return thanks to the Lord of Grace (for it). 

14. Thou dost not stand by thyself a single moment, 

For, help comes to thee from the unseen every mo- 
ment. 

16. Wast thou not an infant, tongue-tied from boasting 
(of speech) ? [navel, 

Food came continually to thy stomach from the 

16. ^YhQn they cut the navel string and thy daily food 

Tvas stopped, 

Thy hand clung to thy mother’s breast. 

17. When one exiled by misfortune grows sick, 

They give him as medicine the water of his native 
country. [womb, 

18. Hence he (the infant) obtained nourishment in the 
And received his food through the tube of the stomach. 

ID. The two breasts, which are his heart’s desire to-day, 
Are also two fountaine (springing from) the place 
of its nourishment. 

20. The laps and embrace of tho loved mother, 

Are like paradise and her two breasts fountains of 
milk for him, 

21. It is a tree — her staturo life nourishing — 

Tho child is a tender fruit on her bosom. 

22. Do not the veins of the bosom spring from the heart ? 
Hence thou seest milk is the heart’s blood, 

25. Though he plunges his teeth sting-like into her blood. 
Affection for her own blood-eater (child) is created 
in her. ' [strong, 

24. When (God) made his arms vigorous and his teeth 
The nurse smears her breast with aloes. 

25. The aloes so (effectually) turns him from milk. 

That he forgets the sweet breast and its milk, [tenee, 

26. Thou also, who art but a child in the way of peni- 
Hy bitterness of penitence thy sin will be forgotten. 
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Story about tbe Woman wbo Showed a Cradle to the 
Eehellious Son. 

1- A youth turned his head from the counsel of his 
mother, 

Her distressed heart was inflamed like fire. 

2. When helpless she brought cradle before him^ 

And said : — 0 tljou ! whose love is feeble and who 
hast forgotten the days of infancy — 

3. “ Wast thou not a little crying and miserahlo child, 

“ On account of whom I could not sleep for nights ? 

4. “ Thy present strength thou hadst not in the cradle^ 
“ Thou hadst not the power to drive away the flies 

from thyself. 

5. “ Thou art he who was distressed by a single fly, 

“ Who art to-day a strong man and Chief,” 

6. Thou mayst soon be laid in the depths of the grave,- 
Where thou wilt not be able to drive away an ant 

from thyself. 

7. How will thy eye again kindle its lamp, 

W^’hen the worm of grave shall have eaten the mar- 
row of thy brain ? , 

8. Like the blind one who seest not the road, 

He knows not the x)it from the road when walking. 

9. If thou hadst given thanks (to God) thou (wouldst) 

have sight, 

(Thou couldst have distinguished the road from the 
■ pit,) otherwise thou art also blind. 

10. Thy instructor taught thee not understanding- and 

reason, 

God created these qualities in thy nature. 

11. ■ If he had refused thee a truth -listening heart, 

Truth would have appeared to thy ears as the es- 
sence of falsehood. 



235 


DiscouTBe on the Works of Gofi in the Creation of 
ManMnd. 

1. Behold one finger of several joints, 

By creating power God put together, 

2, Hence, it is weakness and folly, [His works^ 

That tbou shouldst point the finger of criticism on 

8, Just reflect, how in order to enable man to walk, 
With how many sinews He joined his bones. 

4, Without moving heels, knees and feet, 

He cahnot step from his place. 

5, It is not difficuU for man to bend in prostration, 

For the reason that his spine formed one joint, 

C. He joined two hundred bones together, 

Who has completed like thee a clay joint, 

7- The veins, Oh thon of approved conduct, are diffused 
through thy body, 

tfhy body is the earth and in it are three hundred 
and eisty streams. 

8. In thy head (is the power) of seeing, thinking and 

discriminating, tby wisdom. 

Thy limbs are powerful by thy heart, and thy heart 

9. The brutes face lowered axe contemptible, 

While thou art like * Alif ' standing erect on thy feet. 

10. They bend their heads for the purpose of eating, 

Thou raisest thy food to thy head. [rity, 

n. It behoves thee not (therefore) with so much superio- 
To lower thy head save in worship. ' 

12. But with this pleasing and engaging form, 

Be not infatuated, cultivate a good disposition. 

15. k straight path is needed, not a straight figure, 

For the infidel, in his exterior form, resembles us. 

14. He gave thee eyes and mouth and ears. 

Hence, if thou art wise, strive not to oppose him. 

16. I grant, thou art able to beat thy enemy with a stone, 
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Fight not (at any time) through ignorance with thy 
Friend (God). 

X6. Wise men of grateful disposition, 

Sew ujD their blessings (of God) with the nail o 
thauks-giving. 

Story of the Prince and the Philosopher of Greece. 


1. An experienced warrior fell off his dusky coloured 

And dislocated a joint in his neck. [horse, 

2. His neck (swollen) elephant-like to the size of his 

body, [also. 

His head could not turn, without- his body turning 

3. The physicians were confounded at this (state). 

But a learned one from the land of Greece 

4. Twisted back his head and his muscle became 

straight. [cured. 

Had he not been there he would have remained un- 

5. When he appeared again in the King’s jDresence, 

The mean one would not turn his looks at him. 

6. The wise man hung down his head with shame, 

I heard that as he went, he repeated quietly to 
himself : — 

7. “ If I had not turned his neck yesterday, [day.” 

“ He would not have turned his face from me to- 

8. He, the learned one, sent a seed (to the King) by the 

hand of a servant, 

Sajung : — “ Thou must ]3ut it on an Aloe Censer.” 

9. The smoke caused the King to sneeze, [cated. 

His head and neck became as they had been dislo- 

10. With apologies they hastened after the man, [him. 
They sought for him much but were unable to find 

11. Turn not thou also thy neck from gratitude to the 

Benefactor, [to nothing. 

Lest (on the last day) thou shouldst bring thy head : 
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DiBcourse on Surveying tho WoikB of tlie Great God. 

I. (God created) the night and day tor thy repooe and 

ease, - . . , y 

Andtho bright moon Rtidihe world-illum:naiing(s'aB.) 
2; The sky like a carpet spreader, overhead, 

Spreads out the carpet of beauty. 

S, Although there, wind, snow, rain, and clouds, [sword; 
Boaring thunder, and lightning which strikes hhe a 

4, Yet all are Hia agents and obey His commands, 

They nourish thy seed in the ground. 

5. If thou art thirsty, fret not at the hardship, 

For cloud, the water "Carrier brings the water on hia 
shoulder. 

G. From the dust (God) creates colors, scent and food, 
To gratify the eye and brain and palate (respec- 
tively,) ' [the'ftir, 

7. He gave thee honey from the bees and manna from. 
Bipe dates from the palm tree, palm trees from tho 

stones of dates, 

8. All the gardeners gnaw the hands, [this.” 

In amazement : — “ No one made such a palm tree as 

9. The sun, moon and Pleiades all are for thee. 

They are the candles of tho roof of thy house. 

10. He produced for theo a rose from the thorn and 
musk from the bladder of the deer, [the dry wood. 
. And gold from the mine and the fresh leaves from 

II. With His own hands, He sketched tho eyes and eye* 

brows, [sti augers. 

For he could not leave his trusty one (man) to 

12. The Powerful One cherishes that delicate form, 

With His various bounties. [(praise), 

18. Every moment one must say it with one’s heait 
For tbanks-giviag to Him is not merely the work of 
the tongue. 

14. Oh God ! My heart became blood and my eyes sore, 
When I see how Thy bounties exceed my description 
pf thanks-giving. 
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15. I say not of the beasts, insects, and ants, and fisb, 
But of the army of tjie Angels in the height of 

Heaven. 

16. They have hitherto uttered only a little of Thy praise, 
Out of the ten thousands they have said only one. 

17. Go, Oh Sddi I wash thy hands and book, 

And run not on a road that has no end. 

Story al?omt the Boy Who TJndennined the Wall of a 

Mosque. 

1. A certain one twisted with severity a boy’s car — (i. t 

chastised him,) 

Saying : — Oh vain babbler and unlucky one, 

2. “ I gave thee an axe to split wood, [mosque.” 

“ 1 did not tell thee to dig under the walls of the 

3. The tongue is for the purpose of offering thanks and 

praises, 

The one who knows right, does not use it in calumny. 

4. The ear is for listening to the Koran and good advice, 
Use them not to hear slanders and falsehood. 

5. The two eyes are meant to gaze on the' wonders of 

creation. 

Withdraw them from (looking at) the faults of thy 
brothers and friends, 

Discourse on Looking into the State of the Weak: and 
Offering Thanks for the Boimties -of the Almighty, 

J. No one appreciates the value of the day of pleasure 
Until the day in which he suffers trouble. 

2. The winter of a poor man is a time of scarcity, 

How easy it is to the master of wealth ? 

8. The convalescent one, who wailed because he slept not 
Beturned not thanks to God for his recovery,- 
4. Jf thou art a manly walker and swift-footed, 

Jq thankfulness to God stand by with the slow-paced 
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5. The young man Bhould bestow (help) to the old one 
And strong’one should show pity to the weak one. 

6. What do the dwellers on the banks of theJehoon 

know of the value of water ? 

Ask those thirsty ones exposed to the heat of the sun, 

7. An Arab who dwells on the banks of the Tigris, 

What cares he for the thirsty travellers of Zirood ? 

8. That man knows the value of health, 

Wlio has, for sometime, sweltered helplessly in fever, 

9. How can the dark night apfiear long to thee, 

Who roUeat from side to side in comfort ? 

10. Consider the state of the restless fevered one ; 

For the sick one alone knows the length of the night, 

11. The Khuwaja awakes at the sound of the morning 

drum, 

What knows he, how the watchman passed the night? 
Story of King Taghril and a Hindu Sentinel. 

1. I have heard that, Taghril on an autumn night j 
Went past a Hindu sentinel. 

2. From the falling of snow and rain in torrents, 

i He, (the watchman,) shivered with cold like Canopus. 
S. The King’s heart was distressed by pity, 

He said : — “ Look here, put on my fur cloak, 

4, Wait a moment by the side of the terrace, 

I will send it out to thee by a slave.” 

5. While thus (speaking), the breeze blew. 

The monarch went into the royal apartment. 

0. Be had a fairy-faced slave in his train, 

For whom he had some attachment. fed him 

y.^^The pleasing sight of the beauteous one so engross- 
That the wretched Hindu went out of his recollection. 
8. The fur cloak passed only to hie ear, 

Hy ill luck it did not reach his shoulders. 
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9. The affliction of the cold forsooth ^vas not enough 
for him, 

For by the revolution of fate exiDcotation ^as added 
to it for a fur cloak. 

10. When the King slept carelessly — behold 
What the watchman said to him in the morning 

11. “ Mayhap that thou forgottest, Nek Bukht, 

“When thy hand embraced the bosom of the slave. 

12. “ Thy night passes in enjoyment and mirth, 

“What dostthouknowhow the. nightpassed with us?” 

18. The Garawaui bent his head to the pot, 

Thoughtless of those left (on foot) in sands. 

14. Hold on ! Oh Lord ! of the hark on the water, 

For the water has gone over the head of the wret- 
ched ones. 

15. Wait a while, Oh nimble young men ! 

For there are feeble old ones in the Caravan. 

16. Thou hast slept pleasantly in the Caravan on litter, 
While the Camel’s halter is in the hand of the driver. 

17. What matter to thee, plain or mountain ; stone or 

sand ? 

Of these, ask those who lagged and lingered behind. 

18. The huge howda-bearing Camel carries thee. 

Of the grief devoured footman what knowest thou ? . 

19. Those who sleep in ease in their mansions, 

What know they of the condition of the hungered 
bellies ? 

\ ‘ . 

N 

of the Thief and the Poor Man. 

-1. The night-guard had tied up the hands of a man. 

Who all nught long was distracted and heart-sick, 

S. In the dark: night, a sound came to his ear, 

The wailingh of a poverty-striken one. 

S, The x)inioned\!ffliefdieard this speech and said , 
“How long wail\est tho-u thy Yfretchedress ?—Sleep I 
\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 
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4. Go, and give thanks to God, Oh straitened hand ! 

That the watchman has nottightly bound thy hands.'* 
C. Weep not thus much on acconni oi thy indigence, 
Since thou seest one more indigent than thyself, ^ 

Story ahout a Man Who Put on a Skin Dress. 

1. A naked man borrowed a dir4am. 

And made for his body a covering of raw hide. 

2. He lamented saying — ** Oh misoiablc fate, 

“ I am roasted with heat under this hide.” 

0. When the foolish one began to lege with the heat, 
One cried out to him from the prison pit “ Silence J 
4, Offer, Oh raw one’ thanks to God, 

That thou hast not like me a raw hide bond on 
thy bands and feet.'* 

Story about the- Man Who Struck a Pious Man. 

1 A certain one passed by a Parsa (pious man), 

Who in appeaiance seemed to him a Jahood (a Jew), 
2. He gave him a blow on the neck / 

The Datvififa gave him his own shirt 
0. Ashamed he (the man) said . — ” What passed from 
mo was wrong: 

” Torgive me, this is not the occasion for a gift.” 

4. Ho, the Parsa, said . — I stand (hold) to this in 

gratitude (to God) [to be.” 

“That I am not he, whom thou hast imagined mo 

5. A man of good quality whose exterior is rough, 

Is belter than one lof good reputation (who is in- 
wardly base ) 

6. In my opinion the night-wandering robber, '[“oat. 
Is better than the sinner dressed in a pious maa '4 

21 . 
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Story about the Mau Who’ .Lost Ms Road and tKe Ass. 

One wbo bad been left behind, on the road, wept, : 
And said: — “ Wbo more wretcbed than I in this : 
desert?” 

2. A burden -bearing ass said to bim : — “ Ob tbon, Toid 
of discernment, [of Heavens ? ; 

How long wilt tbou complain of ,tbe injustice of tbe 
8. “ Go, tbank God, tbougb tbou art not mounted on . 
an ass, 

“ That, at any rate tbou art a son of Adam, and hot , 
a burden-bearing ass.” V , ' - 1 

Story about tbe Learned Doctor and tbe Drunken Man, 

1. A learned doctor went by a man .tying drunk, 

He became conceited about bis own .abstinence. 

2. And in bis pride paid no regard to tbe man, - . 

Tbe youth raising bis bead said “ Ob old man 1 . . 

3. “ Go, tbank God that tbou art in favour (of God,) : 

“ For exclusion comes from pride. 

4. “ When tbou seest one in fetters, laugh not ; 

“ Lest tbou mayst suddenly fall into bondage. 

5. . “ For, it is at least within the possibilities of fate, ' 

“ That tomorrow tbou mayst fall drunk like me.” , 

6. Heaven predestined thee for the mosque (i. e. Islam,) 
(Therefore) revile not others : (who are in) the fire 

temple. 

7. Join bands Ob Mussulman ! in thanksgiving, 

That tbou bast not been girded about tby waist with 

tbe idolater’s cord. 

8. Those who seek Him, go not to bim themselves, . : , 
Tbe kindness of their friend (God) forcibly constrains' 

them. , '\ . 

9. Behold, bow Fate has made thee satisfied with biniy 

' ■ For it is blindness to' rely on aught else! 



243 


A DiscourBo How tlis EnligMened Kegard tlie Power of - 
God apart &om Natural Causes. 

1. God lias created healing properties in honey, 

Provided a man's life is destined to last, 

2. Honey malies the mind of the living cheerful ; 

But for the pains of death there is no remedy. 

S. For him, whose vital sparh is just breathing out, 

Andlife departing, of what use is honey in his mouth? . 
d. One received a blow from a steel mace on his head, 
Some one said Rub sandalwood for the pain.” 

5. Fly from peril bo long as thou art able, 

But sharpen not thy claws against Fate. 

6. As long as the stomach is capable of eating and 

drinking, [body pure. 

By that means thy face continues blooming and thy 

7. But this house becomes aVtogetUer deranged at that 

time, ' 

“When thy constitution and food are not consistent 
with each othor. 

6. Thetemperamentis moist, and dry, and hot and cold ; 

Man’s constitution is composed of these four (elements.) 

0. "When one of these gets ascendency over another, 

It destroys the equipoise of the temperament, 

JO. If the cold wind does not blow over thy body, 

The heat in thy hreast creates a tnmulfc in thy life. 

11. And* if the cauldron of thy stomach does not boil 
(digest) thy food, 

Then the work of thy delicate body fails. 

. J?. The mind of the man of discrimination is not boun'd 
.up in these elements, - 
For they will not always agree together. 

13. Deem not, the strength of the body proceeds from food; 
For, the mercy of_God gives thee nourishmei t. 

14, I swear by God, that if thy eyes, on sword and knife. 
If thou placest— thou wilt not acquit thy debt of 

gratitude, 
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15. When thou placest thy face on the ground (in pros- 

tration to God), 

Utter praises to him ; and think not of thyself. 

16. ‘ Tushech Zikarf and having Godalv?ays in mind 

are the duties of beggars. 

It does not become a beggar to be proud. 

.17. Granted, that thou hast performed a service (to God,) 
But bast thou not continuously enjoyed His assign- 
ments? 

A Disoourse on God’s Goodness and Grace. 

1. He first put into thy heart the desire of worship, 
Then this slave (man), put his head at His thresh- 

hold in devotion. 

2. If the means of doing a good work come not from Godp 
How may any good act proceed from one man to 

another ? 

3. Why dost thou look to the tongue which made ac- 

kowledgment of good ? 

Look at Him, who gave speech to the ton gue. 

4. The eye of man is the door of Marifat (Divine 

knowledge), 

"Which he has opened on sky and earth. 

6. How couldst thou distinguish height and depth. 

It (God) had not opened the doors (of sight )in the face? 

6. Thy head and hand He brought into existence from 

nonentity. [worship.. 

In the one He has placed liberality, in the other 

7. Else how could there be liberality from the hand ? . 

And worship from the head would have been im- 
possible. [the ear, 

8. With wisdom he endowed the tongue and created 
Which are the keys of the casket of the heart. 

9. If the tongue had not taken up narration 


Praising God ; 


^ Eemembrance of God. 
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How shonid any one have become “oinaintea witt 
the heart’s Becrel ? L W* 

10. And had there not been etriving on the part of e 
' How could intelligence have reached the Sultan oi 

eense (mind) ? .a 

11. He gave me the sweet utterance of a Header and, 

Thee, an intelligent and understanding ear. [keepers, 

12. These two (the tongue and sense) are always door- 
They carry intelligence from one king (mind) to 

another. . . (good.”? 

13. Why thinkesl thou regarding thyseU “ My deeds aro 
l<ook at that door (Ood), for it was His predestination, 

14. The gardener lakes to the King’s palace, 

By way of offering, the rose from his own garden. 

Sadi’s Visit to Soamath. ’ 

1. I saw an idol of ivory in Somnath, 

Gilded like Manat in the age of ignorance. ' 

2. Snch a form had the sculptor shaped, 

That nothing more beautiful can be conceived. 

8, From every (luarter caravans came travelling, 

To see that soul-less form. 

4. The Kings of China and Chigal expected, 

As Sddi, fidelity, from that stony-hearted idol.' 

6, Eloquent men came from every place, 

Supplicating before that tongueless one. 

6. I was perplexed as to the solution of this mystery, 
Saying ; — “ "Why docs the living worship the lifolesa 

(i. €. mineral) ? 

7. One of the Pagans vrith whom Ilind an aeqaaintanco, 
A well-wisher, who lived in the same cell, and waa 

my friend, 

8. I addressed him politely « Oh Brahmin I 

I am astonished at the work done in this temple, 

9. ‘ For they are infatuated ahout this powerless image, 
!! They are imprisoned in the well of heresy, [foot 

10. It has neither power in hia hand, nor motion in ita 
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And if throTvn down, it cannot rise from its place. 

11. “ Seest tliounot that its eyes are of amber ? [eyed."” 

“-It is an error to look for sincerity from the stone- 

12. At this speech of mine, my friend became my enemy. 
His eyes flashed like fire through anger, and he 

seized me. 

13. He informed the priests, and the elders of the temple. 
I beheld no well-disposed face in. that congregation^ 

14. Since that crooked road (idolatry) Was straight 

to them, ' . [eyes. 

The straight one (Islam) appeared- Crooked to their 
-15. For, though a man be wise and enlightonedj 
In the opinion of the ignorant, he is a fool. 

16. Like one drowning, I was helpless, 

Except dissimulation' I saw no way of escape. 

17. "When thou^seest an ignorant malignant against thee^ 
The safety lies in submission and affability. 

15. I highly praised the chief Brahmin, [Teacher." 
Saying : — ‘‘ Oh venerable expounder and Zand 

19. “I am charmed also with the form of this idol ; 

“ For its lovely face and heart-attracting form. 

20. “ Its shape appears to me incomparablei 
“ But, I am not aware of its signification. 

21. “ For, I am a traveller lately (arrived) at this stage^ 
“ And a stranger seldom knows good from bad. [ing, 

22. “.Thou knowest, for thou art the learned in this jvrit- 
“ The adviser of the King of this dwelling. 

23. “ Worship b}’’ imitation is dei)ravity, [road. 

“ Happy the traveller who is acquainted with the 

24. “ What reality is there in the form of this idol ?- 

“ For (if thou canst prove its reality) then I am' the 
Chief of its votaries.” " ‘ 

25. The Brahmin’s face glowed with joy ; [speech ! 
He approved and said ; — “ Oh thou of agreeable 

26. “ Thy question is reasonable, and thy actions good ; 
“ He, who seeks proof, attains his object. 
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27. “ Except this idol, which is- here, and which every 

morning . [move their hands) 

“ Raises its hand to'God, the Ruler; (all idols cannot 

28. “ And if thou wishest, stay here to-night ; [thee.” 
“ So that, tomorrow, the mysterymay be manifest to 

29. At night according to the old man's order I remain- 
Like Bezan, a prisoner in the fort of evil ; [ed there, 

80. A night as long as the Day of Judgmetit, 

The idolaters without ablution around me in prayers ; 

81. The priests, who never ^disturbed water, t. e. never 

washed; 

Their arm pits ^stinking) like cairion in the sun, 

32. Perhaps I had committed some great sin ; 

(For w’hioli) I endured svlch torments that night. 

83. All night afflicted in this sorrowful confinement ; 
One hand on my heart, the other raised in prayer. 

84. When suddenly the drumtner soupded his drum, . 
And the Brahmins all at once shouted like cocks. 

85. The preacher Night, black-robed, unopposed, 

Drew from its sheath the sword of day. 

SO. The fire of dawn, the sun fell upon tinder (t. 
And in amonlent a world became illumined, [night), 

87. Thou woilldst have said, that in the country of Zan- 

zibar, ' ■ [denly. 

From some corner, the Tartar had come forth sud- 

88. 'The Pagans of depraved ideas and unwashed faces, 

Crowded from door — and dosert and street. ' 

89. Not a man or woman in the city or streets remained J 
There wqs not room for even a needle in that temple. 

40. I was sick with anger and overwhelmed with sleep ; 
When suddenly the image raised its hands ! 

41. All at once a cry arose from these idolaters ; 

Thou wouldst say that the sea was boiling. 

42. When the idol temple was empty of its crowd. 

The Brahmin looked smilingly at me and said;— 
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43. “ I know that no difficulty remains to tliee, [ed.'- 
“ Truth has become evident; and falsehood remov- 

44. When I saw that ignorance was confirmed in him, 
An absurd delusion had taken possession -of himself, 

45. I could not prepare anything regarding the truth, 
For one should hide the truth from foolish people. ■ 

46. When thou seest the strong man powerful, 

It is not manliness to break one’s fist. 

47. I pretended to weep for a while, 

Saying : — “ I repent of what I said.” [wards me, 

48. My weeping inclined the hearts of the infidels to- 
It is not wonderful if a stone be turned by a torrent. 

49. The performers of worship ran towards me, 

They laid hold respectfully of my a,rm. 

50. I went apologizing before that ivory person, (the 

idol), [throne. 

(Placed) on a chair inlaid with gold on an ebony 

51. I bestowed a kiss on the hand of that vile idol, 

(May curses be on it, and, on all idolaters !) 

52. I became a pretended infidel for a few days, 

I became a Brahmin in the language of Zand. 

53. When I found myself safe in the temple, 

I could not contain myself from joy in the world. 

54. One night I closed fast the temjfie door, 

And like a scorpion ran right and left'. 

55. I examined the throne above and below ; 

And perceived a curtain embroidered with gold. 

56. Behind the curtain, the fire worshipping Chief of the 

Heathens, 

Was seated with the end of a rope in his hand. 

57. All at once, it became known to me, the fact, 

, Like David in whose hands iron became wax; 

58. That, of course, when he pulls the string, 

The image raises its redress-calling hand. 

59. The Brahmin on seeing my face w^as ashamed ; 

For it is disgraceful to have an exposure. 
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CO. He ran and I rushed after him ; 

And threw him headlong into a well. 

61, For I knew that if the Drahmin remained alive, 

' He would endeavaur to seek for my blood. 

62, He would be solicitous to encompass my destruction, 
Lest that I should disclose his secret. 

63, When thou beoomest acquainted with the work of 

one evil minded, 

Destroy him, when thou gettest a chance. 

64 For if thou leavest him alive, that worthless one, 

He will no longer permit thy existence. 

65. Though he bends his head in service at thy door, 

Yet finding an opportunity, he will cut off thy head. 

66. Follow not the footsteps of the cheat, 

When thou followest and disooverest his tricks grant 
him no safety. 

67. I quite slew that vile one with stones, 

For, “ Dead men tell no tales.” 

68. Wlien I saw that I had caused a disturbance, 

I left that country and fled. 

69. When thou hast set fire to the jungle, 

Be mindful of the tigers, if thou art wise. 

70. Kill not the young of the man:biting snake, 

But, having killed, remain no longer in that house. 

71 . When thou distqrbest the hives of the bees, 

Fly-from thy dwelling, for thou wilt quickly fall. 

72. Shoot not an arrow at one more skilful than thyself, 
When it is touched, take thy skirt into thy teeth (flee). 

78. In the pages of Sddi there is no sounder advice 
- than this, - [not under it. 

When thou diggest the foundations of a wall, stand 

74 . After that uproar I went to India, 

Aud thence, by way of Yeman to Hedzaz. 

75 . By all that bitterness, which happened to me, 

My mouth has only been sweetened to-day. 

76. By the -aid of the good fortune of Abubakar Sdd, 
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The like of whom no mother bore before, or will 
hereafter ; 

77. I came ae a petitioner for Justice from the tyranny 

of the sky ; ■ 

I came to this refuge, which spread its shade (over 
all) (Abu Bakar.) 

78. Slave-like, I pray for his prosperity. 

Oh God ! make his shadow everlasting, 

79. For he applied salve not suitable to the wound, ; 

But suitable to his own favours, and generosity. 

80. How can I manifest thanks for his favors ? [foot. 
Though in his service my head should become like 

81. I obtained happiness after those troubles (of journey,) 
Of those rites (of idolators) there is still in my ears 

82 One, that whenever the hands of supplication, 

I raise to the shrine of the Knower of secrets (God), 

83. That China puppet (of Somnath) comes to my re^ 

collection, 

And throws d\ist in the eyes of my self-conceit. 

84. I know that the hand I lifted, 

I raised not by my own power. 

85. The ihous lift not up their hands ; 

Hut the cord is pulled by the. one unseen (God), 

86. The door of goodness and devotion is open; but, 
Every one has not the pow'er to do good deeds. 

87. This in truth prevents them,: — that into a court, 

One cannot ^ter except by order of the King. 

88. The key of destiny is’nbirirrtho-hand.-of.an.y one"]' 
Power belongs to God alone and none else. [road, 

89. Hence, Oh man ! thou who art a runner on the right 
There are no thanks for ^hee ; but they are for the 

Lord. . ' [tion, 

90. "When Hein the inyisihle created thee of pure disposi- 
Hence evil deed proceeds not from thy nature. 

91. That being who produced this sweetness (honey) from 

Also created poison in the snake. [the beoj 
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92. When He wishes to desolate thy country, 

He first mahcs thy people afQicted by thee. 

93. And if His favour bo upon thee, 

He causes happiness to reach the people through thee, 

94. Be not proud of that thou art on the right path ; 

For (they took) thy hand, and thou risest up. 

95. My words are profitable, if thou hearest them ; 

Thou wilt reach (the road of the) men of God, if thou 

travel on the road of religion. 

9C. Th6u wilt secure an abiding place if (God) guides thee, 
And a table-cloth of honor will be spread for thee. 

97. But it is not proper that thou shonldst eat alone ; 
Bemember the afflicted Darvish (Sddi). 

98. Perhaps thou wilt send blessings after me, 

For I do not refy on my actions. 


CHAPTER IX. 


On Eepentance — ^Preliminary Discourse. 

1. Come tlioii ! -whose age has passed more than seventy, 
Perhaps thou -wast asleep (for thy years) were wasted. 

2. Thou hast got everything readj for thy stays (in 

this world), [world ? 

Hast thou prepared thj^self for departing (in the next 

3. The Day of Judgment when they arrange the bazar 

of Heaven, 

They bestow high dignities for good deeds. 

4. Thou wilt (then) take away as much capital' as thou 

hringcst, , [only. 

And if thou art poor, thou wilt carry with thee shame 

5. The better the market is supplied, 

The more is the heart of the empty-handed distressed. 

6. If five dirams are short out of fifty, 

Thy heart is wounded by the hand of grief. [hand, 

7. When fifty years (of thy life) have passed from thy 
Deem it a gain that thou still hast left five days. 

8. If the poor dead one had- a tongue, 

He would raise a cry of complaint and lamentation. 

9. Saying : — “ Oh Jiving man ! since thou hast- the ' 

power of speech, [of God." 

“Let not thy lips corpse-like refrain from the praises 
JO. Since our days have been passed in carelessness, 

Let thine at least for a while seize the opportunity 
(to praise God). 

Story of an Old Man and his Eegretting over Ms Touth. 

1. One night in my youth and in the enjoyment of bless- 
Some of us young men were seated together, [ings^ 

3. Singing like nightingale, our faces like fresh roses ; 

In our jollity we created a clamour in the street. 
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S. An experienced old man sato apart from us, 

' His nigbt-liire hair from the revolution of time had 
become (white like) the day. ^ 

4. Like the filbert bis tongue was closed from speech, 
Not like US his lips smiling like the pistachio nut. 

5. A youth went to him (and said) ; — “ Oh old man 1 

“ Why dost thou sit afflicted in the corner of regret ? 
G. “ Lift thj head once from the collar of grief, [mind." 
“And walk jauntily with young men with ease of 

7. The aged man up-lifted his head with astonishment; 
Observe his answer ! how like the old he spoke : 

8. “When the morning breeze blows o\er the flower 

garden. 

“ Then it is fitting that the young tree should wave. 

9. “ (The corn) when young and green, waves from 

side to side, 

“ But it gets broken when it comes to yellowness. 

10. "In the spring the breeze blows fragrancefrom musk 
“ But the old tree sheds its dry leaves, [willow j 

11. “ It is unbecoming tor me to strut with young men, 

“ Since the dawn of old age has appeared on my 

cheek. 

12. “ The hawk, {i. c, the soul) that was my captive, 

" Every moment (now) wants' to break its cord. 

18. “ It is now thy turn to sitat this tray(of enjoyment) ; 
“ For we have washed our hands of the enjojments of 
life. 

14. “ When the dust of old age has settled on the head, 

“ Bo not-again expect the pleasures of youth. 

15. ““ Snow has rained on my raven-like hair, 

. “ The nightingale-like pleasures oif garden are not 
suitable for me. 


16.. 

17. 


“ The beautiful peacock goes strutting about, 

“But what canst thou expect from the hawk with 
stript plumage? 


Thotimeof reapingmy harvest has approached near 
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“ But for thee the green crops are just sprouting. 

18. “ The freshness has passed away from my flower 

Who makes nosegays ofwithered flowers ? [garden ; 

19. “ I Bujiport myself, Oh life of thy father! with a staff,- 
“ It is wrong to rely upon my life (lasting) longer^ 

20. For, young men can jump on their legs, 

“ But old men require help from other hand. 

§1. The red rose of my face, behold its yellowness! 

The sun sets, when he becomes yellow. 

22. To cherish desire on the part of the immature boy 
Is not so unseemly, as luxury in the old man. . 

23. ‘^It is more becoming for me to weep like children, 
‘^For shame of my sins, than to live like children.” 

24. Well said Lukman : “ Not to live at all, 

“Is better than for years to live in sin.” 

25. To close the door of the shop even in the mprning. 

Is better than wasting the profit and principal of life. 

26. While the young man is taking his blackness to 

whiteness — (i. e. black hair to grey,) [grave. 

The helpless old man is taking his whiteness to the 

Story of the Physician and the Old Maiu 

1. An aged man came to a physician. 

He was nearly dead from his lamentation. 

2. He said: — “ Oh intelligent one ! put thy hand on my 
“ For I cannot raise my foot from the ground, [pulse, 

3. “And this crooked body ofmineis such in resemblance, 
“ That thou mayst say it had fallen (had become) into 

clay.” - [the world, 

4. The physician said to him : — “ Wash thy hand from 
“ So that on the day of Judgment the foot may come 

off the clay (grave).” 

5. If in the period of youth thou flingest about thy 

hands and feet in lust. 

In the days of thy old age be sensible and wise. 
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6. When tlie peiiod of thy life has passed forty, 

Fling not thy hands and feet in lust for the water 
has gone over thy head. [ment, 

' 7 . Pleasure began to be terrified with me from that mo- 
That my night (i. e. black locks) began to turn wbite- 

8. It is necessary to drive lust out of my head, 

When the time of lustfulness is ended. 

9. How can my heart he refreshed by verdure, 

When verdure will shortly grow on my clay ? 

10. While sporting ourselves in vanity and lust, 

We passed over the grave of many people. 

11. But those who are yet in the womb of futurity, 

Will come and pass over our graves. 

12. Alas ! that the season of youth has passed ; 

Life has passed in diversion and pastimes. 

18. Alas* time, soul-cherishing, in such away, 

Has passed over us like the lightning of Yaman! 

14, From the anxiety What shall I wear and what shall 
I eat,” 

I desisted not, to look after my spiritual welfare. 

ID. Alas I We occupied ourselves with trifles, 

We remained far from God and became careless. 

16. ^ How well said the tutor to the boy, 

''We have done no work but the time has passed.” 

Admonitions to Youth. 

3, Oh youth ! betake thyself to the way of devotion 
- to-day. 

For tomorrow age will not yield the vigour of youth, 
2. (Now) thou posscssest capacity and strength of body. 
(Therefore) strike the ball (of good work,) the field 
being wide. 

5. The value of those days (of youth) I understood not, 

1 understand it now that 1 played them away. 
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4. Fate has robbed me of those days, (of my youth,) ' 
Every day of which was to me like a night of Power. 

5. What efforts can the aged ass make beneath its load?. 
But thou art a rider on a fleet steed, hasten on. 

6. A broken goblet, however well it be mended, 

Will not fetch the price of a sound one. 

7. Now that it has fallen from the careless hand, 

Except mending it there is no other resource. 

8. Who told thee “ Throw thyself into the Jyhoon,” 
When thou hast fallen in it— strike outhands aT)d feet.; 

9. Thou hast imprudently given away the pure water (of 

honour from thy hand.) 

Now what remedy is there except ablution by dust ? 

10. Since in running for wager thou wert unable to out- 

strip the swift, [religion.) 

Go on (now) even, falling and rising (on the road of 

11. If those swift footed .ones went fast, 

(Then) Do thou (who art) without hand and foot rise, 
up from sitting.'. 

On being Pions and Devout before Death,. 

‘ 1. Sleep, one night, in the desert of Paid, 

Bound down with fetters my feet from moving. 

2. A camel-driver came up to me terrified and angry, 

■ He struck my head with the camel halter and said:— 
“ Arise ! . ' ' [behind, 

3. *' Perhaps thou hast made up thy mind to die here 
“ Since thou risest not, at the sound of the bell (of the 

4. “Dike thee, sleep also overpowers my head, [march). 

“ But behold, the desert lies before. [the bell, 

6. “ When thou risest not from sweet sleep at the sound of 

“How wilt thou then reach the journey’s end?” 

6. The camel-driver has beaten the drum (of departure), 
The 'foremost of the caravan has arrived at th® 

7. Happy those wise ones of fortunate destiny, [stage. 
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Who hind up their Imggage before the drummor (beats 
the drum of march.) 

8. Those sleeping on the road, -when they lift their headSi 
See no vestige of those who have travelled past. 

9. The tiavellerjwho rose early, outstripped all, [started^ 
What gain'is there, wahing after (the caravan) has 

30. When grev hairs have come on the face of thy youth. 
And thy night (black hair) has become day (white) 
open the eyes from sleep. 

11. I, on that’ day, plucked out hope from life, 

When whiteness fell among my blackness. 

12. Alas ! that dear life has passed away ' 

And soon also will pass away these moments. 

13. What in sinfulness passed — has passed, 

And this too will pass — it thou profit not by this, 

14. This now is sowing time, if thou art mindful, 

And hast hope that thou mayst reap the harvest, 

15. Go not empty handed to the city of Besurrection, 

For there is no cause to sit in regret. 

16. If thou hast the eye of understanding, arrange now* 
for thy grave, 

Before the eye has been devoured by the ant. 

17. Oh Son ! one can make pro6t with the principal, 

But what profit can accrue to him who squandered 

tho principal ? 

18. Strive now, when the water is up to thy waist, 

- Not when the torrent has gone over thy head. 

19. Shed tears now, while thou bast yet eyes, [thy mouth. 
Acknowledge (thy sins) while thou hast the tongue in 

20. The soul will not always be in thy body, 

Nor will the tongue always roll in thy mouth. 

21. Listen to the words of the wise to-day (during life), 
For tomorrow (i. e. after death) l^ukir* will put 

dread questions to thee. 

22. This precious soul of thiee, count it a gain, 

For precious is opportunity and Time (is) a sword. 

♦ Nahir, name of an angel T»bo mtertogatea after death. 
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On Sadi’s Approaching Death. 


1. Fate cut the artery of a living one, 

Another one rent the collar for his death. 

2. A sensible looker on, spoke thus, 

When the weeping and lamentation reached his ear, 

3. Fi’om your sake, the dead one on his own body, 
Would have torn the shroud, if he had the power. 

4. To say “Distress not thyself and writhe not for 

my sake, ' [thee. 

“ That I prepared (for the journey) a few days before 

5. “ Perhaps thou hast forgotten thy own death, 

“ Since my death has made thee so helpless and 
wretched.” [dead, 

6. When the Expounder of truth throws earth over the 
His heart is not pained for it — but for himself. 

7. For parting from the child who has gone to the grave, 
Why weepest thou ? for pure he came and pure he 

went. 

8. Thou too csmest pure (then) ,* be cautious and pure. 
For it would be a shame to go to the grave impure. 

9. Now is the time to bind the foot of this bird. 

Not then — when it takes the hand of the string from 

10. Long didst thou sit in another’s place, [thy hand® 

In this place now will another sit. ^ 

11. Be thou a hero, be thou a swordsman, ■ » 

Thy shroud excepted, thou wilt carry away nothing. . 

12. The wild ass though he .breaks the noose, 

He becomes foot-bound when he sinks in the sand, 
is. Thou also hast strength ofhand only so long as, 

Thy foot has not gone into the sand of the grave. 

14. Fix not thy heart on this ancient habitation (the 

For a wglnut will not stop on a dome. [world), 

15. Since yesterday has gone ; and tomorrow is not in 
Keckon only this one moment thou hast, [thy power. 
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Story atout the Death of Jamshid's Son. 

1, A tender one of Jam* ^rent into the grave, 

He made him a silken sbroad like the silkworm's, 

2. Ho came after a few days to his sepulchre, 

To lament over him with weeping and affection, 

8. "When he saw the silken shroud rotten, 

Sorrowfully he thus said to himself : — 

4. “ I stripped it from the silkworm by force, 

“ The grave worms have stripped it from him,^* 

5. Two couplets one day consumed my heart, 

■When the minstrel sang to his lute. 

6. Ah woe’s me ! for without us many a time, 

The rose'wlll hloom and blossom the spring. 

7. Many a month of Tirf and Dait snd Ardibihishtjf 
Will return when we shall he dust and bricks.^ 

8 . After us the garden will yield many flowers, 

And friends will assemble together, 

9. In this world garden a Cyprus grew not tall, 

Which the wind of fate rooted not up from the bottom. 

10, Fate drew not the picture of beauty Joseph like, 
Which the flsh of the grave ate not up Jona like. 

Story about the Deyotee who Found a Gold Brick. 

1. A certain pious and God-worshipping man. 

There fell to hia hand a golden brick. 

2, It 80 perplexed the bead of the wise man, 

That vain fancies obscured his enlightened mind. 

S, All night -passed in the thought — “ This treasure and 
wealth, 

While I live, diminution will not come to it, 

4. “ (Never) again, my enfeebled body in begging 
Need I'bend, and straighten before any one. 

* Jam or JamshlJ the name of an ancient King of Persia, 
f Fonrtb, tenth, and second tnontb. 
j T tf.IJncks wiU have been made of the clay ofour grave. 
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6, “ I will build a bouse, its- foundation marbles . 

“ And the rafters pure wood of aloes. 

6. “ An inner chamber (only) for my friends. [houS6« 
“ The door of the chamber (will lead) into a garden 

7. '' I am worn away by sewing patch on patch, 

“ The smoke of others’ (kitchen) has burned my eyes 
and brains. ' ■ 

8. “ Henceforth, inferiors shall cook my victuals, 

“ (While) I givo nourishment, to my soul with ease. 

9. This felt bed has (nearly) killed me by it hardness^ 
“ But after this, I shall spread choice carpets (foi 

bedding).” 

10. (Such) fancies made him a dotard and mad, 

As though the claws of a crab had pierced his brains 

11. He had no leisure for his devotions, and the mys 

teries (of God), [and prayer 

Nor eating, sleeping, repeating the praises of Goc 

12. His head full of conceits, he came to a desert, 

For there was no place. he could rest in ease, 

13. A certain one was mixing clay at the head of a grave 
So that from the clay of the grave he might get bricks 

14. The old man was for a while plunged in thought, 
Saying; — “Oh short-sighted soul, take advic 

(from the brick maker’s action). 

15. “ Why dost thou fix thy heart on this golden brick, 

“ For one day they will make bricks out of thy clay 

16. “ The mouth of avarice is not so open, 

“ That avarice satisfies it with one mouthful, 

17. “ Eemove thy hand from this brick “ 0 mean one ! 

“ For it is impossible to stop.the Jihoon with one brick, 

18. Thou in thy anxiety about gain and riches art heedlet 

(the while). 

That the stock of life, is being consumed (trbddc 
under foot). 

19. Over this dust so many breezes pass, 

Bearing away particles of us to different places. 
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20. The dust of Inst closed np my eyes of sense, [life. 
The Simoon of lust scorched up the harvest of my 

21. Cleanse the collyrinm of uegUgence from the eyes. 
For tomorrow («. e. after death) thon wilt be colly- 

rium in the eyes of dust. 

Story of the Enmity between Two Persons. 

1. There was enmity and strife between two men, 
Panther-like one head above the other through pride. 

2. They fled from the sight of each other to extremes, 
(So much so) that the heavens seemed narrow for 

both. 

8, Death brought his forces on the head of the one, 

The time of pleasure came to an end for him. 

4. The heart of his enemy became rejoiced. 

After a time he went past his grave, [ed with clay, 

5. He found the bed chamber door of bis grave plaster* 
He whose palace ho once saw gilded over. 

6. With a look of enmity by the strength of his arm, 

He tore up a plank from the front of the grave. 

7. Ho saw his crowned head in the pit, 

' His two world-beholding eyes, filled with dust. 

8. His being confined in the prison of the grave, 

1 His body the food of worms, and the plunder of nnts. 

, 9. By the revolving ot'the heavens the fall moon of his 

face — a new moon, [tooth-pick, 

His cyprus-like stature by the violence of time as a 
t 10. His palm and strong grasp of his fingers, 

I Time had severed joint by joint. 

'^11. Pity for him so overcame his heart, 

That by weeping he made clay of the dust of his grave. 
I 12. He repented of his doings and his evil disposition. 

And ordered this to be inscribed on his tomb-stone. 
IS. *' Rejoice not over another’s death, 

*' For thy time will not remain long after him.” 
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14. A holy and intelligent one heard this speech, 

And cried aloud, “ Oh Almighty Creator ! 

15. “ Wonderful if thou hast not mercy on him, 

“ For whom his enemy has besought with tears.’* 

16. May our body too one day become so, 

That the hearts of the enemy may grieve over it. 

17. Perhaps pity will arise in the mind of my friend (God), 
When he sees that my enemy has pardoned me. 

IS. The head sooner or later will be in such a condition, 
’ That thou mayst say there never had been an eye in 
5 9. I one day struck a mattock on a mound of earth, th. 

And a painful cry reached my ear from it. 

20. Saying : — “ Beware, if thou art a man, be more gentle. 
“ For (here are) eyes and ears and face and head.” 

Story of a Father and Daughter. 

1. One night I had slept, intending to travel, 

In the morning I followed a caravan. 

2. A fearful dust-storm arose. 

Which darkened the world to the eyes of men. 

3. The guide had an unmarried daughter with him, 

She with her veil wiped the dust from her father’s eyes. 

4. The father said to her : — “ Oh ! my sweet faced 

(daughter), 

“ Whose heart is afflicted through love for me. 

5. “ Will not so much dust settle in this eye when I am 

in the grave, 

“ That one cannot remove it again, with the veil ? ” 

6. Thy beautiful spirit like a refractory apimal, 

Takes thee running to the edge of the grave. 

7. Death will suddenly break thy stirrup, 

One cannot draw back the rein from the depth (grave.) 

Exhortation and Counsel, 

1. Knowest thou, thou cage of bones ! 

That thy life is a bird ; and its name ‘ Breath ? ' 
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2. When once the bird quitethe cage and bursts its bonds. 
By no efforts mU it again become thy captive. 

8. Heed thy opportunity, for the world is but for a 
moment, 

To the wise one, a moment (of life) is better than the 
whole world. 

4. Alexander, who held the mastery of the whole world. 
The moment he died, the (sovereignty of the) world 

passed away from him. 

5 . It was not attainable that a world from him, [respite. 
They should take, and give him (in return) a moment's 

6. They have departed, and each reaped what he sowed, 

* There only remains the good name and the bad. 

7. Why do we fix out hearts on this caravansara (the 

world)? 

‘ For our friends have gone, and we are on the road 
to death. 

8. After us the garden will yield the same fiowere, 

And our friends will sit together. 

9. Bind not thy heart to this mistress of the world, 

For she sate with none, whose heart she did not 

pluck out. 

10. When a man sleeps in the dust bin of the grave, 

The dust will be wiped from his face (only) on the 

Bay of Judgment. 

11. Baiso now thy head from the collar of carelessness, 
So that it may not droop tomorrow in regret (at the 

last day.) 

12. Wilt not thou when about to enter Shiraz, 

Wash thy bands and body from the dust of travel ? 

13. Thou, '‘Oh thou begrimed with the dust of Sin 1" 

shortly 

Thou wilt set out on a journey for a strange city 
(to the next world). [oyeS/ 

14; Make a stream flow from the two fountains of the 
And if thou knowest of any pollution, cleanse it. 
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Story of Sadi’a Childhood. ■ 

1. I remember in the time of my father, 

On whom may the dews of mercy alight incessantly. 

2. That in my childhood he bought a tablet and a book, 
And bought also for me a gold ring. 

8. A purchaser suddenly removed 

The ring from my hand, in exchange for a date. 

'4. A small child knows not the value of a ring, 

Tliey can get it away from him for sweets. 

5. Thou also didst not recognise the value of thy life, 
Tor thou hast thrown it away for sweet pleasures. 

6. On the Day of Judgment, -when good men will reach 

high dignity, 

They rise from the bottom of the grave to the Pleiades. 

7. Thy head will hang down in shame, 

For the dust of thy sins will come forth. 

8. Oh Brother ! Be ashamed of the evil deeds, 

For (on the Day of Judgment) thou wilt be ashamed 
before the good. [words, 

9. On that day when they will ask about’thy deeds and 
The bodies of the resolute*^ will tremble will fear. 

10. In the place where the prophets are (abashed)terrified, 
Come — say what excuses thou hast for thy sins. 

11. The women who worship with sincere devotion. 
Surpass in rank men who are undevout. 

12. Art thou not ashamed of thy manliness, 

That women may be better accepted than thee ? 

13. Women on account of natural fixed causes. 

Have, from time to time,to refrain from their devotion, 
14;. Thou without excuse who sittest on one side without 
praying like a woman, - 

Go thou less than a woman, boast not of manliness, 
15. I myself possess not eloquence, 


* Xhvilazm, endowed with resolution. The prophets Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mahummud so called. 
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(But) thus said Unaari Lord of eloquence 

16. “Look not at me -with astonishment, 

“ But attend to \Fhat the predecessors have said. 

17. “ When thou dost deviate from the truth, it becomes 

distorted, 

“ What man is he, who is less than a woman ?” 

18. Shouldat thou cherish thy lust kindly and indulgentlyj 
He prepared to accept in time a powerful foe. 

10. Some one reared the yonng of a wolf, 

When it grew up, it tore its master in pieces. 

20. When he lay on his bed giving up his life, 

An eloquent man passed by him and said : — 

21. “ If thou cherishest an enemy so tenderly, 

“ Dost thou not know that thou wilt of necessity be 
wounded of him ?“ 

22. Did not Satau*rail at us, 

Saying : — “ Nothing but bad deeds come from these ?“ 
23.. Giievo on account of the evil in our nature, 

For I fear that Satan’s opinion will be proved correct. 

24. When the Accursed Oneapproved of our punishment, 
God threw him out (of Paradise) for our sake. 

25. How can wo raise our heads through shame and 

disgiace. 

When wo are at peace with him and at war with God 2 
20. Thy friend (God) will look seldom towards thee, 

When thy face is turned towards the face of the enemy, 

27. If to enjoy benefit from a friend be needful to thee, 

- To obey the behests of the enemy is improper in thee. 

28. Wliat canst thou buy with a black coin (base action), 
That thou wishest to estrange thy heart from the 

love of Joseph ? 

29. -Estrangement from his friend he holds to be right, 

Who chooses (his friend’s) enemy for companionship, 
80. Knouest thou not that a friend rarely steps in (the 
house), 

^ When he sees that there is an enemy in that house ? 



' Story of a Man wlio Contended witk a King; 

1. A certain man quarrelled a king, [blood,”’ 
The king gave him to his enemy, saying, “ Shed hia 

2. Caught in the hand of that malevolent minded one, , 
He said to himselfwith lamentation and regret : — [me, 

3. “ If I had notmade my friend (the king) offended with 
“ How should I have experienced opx>rGs&ion from the 

hand' of my enemy ?”■ 

4. Turn not awaj' from thy friend ('Gofl)'if thou art wise,. 
That thy enemy (Satan)' may not be able to- look at 

5. The enemy will certainly flay the skrn- of him,-^ [thee. 
'Who has made his Friend offended with him-. 

6. Be thouin union with thy Friend, irr heart and- speech,. 
So that the root of thy enemy maybe utterly destroyed. 

7. Ido not consider this ignominy goodi [enemy (Satan); 
To vex one's friend' (God) in- order to please- one’s 

Story about the Man who Enjoyed. Wealth by Erand'. 

1. There was one who consumed, the property of people 

by fraud,. ' ' [Satan „ 

When he desisted (from bis evil practices) he cursed- 

2. Satan on the road spoke thus to him — 

. “ 1 have seen no fool like thee. 

3. “ Secretly thou, wast at peace with me, - 

“ Why then didst thou raise the sword of battle 
(against me) ?” 

4. Alas* ! for the commands of a I'iideous Friend,, [name. 
That the hand of. an angel should write 'against thy 

5. On account of thy folly and impurity, thou permittest 
The pure ones to record thy impurity, 

6. Attain a good road and seek peace (with God), 
Procure a mediator and make thy excuses (for sin). 

7. For respite for a moment will not be possible, . 

i. e. Thy evil deeds which are committed at Satan’s instigatioft 
are recorded by angels. Vide Koran Ch. Ist. 
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When the cup of tby life through time's revolution 
has become filled. 

S, And, if tliou hast not the hand of power, for work, 
Then like the helpless one stretch forth the hand of 
lamentation.’ 

9, And if thy wickedness has passed all hounds, [pure. 
(Yet) when thou confesaeth thy sin thou cometh out 

10. Enter, when thou aeest the door of peace open, 

For the door of repentance closes suddenly. 

11. Go not under the load of sin. Oh my son 1 

For the burthened one is hard pressed in travelling, 

12. It is right to hasten after good men, 

For whosoever sought this happiness, has obtained it. 
18. But thou art in the rear of a base demon ^Satan), 

I know not how thou will join righteous. 

14. The Prophet ‘(Mahomed) intercedes for him, 

Who follows the pathway of the Prophet’s laws. 

15. Move in the right path, so that, thou mayst reach 

the destination, 

/f Thou art not in the path, therefore art thou behind, 

16. Like the ox whose eyes the oil-man has hood-winked, 
Moves till evening in'tbe same place. 

, Story about the Man who Went into a Musjid, Covered 
with Clay. 

1. A man covered with mud, took the road to the mosque, 
In astonishment at his bad luck and reversed fortune 

2. Another one opposed (his entrance) saying: — “ May 

thy hands be broken ! * [ment i” 

Go not into the pure place, 0 thou of stained gar- 

3. This occasioned pity in iny heart, 

For that the highest heaven, is pure and pleasant. 
And in that place of the pure hopeful ones, 

What business has one stained, with the mine of sin ? 
o. He gets paradise, who performs his devotion. 

He who needs cash let him bring bis trade stock. 



268 


6. Act not (carelessly) ; but wash the dust of meanness 

from thy skirt, 

For they will suddenly stop the spring from its source. 

7. Say not “ the bird of wealth has escaped from my 

control,” 

For thou hast still the end of its string in thy hand. 

8. Should there be delay, be eager and active (in repeii- 
It matters not a perfect work being late. [tance), 

9. Death has not yet tied the hands of entreaty. 
Therefore raise thy hands to the shrine of the Omni- 

3.0. Sleep not Oh slumbering sinner ! arise, [potent. 

And sheding tears confess thy sins. 

11. Since it is an imperative command that, their honor, 
They (sinners) should scatter ; in the dust of the 
street (if you repent not,) 

32. And if thou canst not shed tears, get an intercessor, 
One. who is held in greater reputation before Ood, 

13. If God in anger drive me,-^rom His door ; 

I will get the souls of the saints as intercessors for me. 

Story a])out the Incident in Sadi’s Soyhood. 

1. I remember that in my younger days. 

That I came out with my father on an Fed (Festival). 

2. I was engaged (in looking at) the sports of men. 

And, in the crowd of people became seperated from 

my father. ^ _ • 

8. From fear and confusion of the crowd I raised a cry, 
My father suddenly pulled my ears. 

4. “ Oh impudent one, have I not often in fact told thee, 
“ Take not off thy hand from my skirt ?” 

5. A little child does not know how fo go alone | 

For it is difficult to travel on an unseen road, 

Thou too, oh fakeer despite thy efforts, art a child of 

the road, 

Go ; seize the skirt of those y^ho know the road. 


6 . 
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7. Consort not with mean persons ; 

If thou dost so, wash thy hands of respect. 

8. Hang on to the saddle straps of the pure, 

Tor a pious man is not ashamed of begging. 

9. The disciples are in strength inferior to children ^ 
The Holy men are as a wall in firmness. 

10. Learn the way of walking from that little child, 

See how he seeks the aid of the wall. 

11. He is freed from the bonds of the impious, 

Who sits in the circle of the pious. 

12. li thou hast any need, choose this assembly, 

For even the monarch must have recourse tothisdoof, 

13. Go, ho a gleaner like Sadi, [of God. 

That thou mayest gather the harvest of the knowledge 

Story of the Intoxicated Man who Burned his Harvest. 

1. A niati (n the mouth of Mardad* heaped up corn, 
And set his heart at ease, for the month of Lai. 

2. One night he got drunk and lighted a fire, 

The unfortunate foolish one burned his own harvest. 

5. The next day be sat down to gather the ears of corn, 
For not a single grain from his harvest was left to 

4, When they saw the poor rUali afflicted, [him. 

One (of them) said to his own sod* 

6. If thondost notwisht to become like the Unfortunate, 
Burn not thy harvest in madness. 

C If thy life passeth from thy control to evil, 

Thou art ho who set firo to his harvest, 

7. 1 It is a disgrace to go gleaning corn, 

After having burned tby oWn harvest. 

* In the fifth month Marilad (Jnly) the enn is in Leo. 
f ^Vaste thy life 

\ It ts ft disgrace that thou sboaldst first burn thy ovm haivest, 
and suhaeqaently, glean from that of another person. 
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8 * Do not (do so) oh my life, but sow the seeds ol 
religion and justice, ■ [name. 

And give not to the winds the harvest of thy good 

9. When an unfortunate one falls into confinement, 

The fortunate take warning from him. 

10. Before punishment knock at the door of pardon, 

For it is no use, crying out under the rod. 

11. Bring forth thy head from the collar of negligence. 

So that on the morrow shame may not remain in thy 

breast. 

Story about the Man Ashamed before the Shaik and not 

before G-od. 

1. Some one was engaged assiduously in an evil deed, 
One of good disposition jJassed by him. 

2. The man through shame sat down blushing (per- 

spiring) all over his face, [elder of ray quarter.” 
Saying : — “ Alas ! I have come to shame before the 
8. The shaikh of enlightened soul beard tivis speech. 

He reproached him and said : — “ Oh youth ! 

“ Art thou not ashamed of thyself ?. [me (only) ? 
“ That God is present ; and thou art'ashamed bSiOre 
). “ Thou wilt not re^t on any one's side, 

“ Go, look to, God alone, to no one else (for it.)” > , 

6. Manifest such a shame before thy Lord God, 

As the shame (thou feelest) before thy kindred and 
strangers. 

Story of Zulaikha. ' • 

1. When Zulaikha became intoxicated with the wine 
She laid her hands on Joseph’s skirt. _ [of love, 

2, The demon of lust so inflamed her. 

That she fell upon Josepsh like a wolf. 

* More freely — Do not, lay life, act so as to give to the winds tho 
iiarvest of u good name, but sow the seeds of religion and justice. 
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3, Th© Egyptian lady tad an idol mad© of matblCi 
Which she assiduously worshipped morning and 

evening. 

4. At that moment she covered its head and face, 

Lest her action should seem, wrong in its sight. 

6 . Full of grief Joseph sat in a corner, 

(His) Head resting on his hands at the thought of 
the tyranny of Inst. 

6. Zulaikha kissed both his hands and feet, 

Saying : — “ Oh cold and obstinate, come on. 

7. “ Frown not, Oh anvihhearted one ! 

And waste not the precious time in anger.” 

8. A stream ran down his cheeks from his ej'es, fuie ! 
(He said) : — ” Leave me and hope not impurity from 

9. “ Thou wert ashamed before a stone face, 

And shall not shame come to me before God ? ” 

10. What avails it if repentance comes to the hands, 
When thou hast exhausted the stock of thy hie. 

11. They drink wine for the sake of pleasure,* 

But afterwards they suffer shame. 

12., Make thy pleadings and supplioations to<day» 

For tomorrow (t. e.atthetimeof death) the power of 
speech will not be left to thee. 

On Avoiding Pollution. 

1. The cat relieves itself in a clean place. 

Should it appear filthy, it covers it with dust, 

2. Thouart indifferent ns to thy impure acts, [on them . 
And fearest not that the eyes (of men; should light 

3. \ Take warning from the faulty slave. 

Who frequently runs away from his master. 

^ More literally — They drink wido to get red fuces, and ufterwiirds 
they get yellow faces ; there xs a pun on Surlliru and Zardru 
\ This seems to refer, to the slave mentioned m Cliaptei lY the 
7th story of the good master and had 6la7 e. 
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4. If he returns, with supplication and sincerity, 

They place him not again in chain and fetters. 

5. * Out of malice, thou art in contention with that one 

(Ood), . . 

From whom there is for thee either gain or flight, 

6. It is necessary to take account of thy deeds now, 
And not at the time, when the book of reckoning 

is published. 

7. He who has done evil, lias not done evil, [repents). 
If before the last dayf he suffers grief for himself (t. e. 

8. Though a mirror is soiled by the breath of a sigh. 
Yet the mirror of the heart becomes bright by a sigh. 

9. Be afraid on account of thy sins at this moment, 

So that at the last day thou mayst fear no one. 

Story on Sadi’s Journey to Abyssinia^ 

1. I came a stranger into the city of Abyssinia, 

My heart free from care, and my headlight with joy. 

2. On the road I saw a lofty prison. 

In which several wretched people were tied by the feet. 

3. On the instant I made preparations for travelling, ■ 
And took to the wilderness like a bird (loosed) from 

its cage. 

4. A certain one said These prisoners are robbers, 
“ Who neither take advice, nor listen to the truth.” 

5. When nobody bears oppression from thy hand'. 

What to thee whether the night watch seizes theworld. 

6. The one of good name, no one takes captive, ' 
Fear God, and fear not the Amir (nobleman). 

7. The Ainil (collector) who has pi'actised no dishonesty. 
Fears not the settlement (of his accounts) by the 

Diwan . 

* i- e. Fight with any one rather than with Ged. 
t i. e. The day of Judgment. 
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8. Bnl if there bo deceit beneath his seeming irarity, 

His speech -will not be bold (at the time of rei dering) 

bis accounts. 

9. When thou performest laudable service, 

Thou dost not fear the black-hearted enemy. . 

10. If a slave labors like a slave. 

His master holds him dear. 

11. And if he be a dullard in service, [ass. 

He falls from personal service to the tending of the 

12. Step forward (in devotion) that thou mayst surpass 

the angels, 

For if thou laggfest behind, thou art less than a brute. 
Story about the King of Damghan Who Struck a Man. 

1. The king of Damghan, beat one, with a stick, 

Until he cried out dram like. 

% At night he could not sleep through restlessness, 

A pious man passed by him and said : — 

Hadst thou at night asked pardon from the night 
patrol, [day.” 

f* Thou wouldat not have suffered loss of honor in the 
d. He becomes not ashamed at the day of Judgment, 
Who offers up his heart-biurnings at the shrine at 
night, 

5. If thou art wise, entreat the Ruler, [repentance. 
Forgiveness for the sins of the day on the night of 

6. If in thee there be desire for peace (with God) nhafc 

fear? ^ [penitent. 

For the merciful one does not close the door on tlie 

7. The benign one (God) who brought thee -out from 

nonentity, 

Wdl, if thou fallost, grasp thy hand. Dow good ! 

8. If thou art a,slave, raise the hand of supplication, 
And, if thou art ashamed (of thy sins) shed teais of 

repentance. - 

9. No seeker of pardon has come to this door, 

^\hose sin the water of penitence hasnotwashe-'. out. 
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' 2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 


, , , -oy the honor of' any one. 

10 . -God does not destr. , . , . r • 

, n ,he water of his eyes for sin. 

^A'ho iDOurs forth tf 

On tlie Sadi’s Son. , ' . 

„ j Hn Siinda;,^'^ [say ? 

1 • A son of mine mo( can I 

le gne ^ iic ^ portrait of Joseph-like beauty, 

r ate does not ra;^^^ Jonah-like swallows not. 

IMiicli tie s 1 of cypress grows tall, 

In this garc en (th plucks from its 

le 100 0 \\ lie blossom from his dust, - [hold. 

x‘o won er, a ^j^gg sleep in the earth. 

len so man} rc^ ^ shame of ihen ! 

T said in my hear . „ 

((■n . fi 1 -1 1 pure, the old man sin-stainecl. 
or till6 CllllCl 2[C ’ - n • ^ T 

., > j , -renzy from over his bony, 

In madness and I 

p uc .ec up a s - ^ ^ eiglit of) that dark and 
Overcome by hr/ ^ ' 

, . med and bewildered. 

I became confoui 4. 

^ , j my senses, from that madness, 

When I regained c.ar. . 

„„ , ly ear from that beloved ^on . — 

Ihere came to 

“ K thou ait afij^^^ illumined, [day, 

‘‘ the night of thy grave as bright as 

,, . goodactionsin this place (world).'’ 

rrn ^^ f'^^urdner trembles with fever (of anxiety ) , 

fThintong that® trees may not bear 

dates. rji ’I'j. • • 

f A multitude o'^ excessively covetuous imagine, 

That without s wheat, they will gather the 

har^est!''^ 

Tj /MOT aioyed the fruit, who planted the (root)' 
He, Oh Sadi, eH / ’ ^ \ 

y~ — ~ Tro Capital Of Yaman in Arabia. ^ 

, . ^ in the'next world the fruib of deed not dons 

f i. c. riiey will reap 


8 . 


9 . 

10 . 
11 . 

12 . 

13 . 


by them 1 



CHAPTER X. 

On Prayer, Submission and Resignation : 
Preliminary Discourse. ^ 

1. Come let us raise up our hands unto God from onr 

sincere hearts, [from the grave. 

• For tomorrow we shall not be able to raise them up 

2. When the Seesou of Autumn arrives do you not be-- 

hold that a tree, 

Which remains leafless from the severe winter, 

S. (It) raises the destitute hands in supplication—^ 

And through Hismercytheyarenot returned empty ?’ 

4. Suppose not that from this door, nhich God never 

dosed, ' [hands. 

That he goes diaappoioteJ, who stretches out hm 

5. All perform their devotions and the needy lay their 

supplication (before God.) 

Come and wait at the sUriue of kind-to-the-needy. 

6. Let us lift our hands like the nude branch, 

For we can remaiu nolongerleafiess (without means). 

7. And let us say r — “ 0 God ! let Thy beautiful glance 

rest on us ! 

“ For, Thy slaves have committed sins.” 

8. Sin comes from a base slave. 

In the hopo of being foi given by the Lord. 

•9. Oh Kind One, we are cherished by Thy bounty, 

We are accustomed to enjoy Thy gifts ami favours. 

10. If a beggar sees liberality, mercy and favour, [giver. 
(He) Will never turn back from following the Alms- 

11. Since Thou hast made us beloved in this world, 

We entertain the same hope iu the next. 

12. Thou aiouo can give honor and disgrace, 

Ho whom Thou csteemest dear, will nerer expe< 
rienco humility from any one. 



13. 011 God ! by tby honor look not upon me with con- 

tempt in futurity, 

Do not make me ashamed at the baseness of my sins. 

14. Set not a ruler like myself to tyrannize over me. 

If I am to suffer punishment, better be it from Thy 

15. There is no evil greater in this world, [hands. 

Than to suffer harshness from one, like oneself. 

16. This is sufficient that I feel shame before Thee, 

Do not shame me further, before others. 

17. If thy merciful shadow falls on my head. 

Then the rank of the sky would become lower than 
my station. 

1 8. Shouldst thou bestow upon me the Crown (of honor) 

it would exalt me. 

Do thou support me that none can throw me down. 

Story about a Distraught Man who Prayed at Mecca. 

1. My body trembles, when I remember, [of Mecca, 
The prayers of a certain mad man in the sacred square 

2. Who was saying to God, with many wailings and cries, 
“ Do not throw me down, for none will assist me to 

rise. 

3. “ Either call me with kindness or turn me away 

from Thy door, 

“ Save Thy threshold my head has nothing to rest on. 

4. “ We, thou knowest well, are poor and helpless, 

“ And subdued by inordinate desires. ' ^ 

6. “ This contumacious passion does not spring so, ) 
That reason can restrain its rein. 1. 

6. “ Who can overcome the Devilish passions by force 

“ Can an ant encounter a leopard ? [to a road, - 

7. '' I swear by the men who walk in Thy way, lead me 
“ And save me from these my enemies (Devil and 

8. Oh God I By Thy Divine nature, [passion.) - 

“ By Thy unparalled yirtue and, unequalled qualities, 
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0. “By the “ Labbaik”* of the pilgrims of the temple 
. of Mecca, 

“Ry the entoinbed at Medina ! Peace be on him ! 
lb. “By the uttering “ Allaht Akbar” of the Crusaders. 
*‘’\Vho regard -warriorB (opposed to them) as ■women, 

11. “By the devotion of old men, adomed ■with piety, 

“By the sincerity of newly fledged youths. 

12. “In that "uhirlpool of one breath (dying moment), 
“(Save me) from the disgrace of uttering to the deli- 
verer (there exist) two (Gods). 

15. “There is this hope fiom the devout, 

“That they ■will intercede for the profane, [pollution, 
14. “By the holy ones ■(! pray Thee) keep me far from 
“And if I have committed sin, forgive me. 

16. “By the old worshippers whose backs are bent double 

from prayer, [their sins, 

“Who stare at the back of the foot from shame for 

16. “Do not shut my eyes from the face of good fortune, 
“Do not seal my tongue {it the time of confession (tlie 

imity of God), 

17. “Hold the lamp ofVcracity on my way, 

“Shorten my hands from practising wicked deeds. 

18. “Turn away my eyes from beholding that is unfit to 

be seen, 

“Do not give me power to do vile and mean things. 
Ifl. “That atom am I who have annihilated myself in love 
for Thee, 

“My existence or non-existence is alike in darkness. 

20. “One ray from the sun of Thy favor is enough for me, 
“For no one can look on my face except in Thy 

Effulgence. 

21. “Lcok on the knave that lie may become’ better, 
“One favour from a King is enough for a beggar, 

* loaliLaik, here I am, what would yoti have. 

■J Allah .\kbai, Godiaarefttl an exclamation of surprise, 
resignation &c. 
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22, ‘'If thou shoiildst punish me according to equity and 
.justice, [this promise to me. 

“I shall weep; for, Thy forgiveness did not -hold out 

23. “Do not drive me, Oh God ! in disgrace, from thy door, 
“For I cannot possibly secure another in its stead. 

24. “If through folly I absented myself from thee, 

“I have come now, do not shut the door in my face. 

25. “What excuse shall I bring for my sins, 

“Except showing humility “ Oh Absolute King” ? 

26. “I am poor, do not test my sins by tlreir crime and sin, 
“The rich man shows j)ity for the distressed. 

27. “Why should I weep for my weakness ? 

“If I suffer from W'eakness my refuge is strong. 

28. “Oh God ! We have broken our agreement through 

negligence, [decree ? 

“How can the hand of exertion strive against Thy 

29. “Whatgoodcan arisefromthehandofourdeliberation? 
“This word will indeed suffice as an^ excuse for our 

30. “Whatever plan I devised, Thou hast upset it, [failings. 
“How can I of myself cope with Divine power ? , 

31. “1 do not infringe the commandments, 

“ But Thy orders compel me to act as I do'.“ 

Story of the Ugly Man’s Astonishing Eeply. 

1. Some one called a dark coloured person “ Ugly,” 

He gave him an answer which astonished him. 

2. “I had no hand in protraying my own feature, 

“That 3mu should find'fault saying, I have done bad. 

3. “What business have you with my ugly face ? [ful.” 
“I am not at least aportrayerof theugU^and beauti- 

4. I am what thou hast written before on my head 

(fate) ' [or less. 

Oh Protector of servants ! I have neither done more 
6. Thou art at least aware, that I am not powerful, 
Thou art absolutely powerful, what am I ? 
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G. If Thou show me the way, I shall arrive at safety, 

But if Thou lead me astray I shall be kept back from 
travelling {in the world of thy knowledge). 

7* If the Creator of the eaith does not befriend me, 

How will Thy poor slave be continent ? 

Story of a Darvish who Repented at Hight and Broke his 
Vow by Day. 

1. How well said the indigent darvish, 

Who made a vow at nigbt and broke it in the morning. 

2. “If He vouchsafe repentance to me, it will abide coii- 
, “For oui promises aie weak and frail.” [stant, 

S. (I beseech Thee) by Thy truth, sew my eyes from lies, 
By Thy light do not burn me in hell at the last day 

4. My face has gone into the dust from my abjectness, 
The dust of my sins bas gone to heaven. 

5. Oh Cloud of mercy 1 do thou once lain, 

For in presence of rain dust cannot last. 

6. On account of my sins in this world I have no honor, 
And yet have no way to go to any other(next) world 

7. Thou hast the knowledge of hearts (designs) of the 
Thou anointest the hearts of the wounded, [silent. 

Story of a Bramin Idolator. 

1. An idolator had closed the door on his face from the 
And devoted himself to the service of an idol, [world, 

2. After some years, that reprobate, 

Fate did involve in a difBcult matter. 

S. He laid his head at the feet of the idol, expecting good. 
The helpless man lamented, lying on the dust of the 
temple. 

4. (Saying) : — “ Oh idol, 1 am helpless, assist me. 

“ I am exhausted, have mercy on my body.” 

5. Ho bewailed in the presence of the idol many a time, 
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But nothing was done towards gaining his desired oh- 

6. How can an idol solve the difficult}' of anj' one, [ject. 
Since it is unable to drive away a fly from itself ? 

7. The idolater, perplexed, saying : — “ Oh thou, whose 

feet are hound in error 1 

“I have, in vain, adored thee for so many years, [view, 

8. “Accomplish the pressing business which I have in 
“Or else I shall appeal to the all cherishing God.” 

9. His face smeared wdth dust ; and still with the idol; 
.When the Holy God fulfilled his desire. 

10. A Godly man was surprised at this, . 

His illuminated time seemed dark in his eyes. 

11. He said to himself: — This mean, bewildered one, 

worshipping God, ' [temjple, 

“His head still inebriated with the jar of the idol 

12. “He did not wash his heart from idolatory and his 

hands from perfidy, 

“God accomplished the object which he sought.” 

13. His mind was still overwhelmed with difficulty, , • 
When a message from God reached the ears of his 

]4!. “This foolish old man grieved before the idol, [heart. 
“Said many words hut (they) were not accepted. 

15. “If his prayers were also rejected at our shrine, 
“Then what difference would there be between the 

idol and the Eternal One.” [High (God)! 

16. Oh my friend ! we should bind our heart to the Most 
Eor all others are weaker than the Eternal God. 

17 . It is impossible for thee to lay thy head in devotion, 

before this (God), 

That thy hand of want would return empty. 

Story of a Drunkard and a Muazzan (^^ e. Summoner 

for Prayer.) 

1 . I have heard that a drunkard intoxicated with liquor 
Ran into the holiest sanctuary of a mosque. 
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2. He cried on the threshold of mercy and said, 

“Oh God ! may I be tahen to paradise.” [“Be heedful, 

8. The Muazzan seized him by the collar, and said : — 
*'0h void of wsdom and religion ! what connection is 
there between a dog and a mosque. 

4, ““What meritorious actions hast thou done, that thou 

wishest for heaven, 

j “Ogling does not become thy ugly face.” 

5. The old man (Muazzan) spoke thus, while the drunk- 

ard wept, * [I drunk* 

(Sajiug) *. — “Oh master, keep off thy baud from me, 
G. “Art thou amazed at the mercy of God, [ness ? 
“That a sinner should venture to hope his forghe* 

7. “I do not ask ihce (Oh Muzzan) to accept my apology, 
“The door of repentance is open and God is there- 

8. lam ashamed at the favor of the Kind Giver, [Hover.” 
Por, before His forgiveness 1 call my sins great.* 

9. Who is overpowered by old age, [his hand. 

Cannot move from his place unless some one holds 

10. I am that decrepit fallen from a place. 

Oh God ! assist me by Thy grace, and bold my band. 

11. I do not crave thee to give me dignity and rank, 

But forgive me my helplessness and sins. 

12. If a friend happen to know a little of my failings. 
From folly he makes me notorious in public, [tlier, 

13. Thou art Omniscient, and we are afraid of one ano- 
For Thou concealesf secrets and we reveal them. 

14. People have raised n cry from outside. 

But thou concealest the secrets of the slaves and art 
in concealment. 

15. If slaves are arrogant through folly, [their offence. 
The mastcis draw the pen of forgiveness through 

IG. If thou forgivest sins, becoming thy generosity, 

Then no sinner will remain in existence. 

17. And if Thy anger prevails in proportion to our sin. 
Send us to Uel), and do not ask for the scales. 
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18. If thou boldest my hand I shall arriye at the- right 

place, ' [stand. 

And if thou castest me do^wn, none will help me to 

19. If thou befriendest me, who will oppress me ? 

If thou giyest deliverance, who shall seize me ? 

20. There will be two sects at the Day of Judgment, 

I know not to which way I shall be led. [side, 

21. It will be strange if my road be on the right hand 
For crookedness only has risen -from my hands, 

22. My heart gives me this hope again and again. 

That God is ashamed of the grey hair. 

28. I wonder If He be ashamed of me, 

For I am not asliamed of myself. 

24. Did not Joseph who endured misfortunes and suffered 

imprisonment, [exalted, 

When his authority was established and his dignity 

25. Forgive the children of Jacob for the wrong they had 

For a beautiful face has virtue. . ’ [done ? 

26; He.did not confine them for their ill-treatment, 

He did not refuse the small stock they had. 

27. We too entertain the same hope from Thy mercy. 

Oh God ! forgive the sins of this stockless one. 

28. I have brought no stock of devotion with me but hope, 
Oh God ! do not disappoint me of thy forgiveness. 
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